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Obserbations 


OF THE 


STATE SICKNESS INSURANCE COMMITTEE 


SIR WILLIAM PLENDER’S REPORT 


OF HIS 


INVESTIGATION OF THE WORK AND REMUNERATION 


OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN CERTAIN 
TOWNS. 


Tue. report of Sir William Plender, issued at the end of 
lust week, on the results of his investigation of the books 
of medical practitioners of Darlington, Darwen, Dundee, 
Norwich, and St. Albans, is an interesting document which 
will no doubt receive its full share of attention at the 
Annual Representative Meeting of the British Medical 
Association at Liverpool, but it is unlikely to be reached 

_ before the second day of the session—Saturday, July 20th. 

In the meantime, the State Sickness Insurance Committee 
considers it desirable to draw attention to some of the 
fallacies which, if not inherent in the report itself, have 
been founded upon certain passages by someof the sup- 
porters of the Government, including Mr. Lloyd George 
himself. 

The following criticisms are the result of a preliminary 
examination of the report by a Subcommittee of the State 
Sickness Insurance Committee. 

_ The report states that 4s. 2d.is paid per head of the 
population in the five towns for ordinary attendances—that 
is to say, visits at patients’ houses and attendances at 
doctors’ surgeries, including medicines (with the exception 
of the case of Dundee). Much has been made of this 
figure, which is supposed to prove that the 6s. originally 
offered by the Chancellor was as a matter of fact satisfactory 
remuneration. The average rate of 4s. 2d. is arrived at by 
dividing the total income derived from visits at patients’ 
houses and attendance at doctors’ surgeries among the 
whole population, with the exception of those attended 
under contract on a capitation fee. The total income 


~is the result of payments in respect of a number of. 


attendances. This number of attendances if divided 
like the income amongst the whole population works out, 
when the persons attended under contract and at chari- 
table institutions are deducted, at an average of 1.8 attend- 
ances per head of the population. To any one who has 
given the least study to this question the mention of such 
a number of attendances is sufficient to show that these 
attendances have not been evenly distributed throughout 
the whole population. It is known: that the lowest 
estimate that any one has ventured to give of the number 
of attendances per annum on contract patients is four, 
and it may fairly be assumed that the well-to-do popula- 
tion, to whom the cost of medical attendance is no special 
consideration, got at least as much attendance as this. 
Therefore, taking the whole of the population of these 
towns it is evident that a large number of persons are 
either not attended at all or are very much under- 
attended. 

Some of those who have dealt with the report, including 
the Chancellor himself, have assumed that the whole 
population resident inside the towns are private patients 
with the exception only of those attended in contract 
practice, whereas many of them are attended upon a 
charitable or semi-charitable basis. The report itself 
shows that in round numbers 71,000 persons residing 
inside the towns were attended at hospitals or other 
institutions during each of the two years under review. 
In addition — persons in every town and in every 
distrigt receive the private charity of doctors, many are 
attended at a sum which cannot be celled remunerative, 
and a great number who need attendance never get it. 
This latter fact has been made use of by the Chancellor. 
of the Exchequer on many occasions, and is indeed 
one of the main arguments for the institution of medical 
benefits by the Act. But it is one of the few certainties 
of the situation that under the Act the amount of medical 
attendance will rise considerably. Many people will 
receive attendance which they have never had before, 
and though this will be a good thing, and though 
it may be said that it will be paid for, it must. 
not be forgotten that universal experience shows that 
under any form of contract the tendency is to take 


‘advantage of the unlimited service provided. 
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to_this ‘the salutary principle of free choice of doctor 
ressed for by the British Medical Association and adopted 
0 the Government will undoubtedly have the effect of 


_inereasing the total amount of attendances. .. 


Another point which has not received much considoration 
but which is bound to increase the amount of attendance 
is the fact that sickness benefit only commences on the 
fourth day of illness, and therefore in order to be sure of 
being in a position to claim the benefit as soon as it is due, 
the tendency will be’ for insured persons to seek the 
assistance of a doctor at an early stage of any illness. 
This is a desirable result, but it will certainly lead to 
medical advice being sought even in many trivial com- 
plaints for which at present it is rarely asked. The fact 
that increased medical attendance will certainly be re- 
quired under the Act need not be laboured, because it was 
acknowledged in the most unreserved fashion in the letter 
from the Commissioners of June 26th, 1912.! In that letter 
the following admission was made: “The Government 
have always recognized that the average medical re- 
muneration per head of the insured population on account 
of medical benefit under the Act should not only not be 
less than that received per head under existing conditions, 
but shoul@ equitably be greater in view of the greater 
demands that are likely to be made upon the work of the 
profession under the Act than had hitherto been usual.” 
It might, indeed, be said that, if the Government could 
guarantee that only an average of 1.8 attendances would 
be required by an insured person annually, then there 
might be something to be said for an acceptance by the 
profession of the 6s. which has been offered as medical 
remuneration under the Act. 

A point which was referred to by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in his-speech at Kennington (July 13th) is the 
fact that in Dundee medicines are not supplied by the 
doctor, and this was assumed to be a point in the actuary's 
report which was in favour of the profession. It must, 


- however, be noted that if the medicines were supplied by 


the doctors in Dundee, the fees charged in that town 
would certainly be higher. Reference may be made to 
the untenable argument advanced by the supporters 
of the Government to the effect that, whereas 
4s. 2d. appears to be the correct amount of medical 
remuneration per head per annum, the profession 
in asking for 8s. 6d. is demanding to have its income 
doubled. As has been already shown, this is pure fallacy, 
but if this kind of argument may be allowed on one side 
it would be perfectly fair to point out on the other that 
whereas the amount per attendance obtained by taking the 
population inside and outside the five towns amounts to 
5s. 9d., the Association has only asked for a sum, namely, 
8s. 6d., which if divided, as experience teaches us it would 
probably be necessary to divide it, into payment for five 


attendances (2 visits and 3 consultations at the surgery) 


would only produce 1s. 8}d. per attendance. - 

{t is a curious fact that up to now the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Commissioners, and the supporters of the 
Government generally have entirely ignored the calcula- 
tion put forward by the Association in its memorandum 
placed before the Chancellor on June 12th last.2?- Nothing 
the Association can say seems to dispel the delusion into 
which the Chancellor and his advisers appear to have 
fallen—namely, that any increase in medical remunera- 
tion given as regards insured persons will apply to the un- 
insured. The only effect it could be imagined to have 
would be in respect of its application to 12 million insured 
persons, while, as shown in the memorandum above 
referred to, the uninsured may be divided into two parts ; 
about half would be private patients, from whom it may 
be assumed that proper fees would be obtained. The rest 
would consist of (a) those who are and will remain objects 
of charity ; (6) those uninsured persons who would still be 
attended through some form of contract practice, and who, 
not being subsidized by the State and by their employers, 
might still claim some measure of charitable treatment at 


- the hands of the profession. 


We would refer those who are desirous of showing not 
merely that the Government is actuated by a benevolent 
desire to increase the income of the medical profession, 
but of getting at the truth in regard to. this matter, to the 


1 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT, July 6th, p. 17. . 


2 Published in the SUPPLEMENT of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOUBNAL | 


on July 6th, page.29. 


memorandum above mentioned, which has received very 
little attention at the hands of the Chancellor, and, so far 
as this argument is concerned, has never been challenged. 
Taking Sir William Plender’s report as it stands, it will 
be seen that the figures have little bearing upon the 
situation which will arise after January 15th, 1913, and 
that the inferences to be derived from it do not in any 
way weaken the claim of the Association for medical — 
remuneration under the Act of 8s. 6d. per head, exclusive 
of extras. The public and the Government must not be 
allowed to forget the fact put prominently forward by the 
Association but conveniently ignored by the Chancellor 
and the Commissioners, that when the Government 
supplies medical attendance on its postal and other civil 
servants it pays for carefully selected lives an annual 
capitation fee of 8s. 6d., which includes the provision of 
The elaborate and costly inquiry of the Government 
cannot obscure this very relevant fact, and in no way 
affects the claim made by the Association—that for lives 
which are not selected, and for a service in which at least 
as careful attention will be required, 8s, 6d., without 
medicines, is not an unreasonable fee to ask. t 


British Medical Association. 
EIGHTIETH ANNUAL MEETING, 
LIVERPOOL, JULY, 1912. . 


President: Professor Rosert .Saunpsy, M.D., LL.D., 
F.R.C.P., Professor of Medicine, University of Birmingham. 

President-elect: Sir James Barr, M.D., LL:D., 
pede Consulting Physician, Royal Infirmary, Liver- 
pool. 
The Eightieth Annual Meeting of the British Medical 
Association will be held in Liverpool in July, 1912. The 
President’s Address will be delivered on Tuesday, 
July 23rd, and the Sections will meet on the three 
following days. The Annual Representative Meeting will 
begin on Friday, July 19th, 1912. 


PROGRAMME. 


Fripay, 197TH, 1912. 
10 a.m.—Annual Representative Meeting. ? 


SATURDAY, JULY 20TH. 
9.30 a.m.—Representative Meeting. 


... . MONDAY, JULY 22ND. 
9.30 a.m.—Council 
10 a.m.—Representative Meeting. 
7 p.m.—Secretaries’ Conference and Dinner. 


TUESDAY, JULY 23RD. _ 
9.30 a.m.—Representative Meeting. 
2 p.m.—Annual General Meeting. 
8.30 p.m.—* Adjourned General Meeting, President’s 
Address. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 24TH. 
9 a.m.—*Roman Catholic service at the Pro- 
Cathedral, Copperas Hill. 
9 a.m.—Council Meeting. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Sectional Meetings. 
12.30 mh in eee, by Dr. G. A. Gibson, 
inburgh. 
~ 2.30 p.m.—*Service at St. Luke’s Church. 
8.30 p.m.—* Soirée, Walker Art Gallery. 


THURSDAY, JULY 25TH. 
8 a.m.—National Temperance League Breakfast. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Sectional Meetings. Meee: 
12.30 ug <a Surgery, by Mr. F. T. Paul, 
Liverpool. 
2.30 Section, Fractures Committee 


7.30 pin — Dinner. 


JULY 26TH. 
9_a.m.—Council Meeting. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Sectional Meetings. 
2.30 p.m.—* Degree Convocation. 
9 p.m.—Ball at Philharmonic Hall. 


SATURDAY, JULY 27TH. 
‘Excursions. 


* Academic dress to be worn. — 
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PROGRAMME OF ANNUAL MEETING. 


[sams 


AcapEmic DREss. | ‘ 


Members are invited to wear academic soahinl at ie: 


following functions: The President’s Address on ‘Tuesday 
evening, July 23rd; the Roman Catholic Service at the 
Pro-Cathedral on Wednesday morning, July 24th; the 
Church Service at St. Luke’s in the afternoon; and the 
soirée at the Walker Art Gallery the same evening. Also 
at the Philharmonic Hall, for the Degree Convocation, at 
2.30 p.m. on Frid ay. 
Reception Room. 

The Reception Room will be opened at St. George’s 
Hall on Monday morning, July 22nd. 


RE.IGIous SERVICES. 

Anglican Service.—There will be a service at St. Luke’s 
Church, on Wednesday afternoon, July 24th, at 2.30, when 
the Bishop of Liverpool (Dr. Chavasse) will preach the 
wermon. If the day is fine, members will robe in the 
Philharmonic Hall, but if the day is wet they will robe 
in the south vestry of the church. 

Roman Catholic Service.—Mass will be celebrated at the 
Pro-Cathedral, at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, July 24th, Cele- 
brant, Archbishop Whiteside. The Rev. Herbert Lucas, 
S.J., M.A., will deliver a short address. Further informa- 
tion can be: obtained from Dr. J. E, O’Sullivan, 37, Shaw 
Street, Liverpool. 

At each service a collection will be made on behalf of 
medical charities. 


SEcTIONS. 
All the Sections will meet in the University. 
The following additional information as to work in 
the Sections indicated has been received since our last 
issue : 


Secrion or ANATOMY. 
The following papers will be read, some on Thursday, 
the others on Friday: 


ANDERSON, Professor Richard. (1) Varieties of the Stomach in 
Animals (chiefly Mammals) as compared with Man ; (2) Notes 
on Asymmetry in Animals and in Man. 

GEDPES, Professor. (1) An Abnormal Urinary System ; (2) A 
Case of Pseudo-Hermaphroditism ; (3) An Egg inside an Egg. 

THOMPSON, Professor Peter. The Development of the Dia- 
phragm during the First Month. 

Sm1TH, Professor Elliot. The Supports of the Uterus. 

Dickey, Dr. Stuart. Comparison between Two Hearts, with 
lantern slides. 

PATERSON, Professor. A Note on the Inferior Vena Cava in 
the Thorax. 

THE PRESIDENT. (1) Some Points in the sets, of the 
Chimpanzee ; (2) Some Anomalies in the Vertebral Column ; 
(3) Hydatids of Morgagni. 


Demonstrations. 
MANSON, Dr. A Case of Transposition of Viscera. 
WATERSTON, Professor. The Use of the Diagraph. 


SECTION oF DISEASES OF CHILDREN. 


Additional Paper. 
HavuGuHTON, Dr. W. S. A Recent Case of Lorenz’s Opera- 
tion demonstrated by xz rays; The Development of the 
Acetabulum. 


SECTION OF ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS. 


Additional Papers. 
HumpurRis, Dr. Howard. Reduction of Weight |by Means of 
Snow, Dr. £ ew York). Electrical Treatment of the Prostate. 
HeEmpson, Dr. W. Title not fixed. 


These papers are to be read on Thursday. 


SECTION OF GYNAECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS. 

Wednesday, July 24th.—Discussion on The Treatment 
of the Inflammatory Diseases of the Uterine Appendages. 

The following is an abstract of the paper by which Mr. 
CHRISTOPHER MartTIN will open this discussion from the 
surgical standpoint : 

In forming an estimate of the value of surgical treat- 
ment of inflammation of the appendages we must bear in 
’ mind: (1) The natural course of the disease untreated ; 
(2) the results of medical treatment ; (3) the effects of the 
operation on the local disease ; (4) the effeet on the general 
health of the patient; (5) the mortality of the operation. 


+ drainage in acute pyosalpinx. 


. Moore, Dr. Irwin. 


In past years many needless mutilating operations have 
been performed. re conservative methods now prevail. — 
A. Ovarian Inflammation. Acute ovaritis seldom calls for 
operation. Abscess of the ovary best treated by vaginal 
drainage in the acute stage. Chronic ovaritis: Varieties ; 
indications for operation; value of conservative measures ; 
importance of saving even a part of one ovary ; evil effects 
of double oéphorectomy in neurotic women. B. Tubal 
Inflammation. Chief causes, gonorrhoea, sepsis, and 
tubercle. Varieties: Results of treatment leg with 
the cause and (6) the degree of inflammation. pingitis, 
unilateral, hydrosalpinx. Pyosalpinx: Value of vaginal 
Importance of removing 
the uterus in many cases of pyosalpinx. Mortality of the 
various operations. 
Friday, July 26th.-—Papers : 
JOHNSTONE, Dr. R. W. Chorio-angioma of Placenta (lantern 


slides). 

SHANNON, Dr. D. Rupture of Uterus in a Case of Concealed 
Accidental Haemorrhage ; some observations and notes. 

RUSSELL, Dr. A. W. Fibrosis Uteri. 

HEDLEY, Dr. J. P. The Excretion of Creatin in Pregnancy and 
the Toxaemias of Pregnancy. 

BYERS, Sir John. Rashes occurring during the Puerperium. 

FOTHERGILL, Dr. W. E. Developmental Errors of Puberty. 


SEcTION oF LARYNGOLOGY AND RHINOLOGY. 
Additional Papers. 

BRONNER, Dr. Adolph. Notes on Two Cases of Painful Chronic 

bss ar the Upper Part of the Oesophagus, due to Atrophic 
Jatarrh. 

DowniE, Mr. Walker. Syphilis as a Cause of Stenosis of the 
Oesophagus. 

Demonstrations. 5 

) A Pair of Forceps for Removing any 
kind of Foreign y from the Oesophagus. (2) Pliers 
for Cutting up and Removing be rm Pins, etc. 

HILL, Dr. William. Lantern Exhibition of Skiagrams Re- 
lating to Diseases of the Oesophagus. 


SECTION OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
Thursday, July 25th.—Discussion on Tuberculin. 
The following is a synopsis of Mr. Macxay’s opening 


paper : 

It is suggested that the discussion upon the use of 
tuberculin in diseases of the eye should be conducted 
upon the following lines :—I. The use of tuberculin in 
diagnosis of ocular tuberculosis: (1) Which preparation 
and which method of application is the most reliable ? 
(2) the importance of differential diagnosis between the 
human, bovine, and avian varieties, and the means of dis- 
crimination. II. The use of tuberculin in ocular therapy : 
(1) The choice of preparation ; (2) the scheme of dosage; _ 
(3) the duration of its influence. III. Illustrative cases’ 
and statements of experience in the use of tuberculin in 
diagnosis and treatment. 


SECTION OF PHARMACOLOGY. 
Additional Papers. 
CLARKE, Dr. A.J. The Standardization of Cardiac Tonics. 


. Ransom, Dr. Ford. The Action of Adaenalin on the Suprarenal 


Vessels. 


Honorary Local Treasurer— 

Tuomas H.-Bicxerton, M.R.C.S., 

88, Rodney Street, Liverpool, 

Honorary Local Secretaries— 

Frank H. Barenpt, M.D., F.R.C.S.Eng., 

Kart A. Grossmann, M.D., F.R.C.S.Edin., 

W. THELWALL Tuomas, Ch.M., F.R.C.S., 

Liverpool Medical Institution, 114, Mount 
Pleasant, Liverpool. 


EXCURSIONS AND ENTERTAINMENTS. 
Tue Excursions Committee in Liverpool is making arrange- 
ments for visits to a number of interesting places on; 
Friday and Saturday, July 26th and 27th. These include’ 
the following: 


Friday. 

Blackpool.—The party, limited to 150, will be entertained at - 
luncheon by the Mayor and Corporation, and visits will be paid © 
to various places of interest both in the morning and in the 
afternoon. 

Penmaenmawr and Pendyffryn Hall.— per , limited to 20, 
has been invited to visit Penmaenmawr, and will be entertained 
at luncheon and tea at Pendyffryn Hall by Dr. Dobson. - 
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Saturday. 
Chester and Eaton Hall.—During the morning this party, 
limited to 200, will visit the cathedral and many places of 
historic interest in the / of Chester. They will 
tained at lunch at the Town Hall by the Chester Medical 
Society, after which the party will proceed by steam-launch to 
Eaton Hall, where they will be entertained at tea by the Duke 
of Westminster. 
_Buxton.—The party (limited to 200) going to Buxton will, after 
a visit to the pump-room, baths, and- Devonshire Hospital, be 
entertained at luncheon by the Buxton Medical Society. 

Southport.—This party, which is limited to 100, will drive 
through the town in two sections, and will visit the Infirmary 
and the Convalescent Hospital ; at each institution the members 
will be received by the Medical Staff. They will afterwards be 
entertained. at a luncheon given by the Southport Medical 
Society and the Southport Division of the British Medical 
Association jointly. In the afternoon there will be a garden 
ae at Hesketh Park, by invitation of the Mayor and 

ayoress. 

Llandudno.—Arrangements have been made for a party of 
200 to proceed to Llandudno by steamer. They will be received 
by the Urban District Council and entertained at luncheon. 

Isle of Man.—A party, limited to 100, has been invited to visit 
the Isle of Man, where they will be received by the Mayor and 
Corporation, and entertained at dinner in the evening on board 
the ss. Empress Queen. During the earlier part of the day motor 
tours have been arranged. 

Members desirous of taking part in any of the above 
excursions are requested to make application for tickets to 
Dr. Francis W. Bailey, 51a, Rodney Street, Liverpool. 

Tickets will be allotted in priority of application, and it 
is advisable to mention a second choice of excursion in 
case all the tickets for the first choice have been taken 
before application. In many cases the excursions can be 
prolonged for the week-end. 


GOLF. 
Members will be allowed to play on the following links: 
Royal Liverpool (Hoylake), Formby, Wallasey, Birkdale, Wool- 
ton, West Lancashire, Ormskirk, and West Derby on payment 
of green fees. The Executive Committee has arranged by 
means of a system of vouchers to be obtained at the Reception 
Room that the cost of the green fees in the competitions be 
defrayed by the Association. Hospitality is also offered b 
the following clubs in Blackpool and neighbourhood: Nort 
Shore Golf. Club gos agg lackpool Golf Club, St. Anne’s 
and Lytham Golf Clubs, Old Links Golf Club (St. Anne’s), 
Fairhaven Golf Club (Fairhaven). : : 

The competition for the Ulster Cup will take place on Thurs- 
day, July 25th, on the Hoylake links. Bogey play under handi- 
cap not exceeding 18: one round of 18 holes. No previous play 
by competitors will be allowed on the links on that day. Any 
member wishing to compete should send in his name, club, and 
, lowest handicap, certified by the club secretary, to Dr. A. 

Nimmo Walker, 45, Rodney Street, Liverpool, by Tuesday 
morning, July 23rd. : 

On Friday, July 26th, there will be a golf match between 
members of the Association residing in Lancashire and 
Cheshire and the rest of the Association, which will be played 
at Formby Links. Names should be sent to Dr. Walker as above. 

A competition open to wives, daughters, and sisters of mem- 
bers of the Association by medal play for a prize will be held 
on the links of the West Lancashire Ladies Golf Club, Hall 
Road, on July 24th. A match forsimilar entrants has also been 
arranged on the same links for Thursday, July 24th. Ladies 
wishing to play are requested to send in their names, clubs, and 
handicaps, certified by the club secretary, to Miss Walker, 45, 
Rodney Street, Liverpool, by Tuesday morning, July 23rd. 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The Local Entertainments Committee has made arrange- 
menis for members to visit various places of interest in the 
city of Liverpool : 

The works of the new Cathedral may be visited on the 
mornings of Tuesday or Wednesday. On Wednesday afternoon, 
between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., parties of 10 at a time will be shown 
over the offices of the Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury and the 
Liverpool Courier. On the same afternoon the White Star 
Company will receive visitors on board the ss. Cedric, and the 
Allan Line on board the ss. Corsican. On the same afternoon 
the President of the Medical Institution and Mrs. Robert Jones 
will give a garden party at Druid’s Cross, Wavertree. In the 
evening there will bea soirée at the Walker Art Gallery, lent 
by the Corporation of Liverpool. 

On Thursday afternoon a garden party will be given by Dr. 
C. T. Street at Haydock Lodge Private Asylum, and by Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Frank Paul at ‘‘ The Anchorage,’’ Hoylake. Later in the 
afternoon the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress (Lord and Lady 
Derby) will give a garden party in the Botanic Gardens. On the 
same afternoon Mr. Robert Jones and Dr. C. J. Macalister will 
take a party of 200 visitors to the Liverpool Country Hospital 
for Children at Heswall. On Thursday the Booth Steamship 
Company will entertain visitors to tea on board the ss. Hilary, 
which will be arranged to show the mosquito-proof appliances ; 
‘Messrs. Cammell, Laird and Co. will show visitors over their 
shipbuilding and where the new Dread- 
nought Audacious and some Argentine destroyers are being 
built. A visit will be paid by invitation to the estate of the 


enter-_ 


Liverpool Garden Suburbs Tenants Company, and the Merse 
Docks and Harbour Board will show a party of visitors over we 
warehouses and docks. In the evening the annual dinner of the 
Association takes place, and there will be a performance for 
ladies of ‘‘ Mrs. Gorringe’s Necklace”’ at the Royal Court Theatre. 
On Friday Lord Derby, the Chancellor of the University of 
Liverpool, will entertain a number of visitors at luncheon by 
special invitation at the Town Hall before the ceremony of con- 
ferring honorary degrees, which is to take place at 2.30 p.m. at 
the Philharmonic Hall. Sir William Lever will entertain a 
ced of invited guests to luncheon at Hulme Hall, Port Sun- 
ight, and will entertain a large ae to tea in the afternoon 
and show them over Port Sunlight. Sir James and Lady Barr 
will give a garden party at Calderstones Park, and the Cunard 
Steamship Company will provide a tender to take the visitors to 
the Lusitania in the river, where they will be entertained at tea. 


‘In the evening there will be a dance at the Philharmonic Hall, 
rand members: desiring to be 


age should notify Dr. D. 
Douglas-Crawford, 75, Rodney Street, Liverpool. as 

Arrangements have been made for a trip on the river Mersey 
on Wednesday afternoon, at the invitation of the Birkenhead - 
Corporation; on-Thursday afternoon one of the Wallasey ferry 
boats will make a similar trip, and visitors will be entertained 
at tea by Dr. Oldershaw, Mayor of Wallasey. 


Notice as to Issue of Cards and Tickets. 

No tickets: for entertainments will be issued on Monday, 
July 22nd. 

On Tuesday only tickets of admission for the President’s 
Address at the Royal Court Theatre will be issued. ~ 

All tickets for entertainments arranged for 500 and over will 
be issued on Wednesday. in priority of application, with the 
exception of applications for tickets for the ball on Friday night, 
which will be received at the Reception Room up to 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday. The tickets will be issued on Thursday.. Should 
the applications exceed the tickets available the ballot wilt be 
resorted to. 

Tickets for entertainments on Friday limited to less than 500 
will not be issued until Thursday morning, but applications 
will be received from the opening of the meeting. Where 
applications exceed the number of cards available the ballot 
wiil be resorted to. 


Entertainments Honorary Secretaries— 
FRANK A. G. JEANS, F.R.C.S.Eng., 
30, Rodney Street, Liverpool. 
WILLIAM E. LIVESEY, M.D., ee 
, 10, Rodney Street, Liverpool. 
Excursions Honorary Secretary— ; 
FRANCIS W. BAILEY, M.R.C.S., 


£14, Rodney Street, Liverpool. 


‘Association Motices. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


Notice is hereby given that the 1912 Annual 

General Meeting of the British Medical Assc- 

ciation will be held in the Small Goncert Hall, 

St. George’s Hall, Liverpool. on Tuesday, July 

23rd, 1912, at Two o'clock in the Afternoon. 
BY ORDER OF THE COUNCHi, 


GUY ELLISTON, 


Financial Secretary and 


June 26th, 1912. Business Manager. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL BY 
GROUPED REPRESENTATIVES. 


Notice is hereby given that Nominations for candidates 
for election of Members of Council by grouped Repre- 
sentatives for the year 1912-13 will be received by the 
Medical Secretary up to the end of the first hour of the 
proceedings of the Annual Representative Meeting, on 
Monday, July 22nd, 1912. Each Nomination must be on 
the prescribed form, copies of which will be forwarded 
by the Medical Secretary on application. 

Separate forms have been prepared: (I) for Nomination 
by a Division (through its Representative), and (II) for 
Nosuination by a Representative of a Constituency included 
in the Group, and those applying are requested to state for 
which purpose the form is desired. 

The voting papers will be issued at the Representative 
Meeting to each Representative or Deputy Representative 
of a Constituency in the United Kingdom in attendance at 
the Meeting. : 
By order of the Council, 

ALFRED Cox, 


June 24th, 1912. Medical Secretary. 
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Meetings of Branches and Bibisions. 


[The proceedings of the Divisions and Branches of the 
Association relating to Scientific and Clinical Medicine 
when reported by the Honorary Secretaries, are published 
in the body of the JouRnat. | 


ABERDEEN BRANCH: 
ABERDEEN Division. 
A MEETING of this Division was held in the Medico- 
Chirurgical Society's Hall, 29, King Street, Aberdeen, on 
Monday, July lst. Dr. Joun Gorpon presided over a full 
meeting, about forty members being present. 

Medical Appointments by Scottish Insurance Commis- 
_ sioners.—The recent appointments of medical men by the 

Scottish Insurance Commissioners were under considera- 

-tion. Several motions on the subject were carried 
unanimously. The first motion was as follows: 

(a) That this meeting of the Aberdeen Division of the British 
Medical Association condemns the action of Drs. Currie and 
Cullen in having, contrary to the express wish of the 
medical profession in Scotland, as 
medical officers under the National Health Insurance Act ; 
(0) that so long as they remain in office, the medical pro- 
ession ought not, in any circumstances, to work under 
the Act. 

The opinion of the meeting was that those members, by 
. their action at the present juncture, while negotiations 
between the Commissioners and the profession were pro- 
ceeding, had rendered tliemselves unsuitable for and 
unworthy of securing the co-operation of medical men 
throughout the country in the working of the Act. The 
second motion put to the meeting was as follows: 

That this meeting hereby expresses its want of confidence in 
Dr. Norman Walker, as the Direct Representative of the 
Scottish medical profession on the General Medical 
Council, and that it calls upon him forthwith to test the 
feeling of his constituents by resigning his seat and 
submitting himself to the electorate. 

In the last motion carried, the meeting confirmed the 
finding of the State Sickness Insurance Committee of the 
Association, to the effect that acceptance of a medical 
appointment on a Provisional Insurance Committee, or on 
a committee for the administration of sanatorium benefit, 
constituted an act of disloyalty to the medical profession. 
It may be mentioned in this connexion that Dr. Maver 
(Bucksburn) and Dr. Trail (Fraserburgh) have intimated 
their intention to resign the posts of medical advisers on 
the County Council Committee, to which they were 
appointed. So far, none of the medical men in the town 
or county who have been approached directly by the 
Insurance Commissioners, with a view to persuading them 
to accept such posts, have done so. : 

Supplementary Pledge-—The meeting was strongly of 
opinion that the supplementary pledge should be signed by 
members of honorary staffs of hospitals without modifica- 
tion, as otherwise it was impossible to obtain satisfactory 
unanimity. It was reported that all the members of the 
honorary staffs of Aberdeen hospitals had signed the 
pledge. 

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH: 
CENTRAL Division. 
A GENERAL meeting of this Division was held in the 
Medical Institute on July 10th. Mr. Lucas took the chair, 
and eighty-six members were present. 

Instructions to Representatives—The Report of the 
Council (British MepicaL JouRNAL SUPPLEMENT, July 6th) 
was considered, and Representatives instructed to support 
Recommendations A, B, C ... to P, and were given dis- 
cretion upon Recommendation Q. It was then proposed 
by the CHarrman as a recommendation of the Executive 
Committee of this Division : 

That this Division instruct its Representatives to strongly 
support Recommendation X (i,.ii, iii), breaking off negotia- 
a the Government, and to oppose Recommenda- 
ion Y. 

This was carried with two dissentients. An amendment: 


That Representatives be given discretion as to whether they 
support X or Y, 


being first put, was lost by a large majority. The following . 


took part in the discussion upon this question: The 
Cuarrman, Dr. SaunpBy, Mr. Morrison, Mr. Marsu, Dr. 
Carson Dr. Oakes, Mr. Geo. Heaton, Dr. 
Dr. Sproat, Dr. Butt, Dr. Dr. Harris, 
and Dr. J. F. ALLEN. : 

Supplementary Report of Council.—_The Supplementary 

Report of the Council (SupPLEMENT to the British MEpicaL 
JourNaL, July 6th) was next considered, and the Repre- 
sentatives were instructed to support all the Recom- 
mendations from page 45 to e 51 inclusive. 

Alteration of Boundaries.—The following resolution was 

carried unanimously : 

That this Division gives its sanction and approval to the 
proposed alteration of its boundaries so as to include within 
its area that portion of Handsworth and King’s Norton and 
Northfield which are now part of Greater Birmingham, and 
which are at the present time in the West Bromwich and 
Bromsgrove Divisions respectively. 

A petition signed by all the members of the West Bromwich 
Division resident in Handsworth, petitioning to be included 
in the Central Division, was presented. 

Communication from another Division.—A circular 

letter from the Secretary of the Stockport, Macclesfield, 
and East Cheshire Division was read, but time would not 


_ permit of discussion upon it, so it was laid upon the table. 


Other Instructions to Representatives.—Dr. W1iLKINSON 
proposed, Dr. Ormonp seconded, and it was carried unani- 
mously, that the Representatives be instructed to move 
the following resolution : 

That all members of clubs who do not come under the 
National Insurance Act as members of approved societies 
shall not be attended by the medical profession for a capita- 
tion fee of less than 8s. 6d. per annum, exclusive of medicine 
and extras. 

Dr. Carson ABBortt proposed, Dr. WILKINSON seconded, and 
it was carried unanimously, that the Representatives be 
instructed to move the following resolution : 

That, in view of the fact that by Schedule I, Part II (b), of the 
National Insurance Act certain local and public authorities, 
etc., have claimed and obtained exception from ScheduleI, 
Part I (employments within the meaning of Part I of this 
Act relating to health insurance), thereby preventing or 
rendering it difficult for their employees to exercise the 
right of ‘‘ free choice of doctor,” steps should be taken by 
the Association to further safeguard the cardinal principle 
of ‘free choice of coctor’”’ in this connexion, which 
under the conditions above alluded to is being seriously 
imperilled. 

Provisional Medical Committee.—Dr. OsBorneE, Honorary 
Secretary, Provisional Medical Committee, reported that 
only one general practitioner had not signed the pledge or 
handed in the resignation of his contract appointments ; 
one general practitioner only, although he had signed the 
pledge, had not handed in the resignation of his club 
appointments. Three consultants only had not signed the 
pledge. Approximate number of medical practitioners in 
the area of the Provisional Medical Committee, 500. 


CovENTRY AND NUNEATON AND TAMWORTH DivISIONs. 
A MEETING of these Divisions was held at the Coventry 
Hospital on July 12th, twenty-four members being present. 
Instructions to Representative—After the usual business 
had been transacted, it was proposed, seconded, and carried 
unanimously : 
That our Representative be instructed to adhere to the seven 
cardinal points, and in default of these being granted within 
a reasonable time, to break off negotiations, and that one 
month from the Representative Meeting be considered a 
reasonable period. 


CAMBRIDGE AND HUNTINGDON BRANCH. 
THE annual meeting was held at tlie Rose and Crown. 
Hotel, Wisbech, on Monday, July 8th. Dr. E. J. Cross, 
President, presided at the general business meeting at 
12.30 p.m., thirty members being present. 

Balance Sheet——The balance sheet was presented and 
adopted. 
Installation of New President.—Dr. E. J. Cross vacated 
the chair for Dr. Max F. Ty tor, the President-elect. 
Annual Meeting, 1913.—It was agreed that the annual 
meeting for 1913 should be held in Cambridge. . 
Election of Officers.—The following were elected officers 
for the ensuing year: President-elect, Dr. Griffiths; Hono- 
rary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. G, Haynes; Repre- 
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sentative at Representative Meetings, Dr. L. Newton 
(Alconbury Hill); Branch Council, Drs. Fordyce, Apthorpe 
Webb, Garrood, Williams, Wright, Meacock, and Waters. . 

Vote of Thanks to Retiring Secretary.—Dr. Cross pro- 

— a vote of thanks to the retiring secretary (Dr. H. B. 
erick) ; Dr. Wricut seconded, and it was carried with 
acclamation. 

Rule Z.—Dr. GrirFitHs pro and Dr. Waters 
seconded that Rule Z (the Bradford rules) be adopted by 
the Branch. This was carried. 

Luncheon.—At 1.30 over fifty members and guests were 
sumptuously entertained to luncheon by the kind invitation 
of the President (Dr. Tylor). The following toasts were 
drunk: “ The King,” “The President,” proposed by Dr. 
Cross and responded to by Dr. Tytor; “ The Visitors,” 
proposed by the PrEsIDENT, and responded to by the Vicar 
or WissEcu ; “The retiring President,” by Dr. TyLor and 
responded to by Dr. Cross. 

Papers.—The Prestpent read an interesting paper, 
“Notes on some cases of appendicitis.”” A discussion 
followed, in which Mr. Wuerry, Mr. Deicuton, Professor 
Brapsury, and Mr. Henney took part. Dr. THomas J. 
Waker demonstrated his method of using Fehling’s test 
for estimating the quantity of sugar in diabetic urine. Mr. 
GEORGE WHERRY made some remarks on five cases of 
renal and ureteral calculi, and showed specimens. Mr. 
SHILLINGTON ScaLEs very ably demonstrated the skiagrams. 

At Home.—After the meeting terminated the President 
and Mrs. Max Tylor were “at home” to members and their 
— and friends in the Church House, kindly lent by the 

icar. 


CONNAUGHT BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch was held at 2.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 25th, at the Railway Hotel, Athenry; Dr. 
D. Crow.ey was'in the chair. 

Sanatorium Benefits—Mr. R. B. Mahon, F.R.C.S., wrote 
about the administration of sanatorium benefit and the 
necessity of taking action in view of the proposed appoint- 
ment of roving tuberculosis medical officers, and the grant- 
ing from the Treasury of a large subsidy to the Women’s 
National Health Association. The matter was referred to 
the County Medical Committees. 

Proposed Friendly Society under Professional Auspices. 
—Dr. proposed that a friend] ‘ter! under pro- 
fessional auspices should be established. The Honorary 
Secretary pointed out that the matter was dealt with in 
Report D 14 on the organization of medical attendance on 
the provident or insurance principle. It was agreed to 
refer it to the County Galway Medical Defence Committee 
and other county committees. 

Election of Officers.—The appointments were 
unanimously made: President,“M. J. B. Costello, M.B.; 
‘President-elect, D. Crowley, M.D.; Honorary Secretary, 
John Mills, M.B.; Representative on Councit and Repre- 
sentative to Representative. Meeting, T. B. Costello, M.D. ; 
Representatives on Irish Committee, R. B. Mahon, F.R.C.S., 
John Mills, M.B.; Executive Committee, C. L. Birmingham, 
J. Carroll, T. B. Costello, D. Crowley, J. A. Hanrahan, 
R. W. Kelly, R. J. Kinkhead, Joseph MacDonnell (Ros- 
common), C. H. Foley, R. J. Martyn, John Mills. 

Instructions to Representative——The report of Council 
was considered, and the Representative directed to support 
it, especially as to extending the Feeble-minded Bill to 
‘Ireland, and as to the proposed diploma in psychiatry. 
‘The resolution of p.461 (SupPLEMENT, May 11th) was con- 
sidered ultra vires as medical men in Ireland were bound 
to supply the information required. . : 

Chelsea Resolution—The Representative was directed 
to support the Chelsea amendment (Motion 36 in SupPLE- 
‘MENT, May 18th). Motion 48 as to expenses was dis- 
approved of. It was decided that the President and the 
‘Honorary Secretary should have power to nominate a 
substitute if the Representative were unable to attend 
‘Representative Meeting. 

_ Next Annual Meeting.—Next year’s annual meeting to 
ibe held in Galway in the forenoon. 


DORSET AND WEST HANTS BRANCH: 
West Dorset Division. 
A megEtiInG of the West Dorset Division was held at 
Dorchester on July 9th. Dr. W. C. Spooner was in the 
chair. There were present twenty-eight in all, 


Instructions to Representative.—It was decided that the 


‘Representative be instructed to vote for breaking off the 


negotiations. 

Weymouth “ Sliding” Scheme of Medical Service——The 

Weymouth “sliding” scale scheme for public medical 
service was referred to a committee for elaboration and for 
report to the Division at an early date. 
- Club Appointments.—It was decided to send in the 
resignations of club appointments to the secretaries of the 
various clubs; but the consent of the State Sickness In- 
surance Committee was to be obtained before doing this. 


DUNDEE BRANCH: 
Division. 
A meeTING of the Division was held in University College 
on July 12th; Dr. C. S. Youna was in the chair. 

Report of Cowncil.—After discussion of the report of 
Council the following resolution became the finding of the 
meeting : 

That if before the Representatite Meeting no definite offer is 
made by the Government the Representative Meeting break 
off all negotiations, but that if a definite offer be made 
before the Representative Meeting by the Government the 
Representative be empowered to vote for the appointment 
of a Committee to negotiate with the Government. - 

The resolution regarding examination charges for approved 
societies was unanimously carried, and thus became a 
resolution of the Division. 

Sir William Plender’s Report.—The Secretary read a 
letter from Sir William Plender thanking the medical practi- 
tioners for the help they so very kindly, willingly, and 
generously gave during the recent investigation. The 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Honorary Secretary 
were requested to prepare a letter for the press regardin 
the report of Sir Wm. Plender. In this letter they poin 
out especially the position Dundee occupied in the report, 
and how the low wages and low medical fees made the 
report with regard to the other towns quite fallacious and 
misleading. - 


EDINBURGH BRANCH: 
EpinsurGa AND LerTH Division. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on Thursday, July 
11th, in the Gartshaw Hall. Dr. James Rircuie, Chairman 
of the Division, presided ; sixty-six members attended. | 

Protest ‘Against Inspection of Books.—The SEntor 
Secretary reported that the Executive had protested 
against the advice of the State Sickness Insurance Com- 
mittee to the doctors in certain towns to allow an 
inspection of their books by a Government actuary. 

Medical Appointments wnder Insurance Act.—Letters 
had been sent to Sir James Russell, Dr. Cullen, and Dr. 
Robertson (Leith) about appointments on the Provisional 
Insurance Committees, and the replies of Sir James 
Russell and Dr. Robertson were brought before the 
meeting; Dr. Cullen had not replied. 

Public Medical Service-—The Executive had considered 
the Public Medical Service schemes, but disapproved of 
both A and B; they decided on some general principles, 
and have the subject still under consideration. ~__ 

Instructions to Representatives.—The special report of 
the Council was fully discussed, and it was decided 
unanimously to instruct the Representatives to the 
Representative Meeting to support the motion to break off 
negotiations with the Government. A motion for a postal 
vote of the members was defeated by a very large majority, 
only two supporting it. It was decided to send a communi- 
cation of the proceedings to the local press. 


Soutu-Eastern CountiEs Division. 
A MEETING was held at Newtown St. Boswells on July 11th. 
Dr. J. S. Murr (Selkirk), Chairman, presided, and thirty- 
one members were present. 

Supplementary Pledge——The Secretary read a state- 
ment which showed that, although the canvass was not 
quite completed, 58 out of 66 members had signed the 
pledge of the Association, by which they bound themselves 
to act as a united body. Of those who had not signed, 
one was a retired practitioner, two held public offices, four 
were practitioners who had delayed sending in their. 
papers, and one had refused to sign. Of the 26 members 
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holding appointments as medical officers to friendly 
societies, had placed their signed resignations in the 
hands of the Secretary. These resignations included 
all the contract practices within the four counties of the 
Division with one exception. 7 

Defence Funds.—More than £600 has been guaranteed 
by members of the Division to the defence funds. 

Instruction to Representative.—On the motion of Dr. 
McRosert the following resolution was unanimously 
agreed to: ; 

As the ultimate terms of the British Medical Association 
have been absolutely clear to the Government, and have 
not yet been conceded, this Division resolves that further 
negotiations on the part of Representatives of the Associa- 
tion to the Government are not only unnecessary but 
unwise, until such time as the Government is prepared to 
inform the Association that the said ultimate terms are 
conceded. And, in the event of the ultimate terms of the 
British Medical Association béing conceded by the Govern- 

ment, this Division empowers its Representative to 
acquiesce in the appointment of representative members of 
the Association to negotiate with the Government in regard 
to other questions affecting the interests of the profession. 

Medical Appointments under Insurance Act.—It was 

also unanimously agreed that— eps 

With reference to the appointments under the Insurance Act 
accepted by Drs. Cullen (Edinburgh) and Dr. Currie, M.Q.H. 

_. (Fifeshire), this Division desires to express its emphatic 
disapproval of the same, as detrimental to the unity of the 
profession at this critical time, and as a hindrance to a 
settlement of matters now in dispute between’ the pro- 
fession and the Government. This Division resolves that 
any co-operation on the part of its members with the afore- 

.. mentioned officials is to be regarded as impossible, on 

_ account of the action they themselves have taken. 

‘Sir William Plender’s Report.—With reference to the 
selection of Dundee by the Government as a typical com- 
munity affected by the Insurance Act, this Division is 
emphatically of opinion that the conditions of the popula- 
tion there and the kind of medical practice created by 
these conditions, are such that no conclusions drawn from 
them can be of any guidance in determining the adjust- 
ment of the relations of the medical profession to the 
Government in other centres of population. 

Appointment on Advisory Committee—On the motion 
of Dr. TyrreLL, the Division unanimously resolved that 
the action of Dr. Norman Walker in refusing to place the 
resignation of his appointment on the Advisory Committee 
at the disposal of the Scottish Medical Insurance Council, 
as had been done by other members, was contrary to the 
interests of the profession, and expressed its strong dis- 
approval. : 


FIFE BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch, to which every practitioner in 
the area, member and non-member, was invited, was held 
at Kirkcaldy on July 11th, when the following resolutions 
were carried: 
Instruction to Representative. 

That this meeting instructs its Representative to support 
Recommendation X of the Central Council’s report at the 
forthcoming Representative Meeting in Liverpool. 

Medical Appointments under Insurance Act.—The 

following resolutions were passed : ' 

That this meeting of the Fife Branch of the British Medical 
Association, to which every practitioner in the area, 
member and non-member, has been invited, hereby con- 
demns the action of Dr. Currie and Dr. Cullen, in having, 
contrary to the be mien wish of the medical profession in 
Scotland, acce appointments as medical officers under 
the National-Health Insurance Act; and that this meeting 
further considers them, through their action at this junc- 
ture, as absolutely unfitted to secure the co-operation of the 
medical men throughout the country. 

Copies of this resolution to be sent to Dr. Currie, Dr. 
Cullen, the Insurance Commissioners, the Secretaries of the 
Fife County Council, the British Medical Association, the 
Scottish Medical Insurance Committee, and to the press, 
lay and medical. 

That this meeting of the Fife Branch of the British Medical 
Association, to which every practitioner in the area, 
member and non-member, has been invited, hereby 
expresses its complete want of confidence in Dr. Norman 
Walker as the Direct Representative of the Scottish 

- medical profession on the General Medical Council, and 

that it calls upon him forthwith toresign hisseat. = 
It_was directed that copies of this resolution should be 
sent to Dr. Norman Walker, the Secretazies of the British 


Medical Association, the Scottish Medical Insurance Com 
mittee, and the General Medical Council, and to the press, 
lay and medical. 


GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH : 
DUMBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLLSHIRE DrvisIon. 
A GENERAL meeting of this Division was held on July 9th 
in Clydebank. Dr. James Witson, Dumbarton, presided. . 
Sixteen members were present. ; 
_ Annual Representative Meeting.—Dr. Cramp intimated 
inability to attend as Representative, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ritchie, M.B., R.A.M.C., 6, Glenan Gardens, 
Helensburgh, was elected unanimously to attend in 
place of Dr. Cramb. 
Reports from Provisional Local Medical Committees. 
Argyllshire ——Dr. Currie reported: 
Signed complementary pledge 
Promised to sign complementary pledge... 7 
- Remainder may yet sign. . 
Sent in resignations of contract practice 
appointments 
(Comparatively little contract work in Argyllshire.) 
Dumbartonshire—Dr. SUTHERLAND reported : 
Total practitioners <<< 
Signed complementary pledge 
Home addresses ’’ (not in practice) 

All holders of contract practice appointments (13) have signed 
resignation forms. 

Dumbarton Burgh.—Dr. McLacuuan reported that all 
in practice had signed the complementary pledge, and all 
holders of contract practice appointments had promised to 
resign these when 

Clydebank Burgh.—Dr. Cramp (in Dr. Strang’s absence) 


reported : 
Signed complementary pledge... . ... 2 
-- Signed resignation of contract practice ... 2 


The first three reports were considered very satisfactory, 
but surprise and regret were expressed at that from 
Clydebank, particularly as_ twelve practitioners there 
signed the original “ undertaking.” After discussion, it 
was moved by Dr. R. ALLAN, seconded by Lieutenant 

Colonel Ritcuiz, and unanimously agreed : ; 

That the non-members of the British Medical Association in 
Clydebank be invited to be present at the meetings of the 
Division while business relative to the Insurance Act ig 
being discussed. 

It was then moved by Dr. Gitmour, seconded by Dr. 
Macrig, and unanimously decided: 

That Dr. Strang (Clydebank) be ues i 
situation in relation to the Insurance Act campaign, and 
especially the attitude of practitioners in Clydebank to the 
signing of complementary pledges and forms of resignation 
of contract practice, and report without delay to the 
Division Secretary, in view of the urgency of the matter. 

Instructions to Representative.—After discussion the 
Representative was unanimously instructed to support 
alternative Recommendation Y (continuing negotiations), 
and all the other Recommendations in the Special and’ 
Supplementary Reports of Council (British Mexpican 
JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT, July 6th). Dr. Youne then moved, 
Dr. Cras seconded, and it was unanimously agreed : 

That in view of past difficulties at Representative Meetings 
when from various causes the policy of the Association as 
approved by Divisions has had to be amended, we instruct 
our Representative under such conditions to use his own 
discretion in voting. _ 

County Insurance. Committee——Dr. Gitmour intimated 
his refusal to act on the County Insurance Committee as 
a medical practitioner when appointed by the county 
council; his action was cordially approved. 

Dumbarton Cottage Hospital——The Cuatrman stated 
that as the result of united action by Dumbarton practi- 
tioners the remuneration of the visiting staff had been 
raised to £50 per annum. 


LANARKSHIRE Division. 
A. MEETING of the Lanarkshire Division was held in 
Glasgow on July 9th. Dr. Bruce Gorr was in the chair, 
pnd twenty-four members were present. 
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Special and Supplementary Reports of Central Council. 

The Special Report of Council published in the Britisu 
MEpDIcAL JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT of July 6th was considered, 
and the following opinions were recorded with regard to 
the recommendations contained in it. 

Recommendation A.—The meeting unanimously agreed 
with this recommendation. 


Recommendations B to O.—These recommendations 


evoked considerable discussion, and the following resolu- 

tion, moved by Dr. Barr, seconded by Dr. J. C. MACKENZIE, 

was adopted by 18 votes to 3: ; 

That no medical man treat in hospital any insured person 

_ suffering from tuberculosis. 

Recommendations P and Q.—The meeting agreed with 
these. 

Recommendations regarding the Future Action of the 
Association, -X and Y.—After due consideration~of these 
alternative recommendations by the meeting and consider- 
able discussion, the following resolution, moved by Dr. 
W. G. Macpuerson, seconded by Dr. Livincstonr Lovupon, 
was carried unanimously : 

. That our Representative at the Representative Meeting vote 
for continuing negotiations with the Commissioners, but 
that the negotiations must be conducted by members of the 
present State Insurance Committee. 

Zhis was the chief business discussed, and thereafter 

the meeting very briefly discussed the recommendations 

contained in the Supplementary Report of Council, 

1911-12. 

Appointments under the Insurance Act.—A resolution 
was moved by Dr. W. G. Macpnuerson, seconded by Dr. 
J. C. MackENZIE, and carried by a large majority, express- 
ing disapprobation of the conduct of Drs. Currie and 
Cullen in taking positions under the Insurance Commis- 
sioners in opposition to the wishes of the Scottish Medical 


Insurance Council and the medical profession in the 


country. 
Vote of Thanks.—A vote of thanks to the Chairman for 
presiding concluded the meeting. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: 
BLackBuRN DIvIsIon. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on July 11th. Dr. 
CRAN was in the chair. 

Instruction to Representative —It was moved, seconded, 

and resolved : 

That, failing a direct reply from the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer before the Representative Meeting on July 19th, 
1912, granting us our minimum demands unequivocally, 
our Representative vote for breaking off all negotiations. 

It was moved, seconded, and resolved : 
That this meeting of the members of the Blackburn Division 


of the British Medical Association will resist to its utmost 


any further committee being formed having power to settle 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer without matters being 
referred to the various Divisions. 
Blackburn Health Committee and Tuberculosis.—It was 
moved, seconded, and resolved : 

. That the Blackburn Division of the British Medical Associa- 
tion enters its protest against the Health Committee of 
Blackburn taking any further steps in connexion with 
tuberculosis than they have done for some time until after 
the Representative Meeting on July 19th, 1912. 


Sanatorium Benefits—It was moved, seconded, and 


-Tesolved : 


That Dr. Craig be instructed to vote that no member have 
anything to do with sanatorium benefits until our minimum 
demands be granted. 


Buiackpoot Division. 
A WELL-ATTENDED meeting of members of this Division 
was held on June 26th. 

State Sickness Insurance Committee.—A letter from 
Drs. John Brown and Stanley Hodgson, members of the 
‘State Sickness Insurance Committee, was read, arid the 
following resolutions passed thereon : 

\. 1, That this meeting agrees that the Association’s nominees 
on the Advisory Committee be asked to resign. 

2. That this meeting strongly disapproves of the suggestion to 

remove the embargo which prohibits the profession from 
participating in e sanatorium administration until 

poner as the minimum demands of the profession are 


Government Inquiry into Medical Remuneration.—A 


Jetter, dated June 15th, 1912, was read from the Medical . 


Secretary regarding the Government inquiry into medical 
remuneration. It was resolved: 

1. That this meeting urges the practitioners of the Division . 
to refuse to allow the scrutiny of books by agents of the 
Chancellor for the purpose of collecting evidence as to - 
rate of remuneration for attendance on those who will be ° 
insured persons. 

2. That this meeting strongly condemns the action of the 
State Sickness Insurance lameaiaies in promising to aid 
the Chancellor in collecting such evidence. : 

Practitioners and Provisional Inswrance Committecs.— 

A letter, dated June 5th, re National Insurance Act, and 
setting forth the action that had been taken by the State 
Sickness Insurance Committee when asked by the Com- 
missioners to nominate medical practitioners for service 
upon Provisional Insurance Committees, was read and 
agreed to. 

Practitioners and Service wnder Insurance Act.—A letter 

dated June 15th, 1912, re “ Question of acceptance of posi- 
tions in connexion with the National Insurance Act,” was 
read. The question of the position of medical practitioners 
who are members of county or borough councils, when : 
asked to serve on Provisional Insurance Committees, was 
discussed, and the following resolution was passed: 

That no member of the medical ‘profession practising in this 
Division accept any post, remunerative or otherwise, under 
the National Insurance Act until the minimum demands of 
the British Medical Association are conceded. 

_ Instructions to Representative-—The report of Council 
issued on May 11th was considered. It was agreed to 
support the resolution contained in Section 35 re question | 
of expenses of Representatives attending Representative 
Meetings. It was agreed to support resolution contained 
in Section 93 re filling up of death certificates. It was 
agreed to support recommendation contained in Section 99 
re certificates and reports in cases under Workmen's 
Compensation Act and members of hospital staffs. 

Blackpool Town Council's Medical Representative on Pro- 
visional Insurance Committee.—The question of the Black- 
pool Town Council’s medical representative on the Pro- 
visional Insurance Committee was explained. Dr. Pritchard, 
a member of the Council, was nominated for the post, and, 
in spite of his refusal to serve, the Commissioners were © 
asked to make the appointment. In an interview with 
the Secretary of the Provisional Medical Committee, Dr. 
Pritchard signified his intention of resigning from the 
Committee. It was resolved: 

That Dr. Pritchard be asked to make known the fact of his 
resignation through the local press ; also to notify the same 
in a letter to be written to the Division Secretary. 


Liverpoot Division. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on Tuesday, July 9th. | 
Dr. N. P. Marsu was in the chair. : 

Report of Council: Special Instructions to Representative. 
—The Special Report of Council concerning the position of 
the medical profession in relation to the Insurance Act, as 
published in the SuppLeMENT for July 6th, was considered. 
The Division by a large majority decided to instruct its 
Representative to support Recommendation X, which deals 
with breaking off negotiations. There was considerable 
discussion on this point, in which Drs. and Messrs. Larkrn, 
O’SULLIVAN, WILD, GERMAN, R. T. Battey, A. G. GULLAN, 
H. Jones, and Smarr took part. It was agreed with 
regard to Recommendation B, p. 16, that the words “if 
possible” be deleted. With regard to Recommendation H, 
p. 16, it was proposed and carried that after the words 
“only as a consultant,” “and at the request of the 
practitioner in attendance” be added. With regard to © 
Recommendation N, on p. 16, it was proposed and carried 


that “not less than £65 per annum” should read “ not less 


than £75 per annum. It was further agreed that the 
Representative be instructed to vote against practitioners 
taking appointments under the sanatorium benefits of the 
Insurance Act. : 

Supplementary Report of Council: Ship Surgeons.—On 
consideration of the Supplementary Report of Council, it 
was agreed that the recommendation with relation to the 
remuneration of ship surgeons, that it be £15 per month 
instead of £10, and that the words “regularly as such,” 
on p. 49, be omitted, vi 


: 
j 
— 
i 
; 
j 
H 
6 
a 
| 
< 
= 
F 
‘ 
+ 
— 
: 


JULY 20, 1912.] 


MEETINGS OF BRANCHES AND DIVISIONS. 


Barrisu Mxpicat 105 


Public Medical Service—It was recommended that a 
subcommittee be formed to consider a Public Medical 
Service scheme. 

Medical Treatment of School Children.—Owing to the 
late hour the consideration of the report of the Medical 
Treatment of School Children Subcommittee was post- 


poned. 


MANCHESTER Division. 
A MEETING of this Division was held at the Onward 
Buildings, Deansgate, on J uly 10th, at 4.30 p.m. Dr. Jupson 
Bury was_in the chair, and twenty-five other members 

Instructions to Representative.—The Representative was 
instructed as follows. Re report of Council on National 
Insurance Act (SUPPLEMENT, July 6th): 

Recommendation A. To vote for it (unanimously.) 

Recommendations B to O. That these resolutions should 
only be agreed to if the Association decide to work the 
National Insurance Act. - 

Recommendations P and a To vote against. 

Recommendation X (i). To vote for this (unanimously). 

Recommendation X (ii). To vote for this (one dissentient). 

Recommendation X (iii). To vote for this (unanimously). 

Recommendation Y. To vote against this (unanimously). 

Ite Report of Council (SupPLEMENT, May 18th): 

Rider 19, p. 506. To support this. 

Rider 36, p. 507 (Chelsea). To vote against this. 

Rider 46, p. 508. To support this. 

Rider 47. Left to his discretion. 

Rider 48. To vote against. 2 

Rider 49. Leave date open—that is, vote against this. 

Rider 50, p. 509. To vote for this. 

Riders 51, 52, and rest of Report of Council: To use his 
discretion. 

In the event of negotiations being broken off he was 

instructed to move : 

That the Representative Body appoint a special committee to 
watch over and safeguard the interests of the profession in 
relation to the National Insurance Act. This committee to 
have no power to negotiate with the Government, and tc 
report from time to time to the Divisions of the Association. 

He was further unanimously instructed to vote against 
the re-election of the Treasurer of the Association, and 
against the re-election of the Chairman of Representative 
Meetings of the Association. 

Scheme for Medical Benefit.—A proposal to support Dr. 
Picton’s scheme for medical benefit (SuPpPLEMENT, April 
27th) at the Representative Meeting was lost—10 against, 
8 for. 


MANcHESTER (SoutH) Division. 
A GENERAL meeting of this Division was held on 
July 12th. Dr. Evin presided, and thirty-two members 
were present. 

Correspondence.—Letters were read from the Ealing 
Division, Stockport, Macclesfield, and East Cheshire 
Division, from Mr. Ballance, from the State Sickness 
Insurarce Committee in relation to the sending in of 
resignations of clubs, and from the Joint Committee of 
Manchester and Salford relating to a circular letter on the 
giving of information to coroners. 

Instructions to Representatives.—It was decided that 
the Representative of the Division (Dr. Stocks) should 
vote in support of Recommendations A to Q. In consider- 
ing Recommendations X and Y, Dr. Epiin suggested that 
there were three courses open to the meeting in giving 
instructions to the Representative: (1) To instruct him to 
vote against further negotiations; (2) to instruct him to 
vote in favour of further negotiations; (3) to allow him 
to use his own discretion in voting on hearing the 
arguments pro and con at the Annual Representative 
Meeting. Thereupon Dr. Brown proposed and Dr. 
GREGORY seconded : ‘ 

That this meeting of the Manchester (South) Division directs 
its Representative to vote for a continuation of the negotia- 
tions with the Government. 

This was lost. Dr. GoopFELLow proposed and Dr. Hop- 
KINSON seconded : | 

That our Representative be instructed to vote for the breaking 
off of negotiations. 

Dr. SEntor proposed and Dr. Scott seconded the amend- 
ment to add: 

Provided that in his opinion the reports as to the organization 
of the profession are satisfactory. . 


The amendment was lost. The original resolution was 
carried with three dissentients. Dr. CorreRILL proposed 
and Dr. Grant Davie seconded : 

That no information as to the number of assistants in this - 
Division be given. 

This was carried. As to the other recommendations and 
all other subjects discussed the Representative was 
instructed to use his own discretion in giving his vote. 

Sanatorium Benefits—The Representative was in- 
structed to support the resolution contained in para- 
graph 82 of the Report of Council to the Annual Repre- 
sentative Meeting, namely : ' 

That in view of Minute 78 of the Special Representative 
Meeting (February, 1912) no medical appointments be 
accepted for sanatorium benefit until such time as the 
minimum demands of the profession are conceded. 

Medical Examination of Applicants for Membership of - 
Approved Societies under the National Insurance Act.—lt . 
was decided to adopt the recommendation of the North 
Manchester Provisional Local Medical Committee and 
make a charge of 2s. 6d. for medical examination or for 
a health certificate. 

Central Insurance Defence Fund.—Dr. CorteRiLt pro- 
posed and Dr. GreGory seconded : 

That all present at this meeting individually pledge them- 
selves to materially increase their guarantees to the Central 
Insurance Defence Fund, and that the Provisional Medical 
pr ie actively push forward a canvass with this 
object. 


Preston Division. 
A GENERAL meeting of this Division was held on Thursday, 
June 27th, Dr. R. C. Brown in the chair, and forty members 
present. : 

State Sickness Insurance Committee.—After discussion 
on two resolutions dealing with matters of local interest, 
the meeting discussed the letter to Divisions from Drs. 
Brown and Hodgson. The advice contained in that letter 
with regard to “ terminating the pourparlers,” was assented 
to, but the opinion was expressed that the meeting did not 
see how this was to be carried out, as the State Sickness 
Insurance Committee had agreed to the examination of 
the books of practitioners in six towns, which would take 
some considerable time. With regard to the removal of 
the embargo re sanatorium treatment, the meeting 
expressed its strongest dissent from this removal, until the 
seven cardinal points had been granted. 

Public Medical Service.— The Public Medical Service 
scheme was discussed, and it was decided to defer for six 
months further discussion. This did not meet with abso- 
lute approval, and after some argument the CHAIRMAN 
reopened the discussion for the mover and seconder to 
give more in detail their reasons for postponing discussion, 
which they did. 

Supplementary Pledge—The Secretary read a report 
on the result of the canvass for pledges: 

113 men in Division. 
88 members of British Medical Association, 
78 signed pledge. 
15 whole-timers. 
5 signed pledge. 
5 members who have not signed pledge. 
7 who will not sign but will not work the Act. 
2 retired. 
2 away from home. 
Leaving 9 unaccounted for—l in the borough of Preston, 
8 outside the borough. 
17 members holding 57 club sppoianaen (these do not 
include club appointments held under the minimum 


rate). 
36 resignations had been received, and all the holders of 
the 57 clubs had signed the pledge. 


Vote of Thanks to Chairman.—A vote of thanks was 
moved, seconded, and carried unanimously to the 
Chairman. 


Division. 


A MEETING of this Division was held on July 9%h. Dr. 
Lorp was in the chair, and sixteen members were present.: 
Communications to Lay Press.—The following resolution 
was passed unanimously : 
That the Rochdale Division of the British Medical Associa- 
tion disapproves of communications on matters of medical 
and surgical technique by members of the profession to thé 
‘lay press, such communications being contrary to the best. 
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_, traditions of the profession, and that copies of this resolu- 
'" tion be sent to all medical men practising within the area 
of the Rochdale Division. 

Recommendations of Council—Dr. -HopGson moved, 
Dr. JEFFERSON seconded, and Dr. Grant supported Re- 
commendation X, breaking off negotiations. Dr. WALKER 
moved, Dr. BateMAN seconded, and Drs. Rapiey, Lorp, 
and Cox supported Recommendation Y, continuing negotia- 
tions. On being put to the meeting, 10 voted for the 
amendment, Y, and 5 voted for the motion, X. 


Sournport 

A speciaL meeting of this Division was held at the 
Temperance Institute on July 11th. Dr. Mackay was in 
the chair, and twenty-six members were present. Apologies 
were received, among others, from Drs. Penrose and 
Henderson, who expressed strong opinions in favour of 
breaking off negotiations with the Commissioners. 

Instructions to Representative.—The report of the 
Council to the Annual Representative Meeting was con- 
sidered. Dr. WaLKER moved and Dr. CoLiier seconded 
Recommendation X in favour of breaking off negotiations. 
Dr. Russet moved and Dr. Pripre seconded, as an amend- 
ment, Recommendation Y in favour of continuing negotia- 
tions. A lively discussion ensued, in which Drs. Spetrs, 
Harris, Lirtter, Voret, ASHworTH, Episton, IrvinG, and 
Lewis took part. In the course of the discussion, Drs. 
Russet and Privie withdrew their amendment, and 
substituted for it: 2 

That this Division leaves the question of breaking off 

or continuing negotiations to the discretion of our 

_ Representative. 
There were very strong expressions of opinion in favour of 
breaking off negotiations, and most of those who supported 
the amendment expressed similar views, but thought that 
something might be gained by delay and ascertaining 
through the Representative Meeting the latest attitude of 
all concerned. Several members had left before the 
amendment was put to the vote, when it was carried by 
10 to 9. On being put to the meeting as a substantive 
motion, there were 10 votes for and 10 against, and it was 
carried by the casting vote of the Chairman. 


Srockrort, MAccLESFIELD, AND East CHESHIRE Division. 
THE annual meeting of this Division was held at the 
Macclesfield General Infirmary on Wednesday, June 19th, 
at 4.15 o'clock. Dr. Hype Marriorr was in the chair, and 
twenty-two members were present. 

Presentation to Dr. T. B. Hughes.—Before proceeding to 
business the Honorary Secretary and Treasurer (Dr. T. B. 
Hughes) was presented by the CuarrMay, on behalf of the 
members of the Division, with a most handsome silver 
rose bowl, for which he thanked the members most 
gratefully. - 

Election of Officers.—The following were elected officers: 
Chairman, Dr. Andrew Baxter; Vice-Chairman, Dr. E. A. 
Goulden; Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. T. B. 
Hughes; Representative for Annual Representative Meet- 
ing, Dr. L. J. Picton; Representatives on Branch Cowncil, 
Dr. L. J. Picton and Dr. Moriarty; Executive. Committee, 
the foregoing, ex officio, and Drs. Hyde Marriott and Howie 
Smith, and Mr. John Somerville and Mr. H. Wilson. 

Vote of Thanks to Retiring Chairman.—A hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded to Dr. Hype Marriott for his 
services to the Division during the past year. This was 
carried with acclamation. Dr. ANDREW BaxTER then took 
‘the chair, and thanked the members for the honour they 
had done him in electing him to the responsible post. 

Report of Executive Committee—The annual report of 
the Executive Committee was then read and adopted. 

Provisional Medical Committee—The report of the 
committee Was read and adopted, and the Secretary 
(Dr. L. J. Picton) was congratulated-on the great amount 
of work that had beep done, and he, in-turn, thanked his 
correspondents in the different parts of the Division, who 
had so assiduously helped him in the canvass, etc. 

Instruction to Representative.—The various matters 
referred to Divisions in SuppLEMENTs of May 1lth and 
May 18th were considered, and instructions given to the 

resentative oneachone. * 

Votes of Thanks to Governors of Infirmaries.—Votes of 


| thanks were accorded to the Governors of the Macclesfield 


and Stockport Infirmaries for the use of their Board Rooms 
for Divisional meetings. ; 
The meeting was then adjourned till June 26th. 


Adjourned Meeting.—The adjourned meeting was held 
on June 26th at the Stockport Infirmary, at 4 o'clock ; Dr. 
ANDREW BaxtTER was in the chair, and ninetee} members 
were present. 

Apologies for Non-attendance. — Apologies for non- 
attendance were received from Drs. Rayner and Fellows. 

State Sickness Insurance Committee.—Resolutions in 
support of the State Sickness Insurance Committee's 
action in regard to their advice in the matter of practi- 
tioners accepting nomination on the Provisional Insurance 
Committees, and accepting medical appointments for ad- 
ministration of sanatorium benefit, were adopted. - - 

The Insurance Act and the Profession—The following 
resolution was adopted by the Division, and the Secretary 
was requested to send it to the-Medical Secretary for 
inclusion in the Agenda of the Annual Representative 
Meeting: 

That the Council be instructed to inform the Government : 

' ‘1. That in the opinion of the Representative a of the 
British Medical Association, the provisions of the National 
Insurance Act dealing with medical benefit are such as to 
constitute a great menace to the medical profession and tc 

' its usefulness to the community, and that they should be 

— on the basis of the essential features of private 
practice. 

2. That these features should be embodied in a scheme or 

the following lines: 

§ (1) Free choice of doctor from the Medical Register 
subject to doctor’s consent. 

: (2) Payment for work done on a standard tariff. 

(3) Patient to be responsible to the Insurance Committee 
for some portion of the cost of attendance, such 
liability to be limited to an amount fixed in relation 
to his wages. 

§ (4) The British Medical Association is further of opinion 
that there should be facilities for consultations and 
special services, and for this purpose would pro- 
pose that in each large insurance area a body of 
consultants, similar to the staffof a general hos- 
pital, should be formed, and that their services 
should be available at the request of a general 
practitioner. 

§ (5) And that, in view of the saving resulting from § (3), 

: and of the economy of extending the services sug- 
gested in § (4) to the non-insured members of a — 
household, and of the national importanceof medical - 
treatment in the case of young lives and married 
women,. wives and children and other dependants 
of insured should be included in medical benefits. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: 
CHELSEA Division. 
A MEETING of the Division was held at the Fulham Town 
Hall on June 25th, 1912. Dr. Youne was in the chair, and 
twenty-eight other members were present. 

Local Provisional Medical Committee—In reply to the 
State Sickness Insurance Committee, a detailed report on 
the organization of the local profession up to date was 
forwarded, of which the following is a summary: 

Retired practitioners ... 150f whom 3 have signed pledge. 


Whole time practitioners 30 __,, 24 
Home addresses ... 0 
Not in practice in, but 
resident in area 0 
Contract practice ap- 
intment holders ... ,, 41 
Total number of prac- 


Of the 42 holding contributory contract practice appoint- 
ments 41: have signed and handed in all, or nearly all, 
their resignations thereof. As far as the Fulham portion 
of this Division is concerned, the following figures speak 
for themselves : 
Number of men in actual practice __... 
Number of same who have signed the pledge ... 74 
Number holding contract appointments 


Number who have sent in aii veniguatitien thereof - 28 
Of the three who have refused to sign the pledge, one is a 
personal friend of the Chancellor, one is partly incapaci- 
tated, and the third is a hospital resident. As regards 
the Chelsea portion of the Division, nineteen’ men in- 
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actual practice have not at present signed the pledge, but 
of these eleven hold hospital or other institutional ap- 
pointments, and the Committee trusts that they will all 
come into line. Of the remaining eight, one only, it is 
believed, holds any contract appointments. In the opinion 
of the Committee, this Division is quite “sound.” The 
report was adopted. 
Supplementary Pledge.—Dr. Perciva moved: 
That, subject to the approval of the State Sickness Insurance 
Committee of the Representative Body, lists of the medical 
men in Chelsea and Fulham (a) who have signed the supple- 
mentary pledge ; (b) who have not signed the said pledge by 
the date specified by the State Sickness Insurance Com- 
mittee, together with a description of the branch of practice 
in which they are engaged, be circularized amongst all the 
members of the profession in the district. 
He had been told by some friends that there were two 
objections to his proposal, namely: (1) That it was not 
conciliatory. . He could not admit that a conciliatory atti- 
tude was the correct one to adopt at the present time. 
(2) That it savoured of trade unionism. He reminded 
them that another profession—that of the Bar—furnished 
them with a conspicuous example of trade unionism. The 
resolution was seconded by Dr. Fietcner, and carried 
unanimously. 
Public Medical Service——The Public Medical Service 
schemes were considered, and recommendations made 
which will be reported to the State Sickness Insurance 
Committee. 


A meeEtTING of the Division was held at the Fulham Town: 


Hall on July 9th. Dr. Youne was in the chair and thirty 
members were present. 

-Midwifery Fees.—A letter was read from the Fulham 
Board of Guardians consenting to receive on July 25tha 
deputation to discuss the question of midwifery fees. 

Contract Practice Committee of Branch.-—A letter was 
read from the Honorary Secretaries of the Metropolitan 
Counties Branch, asking the Division to nominate two 
members for the Contract Practice Committee of the 
Branch. Drs. W. S. Lee and P. W. Spaull were appointed. 

‘Examination of Candidates for Sick Club.—A letter from 
Dr. Butler was read, re examination of candidates for the 
P.S.A. sick club. After some discussion, in which it was 
pointed out that the medical officers to this society were 
bound to carry out their contracts, it was, decided that no 
action should be taken in the matter. 

- Letter from Stockport Division.—A letter was read from 
the Stockport Division. It was considered inopportune 
to support the resolution contained therein. 

Medical Treatment of School Children in Fulham.—A 
letter from the School Medical Officer to the London 
County Council was read. It referred to the propcsed 
centre for the treatment of school children in Fulham 
Dr. KEEN moved, and Dr. GaLLarD seconded : ' 

That it be referred to the School Clinic Committee of the 
Division. 

Dr. Lez moved, and Dr. Hauiiton seconded : 

That the letter be acknowledged. oe 
On a show of hands, the amendment was carried by 
11 votes to 9. Dr. LEE also moved, and Dr. Hamintron 
seconded : 

That no member of this Division shall aneens any post on a 
London County Council school clinic until he has obtained 
the sanction of the Division. 

This was carried. 

Negotiations with Inswrance Commissioners.—A letter 
from the State Sickness Insurance Committee was read, in 
reply to a letter from the Local Provisional Medical 
Committee of Chelsea, respecting the negotiations with 
the Insurance Committee. 

Consultants and the Supplementary Pledge.—Dr. 
FLETCHER moved, and Dr. LEE seconded : 

That a member of this Division te tordially thanked for 

- refusing to meet a consultant who had not signed the above 
pledge. 

This was carried unanimously. : 

Results of Canvass.—A letter was read from the State 
Sickness Insurance Committee, requesting the Local Pro- 
‘visional Medical Committee of Chelsea to forward by 
‘July 8th the final results of its canvass of the local pro- 
‘fession re work done under the Insurance Act. The 
‘Honorary Secretaries informed the meeting that the 
report was as follows: 4 


There were 177 men in actual_practice in the area. 
28 appointments, of whom 25 had signed 
e pledge. 


ll = hospital residents, of whom 11 had signed the 
pledge. 
9 — ae of hospital staffs, of whom 9 had signed 
e pledge. 
43 held poo oh practice appointments, of whom 42 had 
signed the pledge. 


86 others. in general practice, of whom 82 had signed the 


ledge. 
Of the 48 holding contract practice appointments, 42 had sent 
in all their resignations thereof. 
It was resolved that the staffs of all the hospitals, who 
had members residing in this area, should be thanked for 
their loyalty to the interests of the whole profession. 
Resignation of Contract Practice.—A discussion took 
place as to when these should be sent in. Dr. Butter 
moved, and it was seconded: 
That the Representative move or support the following reso- 
lution, at the Representative Meeting : 
That the State Sickness Insurance Committee be instructed 
‘ to take the necessary steps to have all the resignations of 
contract practice appointments throughout the United 
Kingdom sent in forthwith. 
This was carried nemine contradicente. 


Supplementary Report of Council.—It was moved by 
Dr. GALLarD and seconded by Dr. Lez: 


That the Representative be instructed to vote as he pleased 
on the various items of this report. 


It was felt that he understood generally the opinion of the 
members thereon. This was carried nemine contra- 
dicente. 

Special Report of Council concerning Position of Medical 
Profession in Relation to National Insurance Act.—Dr. 
moved and Dr. seconded : 


That the recommendation to break off negotiations be 
adopted, and that our Representative vote accordingly. 


This was supported by Drs. Tonkin, GALLaRD, and others. 
An amendment of Dr. Hamitton, that the Representative 
should have a free hand, did not find a seconder. : The 
resolution was carried-with acclamation.. Dr. FLetTcHER 
moved and Dr. ButLeR seconded the following resolution, 
which was carried : 


(a) That the State Sickness Insurance Committee be in- 
structed to prohibit any member of the British Medical 
Association from serving on a local Insurance Committee 
(provisional or otherwise), either in a civic or medical 
— until the demands of the Association have been 

m 


co 

(b) That all members of the Chelsea Division do now pledge 
themselves neither to call into consultation nor to meet 
in consultation any consultant (whether member of a 
hospital staff or not). who has not signed the supple- 
mentary pledge. 

(c) That all members of the Chelsea Division do pledge them- 
selves to employ no locumtenent or assistants who have 
not signed or who refuse to sign the supplementary 

ledge, and that a copy of this resolution be forwarded 

orthwith.to the London agents who supply locum- 
tenents, etc. 

(d) That the Medical Secretary be requested to forward to all 
Divisions, as soon as possible, a complete list of con- 
sultants (whether members of hospital staff or not) who 
have signed the supplementary pledge. 


GREENWICH DivisIon. 
A MEETING of this Division took place on July 11th, 1912, 
Dr. J. P. Purvis being in the chair. 

Instructions to Representative.—The instructions for the 
Representative at the Representative Meeting were con- 
sidered, and it was decided to break off negotiations with’ 
the Government. 

Notification of Epidemic Diarrhoea.—The following 
resolution was unanimously adopted : 

That this Division of the British Medical Association strongly 

condemns the action of the Deptford Public Health Com- 
- mittee in attempting to obtain gratuitously the notification 
of epidemic diarrhoea, and sees no reason why a public 

. body should impose on the charity of the medical profession 

to assist it in performing a public duty. . 


Hampsreap Drviston. | 
A meetT1NG of this Division was held at the Central Sager 


on July 11th. Mr, -E. E. Ware was in the chair, an 


twenty members were present, 
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Medical Benefit.—A letter from the Stockport Division, 
enclosing a resolution as a rider to.Motion 6. of Annual 
Representative Meeting re medical benefit, was read. 

Ealing Resolution.—A letter from the Ealing Division, 
enclosing:a resolution passed by the Divisional Executive 
Committee, was read; thereon Dr. OPPENHEIMER moved 
and Dr. Winstow Hatt seconded: 

That the Representative be directed to vote against the Ealing 

resolution. 
This was defeated by 11 to 3. Thereon Dr. PrircHarp 
moved and Dr. Picarp seconded: 

That the Representative be instructed to vote in favour of the 

Ealing resolution. ; 
This was carried by 12 to 3. The Ealing resolution is as 
follows: 

That the Representative Body of the British Medical Associa- 

tion be requested to point out clearly to the profession that 
the acceptance of posts (either whole or part time), whether 
in tuberculosis dispensaries or otherwise, for the adminis- 
tration: of sanatorium benefit, while the general demands 
of the profession are unsatisfied, would be contrary to the 
interests of the profession and would incur general dis- 
a for the reason that such acceptances would con- 
stitute a bad precedent and destroy the unity of the 
profession. 


Instruction to Representative.—Dr. PRitcHARD moved : | 


That the Representative be instructed to vote for the breaking 


off of negotiations (Recommendation X). 
This was.seconded. by Dr. OPPENHEIMER. 
was moved by Dr. Forp ANDERSON : 

That the Representative be given a free hand, bearing in mind 
the general attitude of the Division. 
This was seconded by Dr. H. F. Winstow, and was lost b 
4t013. The motion was now put and carried by 15 to 4. 
Dr. OPPENHEIMER moved and it was seconded by Dr. 
MacFapDeEn: 
That the Representative be instructed to ask for a definition 
of the pledge from the Annual Representative Meeting. 


This was defeated by 16 to 3. 


An amendment 


Harrow Division. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on July llth. Dr. 
A. H. Witu1aMs was in the chair, and twenty-six members 
were present. 

Resignations of Club Appointments.—Dr. PENNEFATHER 
stated that the resignations of club appointments in this 
Division had not so far been sent in to the various club 
secretaries, and read a letter from the State Sickness 
Insurance Committee saying, that, as the results-of the 
canvass had not been sent in by all the Divisions, the 
Committee had not sufficient information in its possession 
to justify it in ordering the resignations to be sent in at 
this moment. Dr. WituiaMs explained that since that 
letter was written the State Sickness Insurance Com- 
mittee had received additional information, and reported 
the latest results of the canvass, and stated that the 
Representative Body would decide the question whether 
the resignations should be sent in. The meeting expressed 
a very strong opinion that these resignations should be 
tendered as soon as possible, and the Representative was 
asked to wire to the Honorary Secretary as soon as the 
Representative Body: had decided the question. 

Deputy Representative.— Dr. C. M. Pennefather: was 
elected Deputy Representative. 

Contract Practice Committee of Branch.—The following 
members were elected: Dr. H. R. Harley, engaged in con- 
tract practice; Dr. F. H. Moxon, not engaged in contract 
— Dr. C. M. Pennefather, Honorary Secretary, ex 

Resolutions from other Divisions.—Resolutions were 
read from the Marylebone Division re resolution of the 
Lambeth Provisional Committee, froin the Ealing Division, 
e and the Representative instructed thereon. 

Examination of Candidates for Admission to Societies 
to become “Approved Societies."—The advisability of 
examination was discussed, and it was resolved : 

That pending the decision of the Representative Body, medi- 
cal practitioners may examine candidates for admission to 
friendly societies at a reasonable fee. - 

Public Medical Service.—This was considered by the 

meeting. The decisions have been reported to the State 
| Sickness Insurance Committee, 


“Report of Council—This was considered, and the 
recommendations by the Council discussed and the Repre- 
sentative instructed thereon. The alternate recommenda- 
tions, as to the future action of the Association, evoked 
some spirited remarks by many members present, and the 
Representative was instructed by 26 votes to 1 to support 
the policy of breaking off all negotiations forthwith. | 

_The Supplementary Report of Council was also’ con- 
sidered, and instructions given to the Representative. 


LamMBeETH Division. 
A MEETING was held at Bethlem Hospital on July 9th at 
4 p.m. Dr. Capes was in the chair; fifty-three members 
were present. 

Contract Practice Committee——Dr. T. H. Parkes Peers 
and Dr. D. Wallace Smith were elected to serve on the 
Contract Practice Committee of the Branch. , 

Report of Couwncil_—Recommendations A to Q were 


unanimously approved. After considerable discussion, in 


_ which Messrs. DENNING, Cripps, Ropinson, RicuMonp, 


MICHAEL, SALTER, and MackeEItTH took part, Recommenda- 
tion Y, to the effect that negotiations with the Government 
should be continued, was passed with eleven dissentients. 
The recommendations contained in the Supplementary 
Report of Council were then unanimously adopted. 


NortH MippiEsex Drvision. 
Tue seventh ordinary meeting of this Division was held 
on ye Ee at the Hornsey Council Schools, Finsbury 
Park, Dr. Ricumonp Bryce in the chair. Forty-four 


‘members were present. 


National Insurance Act.—The consideration and dis- 
cussion of the State Insurance Committee’s Report con- 
cerning the present position of the profession in relation to 
the Act was then entered upon with vigour, and the 
Division’s Representatives were instructed to record their 
votes at the Representative Meeting—in the light of 
statements made at that meeting as to the increased 
strength of the Association, and to resist Government 
pressure, if that strength were sufficient, by breaking off 
further negotiations. 

Antituberculosis Dispensaries in County of Middlesex. 
—Dr. Brackenbury having given an exhaustive report on 
the draft scheme of the Middlesex County Council 
ré antituberculosis dispensaries, it was moved and 
seconded : 

That the secretary be instructed to write to the Middlesex 
County Council expressing the opinion of the meeting re 
the scheme. 

Members of Friern Barnet Urban Area.—At the request 
of these members, their wish to join the Finchley and 
‘Hendon Division was acceded to. 

Public Medical Service-—Owing to the lateness of the 
hour the discussion of these schemes was postponed to 
the next meeting. : - 


Sr. Pancras anp Istineton Division. 
Dinner to Dr. Walter Smith. 

Tue members of the St. Pancras and Islington Division of 
the British Medical Association on June 28th gave a 
dinner at the Midland Hotel, St. Pancras, to Dr. Walter 
Smith on his retirement, and presented him with a piece 
of plate as a token of esteem. Dr. R. M. Beaton, President 
of the Division, occupied the chair. The loyal toasts 
having been honoured, 

Dr. Basiz G. Morison proposed the toast of “The 
Division.” He referred to the unusual activities of the 
year, and said that the Division had upheld its opinions 
and had considered the Insurance Act in a businesslike 
and methodical way. No Division had stood to its guns 
better than St. Pancras and Islington, and although it 
must be confessed that the net result of a year’s work 
-was that the six points were still in the air, in other 
directions something had been done, the most important 
being that the profession, and not the Association only, 
had organized itself. If the profession did not 
get its six points, the outlook was not unfavourable; a 
public medical service, organized by the profession, would 
be inaugurated. If the members of the profession stood 
fast, instead of being made the plaything of Governments 
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and frien societies as threatened at present, the pro- 


jession would carry and maintain its just demands. Dr. 
Morison referred to the great assistance he had received 
during his term of office as President from the late Secre- 
tary, Dr. Alex. Brown, and congratulated the Division 
that a worthy successor to Dr. Brown had been found in 
Dr. Wilson. 

Dr. Brown, in responding to the toast, said that, as 
President, Dr. Morison had proved himself to be a man of 
strong opinions, which had been invaluable in piloting the 
Division through a stormy period. Dr. JosEpH WILson 
also responded. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted the toast of “Our Guest,” 
whose work, he said, members of the Division had known 
and appreciated for a longtime. Dr. Walter Smith, who 
was born at Bognor some seventy years ago, at the con- 
clusion of his studies started in practice in St. Pancras. 
The work he had done as a general practitioner was work 
that not only tried thé temper but the best qualities of a 
man; it put him on his mettle, and required him to be 
courageous and fearless in doing his duty. Dr. Smith had 
carried-out his medical work not only to the benefit of his 
patients but with credit to himself. But he had been 
more than a medical practitioner; for twenty years, not- 
withstanding his busy professional life, Dr. Smith did 
great work for St. Pancras on the vestry and the borough 
council, which in its first year did itself the honour to make 
Dr. Smith an alderman of St. Pancras. He was also a 
member of the board of guardians, and although he had 
now relinquished public work he was still a school manager, 
in which capacity he would continue to help young people. 
Medical men were forced by the nature of their work, 
especially if it was amongst the poor, to become social 
reformers, and ‘so it was with Dr. Smith. Those who had 
watched his public work were struck with his open mind, 
fairness in debate; and willingness to take sides against 
what might be called his party for what he believed to be 
right and true. In addition to his work in that direction, 
Dr. Smith had taken an active interest in the central work 
of the British Medical Association. For thirty years he 
had attended the annual meetings, and he took a consider- 
able part in the remodelling of the constitution. Now that 
he was going back to his native place to retirement, his 
colleagues sincerely wished him long-continued health 

and a joyous ending to his life. ~ 
Dr. Beaton then presented Dr. Smith with a piece of 
plate bearing the following inscription : 


WALTER SMITH, Esq., M.D., 
From his Colleagues in the St. Pancras and Islington 
Division of the British Medical Association. 
A token of esteem. 
June, 1912. 


Dr. WALTER SMITH, who was received with musical 
honours, spoke of the importance of attending the annual 
meetings and taking a share in the necessary work in 
connexion with the organization of the profession. His 
public work had been a labour of love, and he was con- 
vinced that every district would benefit if more medical 
men went on to public bodies. He did not think the 
Insurance Act a bad measure; in fact he regarded it as 
rather a good one. It was certainly the best thing that 
had ever happened to the profession from the point of view 
of bringing it together. If Mr. Lloyd George had only 
consulted the medical profession instead of ignoring it, the 
profession would have been able to do more for the 
measure than any amount of discussion in the House of 
Commons. He thanked the members of the Division from 
the bottom of his heart for all their kindness to him. 

Dr. Witson proposed the toast of “The Visitors,” and 
Mr. Lioyp Taytor, L.C.C., replied. . 

During the evening an excellent programme of music 

was rendered, the contributors being Miss A. Burden, Miss 
F. Burden, Dr. Jackson, Mr. Claud Miller, L.D.S., and Mr. 
Horace Gibbs. 
A MEETING of the St. Pancras and Islington Division of the 
British Medical Association, to instruct the Representa- 
tives at the Liverpool meeting, was held on July 12th at 
the Midland Grand Hotel, St. Pancras, the CHarRMAN 
(Dr. R. M. Beaton) presiding. An invitation to be present 
was extended to all members of the profession in the 
Division, and there was a large attendance. 


Insurance Act Pledges. 

The Honorary Secretary (Dr. Joseph Wilson) gave an 
analysis of the pledges received to date. There were 
262 practitioners residing in the Division, of whom 246 
had signed the pledge, leaving 16 who had not signed. Of 
this number only 5 practitioners in the whole of the 
Division could be considered effective for the purposes of 
the Act. Of 8 retired practitioners, 2 had signed. Of9 
resident medical officers, 5 had signed; the others were 
away on holidays. Resident staffs in hospitals numbered 
31; of these 23 had signed. 

The Cuarrman thought the members of the Provisional 
Committee deserved the thanks of the Division. The 
result of the canvass was that in the whole of the eight 
parliamentary constituencies comprised in the Division 
only 5 men who could be considered effective had declined 
to come in. That was a most creditable result. North, 
South, and West Islington had signed to a man; in North 
and East St. Pancras there was only 1 exception. The 
other exceptions were in South and West St. Pancras. 
Practically the Division was solid against the “ rare and 
refreshing fruits.” 


Insurance Act Negotiations. 

Dr. Rocne moved a resolution that the Representatives 
of the Division be instructed to vote at Liverpool in favour 
of Recommendation X of the Report of Council to the 
effect that further negotiations with the Government be 
discontinued. Dr. Roche denied a statement in the daily 
press that the movement in the profession in favour of 
breaking off negotiations had been engineered by consultants 
in the West of London, or that it was part of a political 
movement. In this matter the profession had no politics ; 
it had carefully considered the matter as it affected its 
means of earning a livelihood, and the great majority of 
its members had come to the conclusion that Mr. Lloyd 
George’s terms simply would not do. It had also been 
stated that little importance attached to the resignations 
because many of those signing the pledge were not affected 
by the Act. The figures given that evening showed that, 
as far as St. Pancras and Islington was concerned, at any 
rate, this was not trae. The contract system was a bad 
one, and one reason why the profession disliked the Act 
was that a bad system which obtained to a certain extent 
was to be perpetuated and extended. Mr. Lloyd George 
said that most of the points demanded by the profession 
had been conceded. As a matter of fact concessions which 
were made in words in the Act were violated in spirit. 
No advantage could resultfrom further negotiation; it would 
be sufficient, if Mr. Lloyd George had anything further to 
communicate, for him to come to the profession. 

Dr. Bast. G. Morison, in seconding, remarked with 
regard to inccme limit that the Chancellor referred the 
profession to the Local Insurance Committees. It was 
obvious that there was little chance of an income limit of 
£2 a week being fixed by them. If the profession 
negotiated on the new basis suggested by the Chancellor, 
merely to continue meant the surrender of their points. 
Since the State Sickness Insurance Committee stated that 
no material concession had been made since February last, 
the obvious course was to break off negotiations, and if the 
profession remained united the result, after the transition 
stage had been passed, would be to its advantage. The 
fact that the Association had in its possession two-thirds 
of the pledges for the United Kingdom, and also the 
original declaration of 26,000 members of the profession, 
cut at the root of the proposal to staff sanatoriums by 
whole-time officers. It was said that a further six months 
remained for negotiation, but how was the profession to 
organize itself if it had not taken a definite decision as to 
its policy ? 

Dr. JoserH WILson said that in connexion with the work 
of the Provisional Committee he had obtained a know- 
ledge of the feeling of the profession generally, and it was 
undoubtedly strongly in favour of breaking off negotia- 
tions. The Chancellor was anxious that the profession 
should continue negotiations, because it would be placed 
in an awkward position when the time came, in another 
few weeks, for sending in resignations of club appoint- 
ments. The result might be the disorganization of a 
profession which was now thoroughly organized and 
unanimous. 

The resolution was put to the vote, and the Caarrman’s 
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received with loud applause. 

Dr. ALEx. Brown expressed his agreement with the 
instructions of. the Division, and promised that they 
should be faithfully and explicitly carried out. . 


Sanatorium Benefit. 


The CHAIRMAN said that it was held by some that. 


sanatorium benefit differed from medical benefits, and 
that, as there was a considerable amount of money to be 
spent in this direction, it should find its way to the right 
sections of the medical profession. It was also felt that, 
if members of the Association refused to work the Act as 
regards sanatorium benefit, other men who were not so 
loyal to the profession would be given an advantage. On 
the other hand, the point had to be considered that if the 
profession were at war, compromise was not a wise thing. 
It was better to be fighting all along the line than to be at 
war at one point and not at war at another. It seemed 
highly probable that the pushing forward of sanatorium 
benefit on July 15th, which was quite unnecessary, was 
done with the distinct object of breaking up the pro- 
fession. He believed personally that it was intended to 
try by salaried appointments to lead men away from their 
allegiance to the Association, so that when the time came 
for the profession to refuse to work the medical benefits 
there would be disunion. 

-Dr. GuaisteR moved that the following resolution be 
brought before the Representative Meeting : 

That this Representative Body calls upon all members of the 
British Medical Association, and upon all other practitioners 
who have signed the undertaking or pledge, to refrain from 
applying for or accepting any office or post of any kind in 
connexion with sanatorium benefit under the National 
Insurance Act until the seven cardinal points have been 
conceded. 

Dr. Glaister said this was a question of great difficulty 
because it was not a clear issue. On July 15th sanatorium 
benefit came into operation, and it was clear there would 
be a great difficulty in finding officers for the few institu- 
tions that existed. It would be impossible to erect any 
large number of temporary establishments, nevertheless 
the profession would at once refer tuberculous contract 
patients to the Commissioners, they having undertaken to 
provide this treatment. That in itself was a lever, and the 
Commissioners would be obliged to come to the profession 
and ask its help. He did not regard the resolution as pre- 
cluding the filling up of certificates when requests for 
these were received from bodies under the Insurance Com- 
missioners. Neither did he think the profession was pre- 
cluded, when asked by the Commissioners to continue to 
treat tuberculous patients for the present until sanatorium 
benefit could be given, from doing so on receiving fees at 
the usual rates from the Commissioners. 

Dr. seconded. 

Dr. Cremin expressed agreement with what Dr. Glaister 
had said, and Dr. Matcotm also said that the profession 
should not touch sanatorium benefit. 

The CuHarrman thought it ought not to go abroad that 
people suffering from phthisis would be left uncared for. 
That was being said, and it was very unfair. There was 
no reason why the profession should not continue to treat 
insured persons suffering from tuberculosis as ordinary 
patients. It was not necessary for the profession to know 
where the money came from—whether from the patient’s 
own pocket or from the Insurance Commissioners. 

Dr. GLAIsTER mentioned the proposal to form a tuber- 
culosis dispensary staffed and controlled by local practitioners 
in Islington. The dispensary would provide treatment for 
persons who could not pay and the private practitioner 


would offer treatment to those who could pay. The 
could 


ins 1red would fall into the class of people who pay. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 
Resignation of Membership of Advisory Committees. 
Dr. Rattray moved and Dr. Matcoim seconded that the 
following resolution be brought before the Representative 
Meeting: 
That this Representative Body calls upon all members of the 
British Medical Association, and upon all other: practi- 
- tioners who have signed the undertaking or pledge, who 
_ | are members of the Advisory.Committees, to forthwith 
-yesign their membership of these bodies. 


~ The resolution was carried. 
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announcement that it had been carried unanimously was Acceptance of Work wnder the Act. °* '* 


Dr. Fouracre moved and Dr. SANDILANDS seconded a 
resolution, to be submitted to the Representative Meeting, 
expressing t that members of the Association who 
had signed the undertaking or pledge had broken the 
spirit and letter of Minute 78 of the Representative 
Meeting by accepting office and work under the Insurance 
Commissioners, and calling upon these members to resign 
such offices. 

This was also carried. 


The Public Medical Service. 

The CHAIRMAN, reviewing the proceedings of the evening, 
said it was a matter for thankfulness that the Division had 
come to unanimous conclusions upon the very momentous 
questions brought before it. The matter of a public 
medical service would have soon to be considered, for the 
work of. the profession could not be destructive only. In 
refusing to work-under the Act they must offer the public 
something to take its place. Four or five centres for the 
medical treatment of school children would shortly be 
established in St. Pancras, Islington, and elsewhere, and it 
was hoped by many members of the profession that thesc 
centres would be a nucleus round which could be built a 
public medigal service. There was some disappointment 
when the London County Council decided at the inception 
of these schemes to refuse responsibility for the buildings, 
but now it appeared that this decision might be advan- 
tageous to the profession. By having the buildings under 
its control it could deal with children at certain times of 
the day, and with adult patients making use of the Public 
Medical Service at other times. These centres might 
become of great value to the general practitioner; they 
would bring him into touch with his old work and provide 
him with the opportunities afforded by a hospital. Re- 
ferring to Sir William Plender’s report, Dr. Beaton said 
that, so far as the profession was concerned, the document 
was not worth the paper it was printed on. Their case 
was that, whatever these towns said, the profession had 
stated its minimum demands and would take nothing less. 


A Public Manifesto. 

It was decided, on the proposition of Dr. Basiz G. 
Morison, seconded by Dr. GuaisTER, to call upon the 
Representative Meeting to issue a public manifesto drawing 
attention to the formation of a public medical service. 


‘Vote of Thanks. 
A vote of thanks to Dr. Beaton for his work on the 
Advisory Committee and in other capacities on behalf of 
the profession, proposed by Dr. ALEx. Brown, was carried 
with acclamation, and the proceedings terminated. 


West HertrorpDsHIrE Division. 
Tue first annual meeting of this Division was held at the 
Town Hall, St. Albans, on Tuesday, June 18th, Dr. Lestiz 
Bates in the chair. A large number of members attended. 

Election of appointments were 
confirmed: Chairman, Dr. Leslie Bates; Vice-Chairman, 
Dr. C. Herbert Hall; Honorary Secretary, Dr. Sidney 
Bontor; Representative in Representative Meetings, Dr. . 
Sidney Bontor; Deputy, Dr. Wells; Representatives on 
Branch Council, Dr. F. Claude Evill, Dr. Sidney Clarke. 

Rules.—The proposed Organization Rules were adopted, 
and it was resolved that the Ethical Rules suggested by 
the Council should be adepted as the Ethical Rules of the 
Division. 

Canvass.—The Honorary presented tho 
following report respecting the recent canvass of the 
Division : 

Total number of registered practitioners in the area 
of the Division ... 


Not in general practice... 37 
Number who have signed the “‘ pledge”’ ... ioe 
Number with hospital appointments ... 29, signed 29 
Number with contract appeintments __... 68, signed'66 
Amount guaranteed to Guarantee Fund ... ...£820 


The two club holders who had not signed the “pledge” 
would probably do so, as they had subscribed to the 
Guarantee Fund. All who had signed the “ pledge” had 
sent in their “ resignations.” 
Instructions to Representative-—The Report of Council 
,and the Agenda of the Annual Meeting were thén. 
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considered, and the following instructions given to the 
Representative :—That he propose, or support, resolutions 
to the following effect : is 

1. That it is desirable that the expenses of its honorary 
workers be — by the Association. 

2. That, in view of the serious financial loss each year from 
the publication of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, the 
opinion of the Divisions be taken as to the desirability of 
curtailing the expenditure 5 it. 

3. That the recommendation of the Council respecting the 
increase of the Public Health Committee be approved. 

4. That before the question of the desirability of the Associa- 
tion becoming a trade union is referred to the Divisions 
the matter be referred to the legal advisers of the 

Association. . 

Death Certificates.—The following resolution was 

uncn'mously adopted : 

That the West Herts Division of the British Medical Associa- 
tion, acting on the decision of the Annual Representative 
Meeting, 1911 (Birmingham), calls upon all members of the 

rofession practising in its area to refrain from, in future, 
filling in the particulars of the duration of disease in any 
statutory death certificate signed by them. ; 

‘Public Medical Service——The schemes for a Public 

medical service were then considered, and decisions were 
arrived at which will be reported to the State Sickness 
insurance Committee. The meeting having lasted over 
three hours, the further consideration was adjourned. 


A MEETING was held in St. Albans on July 9th. 

Canvass.—A . satisfactory report from the East Hert- 
fordshire Division was received. : 

The Government Inquiry as to Medical Remuneration.— 
The practitioners of St. Albans reported that they had 
been requested by the Government to assist in the inquiry 
into medical remuneration. While individually strongly 
resenting the request, they considered that a refusal upon 
their part might be turned against the interests of the 
profession as a whole; they therefore all gave the investi- 
gators all information that could possibly be supplied, and 
placed their books at the disposal of Sir William Plender’s 
staff, after certain further guarantees had been given. 

County Insurance Health Committee—The Divisional 
Secretary was requested to find out whether a certain 
practitioner intended, as he had been nominated, to hold a 
seat in his professional or lay capacity. The practitioner 
has since stated that he agreed to act under a mis- 
understanding, and naturally would resign immediately. 

Resignations.—A letter from the State Sickness Insur- 
ance Committee about the resignations was read. 

Report of the State Sickness Insurance Committee and 
Council.—A discussion upon this took place, and the Repre- 
sentative was instructed to support the continuation of 
negotiations. (Voting—18 for, 10 against.) 


WeEstTMINSTER DIVISION. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on July 9th at the 
St. James’s Vestry Hall. Dr. ArcHER was in the chair, 
and there was a very — attendance of members present, 
the meeting being one of the largest in the annals of the 
Westminster Division. 

Instructions to Representatives.—After the minutes and 
correspondence had been dealt with, the meeting took up 
the question of instructions to their Representatives at the 
forthcoming meeting in Liverpool. Dr. Hastie proposed 
that the meeting should at present confine its attention to 
the point recommended by the Council whether negotia- 
tions with the Government with regard to the National 
Insurance Act should be continued or should be broken off. 
This was agreed to. Dr. Hunt then proposed that 
negotiations should be broken off, and spoke in favour of 
this. Dr. O’Connor seconded. Mr. Hinu1arp spoke in 
favour of continuing negotiations, but did not move any 
amendment to Dr. Hunt’s resolution. No amendment to 
the resolution being brought forward, Dr. Hunt’s resolution 
was put to the meeting and carried nemine contradicente. 
Dr. O’Connor spoke with regard to some other points with 
reference to instructions to Representatives. 


Division. 

A. MEETING of the Division was held at Harlesden on 
July 12th, for the purpose of instructing the Representa- 
tive. Thirty members were present. In the absence of 
Dr. Coram Dr. MacauLEY was unanimously elected 
tothe chair. 


Letters.—Letters were read from Drs. Joy and Turner 
in favour of breaking off negotiations with the Commis- 
sioners. 

Instructions to Representative.—Dr. Macrvoy asked for 
instruction on the question of the payment of expenses of 
Representatives. After some discussion he was instructed 
to support the recommendation of the Finance Committee 
of the Council (SuPPLEMENT, July 13th, p. 65). On the 
question of resignation or dismissal of Representative 
(SupPLeMENT, May 18th, p. 509) no decision was come to. 
No notices of motion having been received by the Hono 
Secretary on any of the Recommendations of Council 
except X and Y, all the recommendations except X and Y 
were put en bloc, and it was agreed that he vote for them. 

The Question of Negotiations.—Dr. Skene then 
proposed : 

That this meeting of medical practitioners refuses to work 
under the Insurance Act, except u terms’which shall be 
no less than the minimum detente already laid before the 
Insurance Commissioners. 

Dr. Skene reviewed the negotiations which had taken 
place between the State Sickness Insurance Committee 
and the Commissioners, and showed that they were still as 
far as ever from obtaining their minimum demands, and 
it was time now they should take a definite stand and 
refuse further negotiations. Dr. Smurtnwatre seconded. 
After some discussion the motion was withdrawn, and Dr. 
SKENE proposed and Dr. SmurtHwaIrE seconded a motion: 

That the Representative be instructed to support Recommen- 
dation X of the Council—namely, that negotiations be 
broken off. 

This was carried unanimously with acclamation. 


MUNSTER BRANCH. 

THE annual general meeting of this Branch was held on 

Saturday, June 22nd, Dr. H. R. Townsenp in the chair. 

New Members.—The following were elected members of 
the Association : Thomas O’Brien, L.R.C.P.and L.R.C.S.I. 
(Ardna Griena, Mitchelstown), Daniel Murphy, L.R.C.P.and 
L.R.C.S.Edin. (Ventry Dispensary, Dingle, co. Kerry). 

Vote of Condolence.—It was carried : ' 

. That we, the members of the Munster Branch of the British 
Medical Association, at our meeting this day, desire to 
express-our deep  ancpr yy and condolence with Dr. John 
Booth and members of his family on the death of his 
brother the Rev: R. T. Booth, M.D. . ‘ 

Election of Officers.—The following were elected officers : 
Representative in Representative Meetings, Dr. John Reid 
(Bandon); Representative on Irish Committee, Dr. J. 
Giusani (Cork). Officers and Council for 1912-13: Presi- 
dent, Dr. J. T. O’Connor (Camden Place, Cork); Vice- 
President, Dr. J. Reid (Bandon, co. Cork); Retiring 
President, Dr. H. R. Townsend. Ballot for twelve mem- 
bers of Council was taken, and the following elected : 
Professor W. Ashley Cummins, Drs. Lucy Smith, R. P. 
Crosbie, O. McCarthy, H. Hobart, T. J. O’Meara (Skib- 
bereen), M. Cagney, T. G. Atkins, D. J. O’Connor, T. B. 
Moriarty, A. 8. Nance, J.P. (Bantry), W. Donovan 
(Queenstown); Honorary Secretary, Dr. Philip G. Lee 

Adoption of Ethical Rules.—It was carried : 

That the Council of the Branch.be the Ethical Committee of 

the Branch. 

Model Rules for a Branch.—The draft model rules for a 
Branch of the British Medical Association were adopted 
with certain modifications. It was decided that these be 
submitted to the Association for approval, and then be 
laid before the Council of the Branch. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH. 
A SPECIAL and urgent meeting of the medical men prac- 
tising in the Hexham area was held on Tuesday, July 9th, ° 
at the Abbey Hotel, Hexham. Twenty medical men were | 
present. Dr. Kenpat, of Hexham, occupied the chair. | 
Drs. Lachlan Fraser, Modlin, and Todd were present from 
the Branch Council. 

‘The Profession and the Insurance Act.—Dr. Topp, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Branch, gave an 
address on the present position of the profession as affected 
by the Insurance Act. He carefully went into detail in 
connexion with the proposed sanatorium treatment. A 
very keen interest was shown by those present, and many. 
= were asked and answered. There was a strong: 
eeling expressed with regard to the wage limit as affecting 


: 
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‘their area. The following resolutions were carried unani- 


‘mously—proposed. by Dr. Kenpat and seconded by Dr. 
FRASER 


-‘ Phat, after having heard the address, they, the medical men 


practising in the Hexham area, approve of the action and 
adhere to the policy of the British Medical Association. 
Proposed by Dr. MrtuER and seconded by Dr. BucHanan: 


That all those present sign the pledge of the British Medical 
Association, and immediate steps be taken to get the other 
medical men in the area to do likewise. 

All the men present signed the pledge and four new 
members joined the Association. 

Vote of Thanks to Dr. Todd.— Dr. Bucnanan proposed 
and Dr. Jackson seconded a vote of thanks to Dr. Todd for 
his address, and to Drs. Lachlan Fraser and Modlin for 
their attendance at the meeting, and this was carried by 
acclamation. 


Bishop AUCKLAND AND DurRHAM~.DIVISIONS. 
A coMBINED meeting of these Divisions was held at the 


_ County Hotel, Durham, on Tuesday July 2nd, at 2.30 p.m., 


Dr. Smitx (Durham) in the chair. About twenty members 
were present. 

Election and Instruction of Representative—Dr. 
Farugharson (Spennymoor) was unanimously adopted 
Representative. After discussion, the following resolution, 
moved by Dr. G. DENHoLM and seconded by Dr. Gascon, 


_ Was carried unanimously : 


That Dr. Farquharson be given a free hand at the Repre- 
sentative Meeting at Liverpool, on the understanding that 
he does not vote for a capitation fee lower than 7s. 6d. 

Supplementary Pledge and Resignation Forms.—- 

Arising from a question, Dr. Farquuarson stated that, in 
his opinion, the supplementary pledge and resignation 


‘forms did not apply to colliery practice, as the families 


whom they contracted to attend did not become insured 


_ persons under the Act. 


NORTHERN COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: 
Banrr, Extein, AND Natrn DIvIsIon. 

A megETING of this Division, to which non-members had 
been invited, was held in Gray’s Hospital, Elgin, on Tues- 
day, July 9th. Dr. Mackie, Vice-Chairman, presided 
until the arrival of Dr. Dueuip, sen., Chairman of the 
Division, who had been, unavoidably delayed. There was 
a very representative attendance. 

Provisional Medical Committee——The Honorary SEcRE- 
TARY read a minute of a meeting of the Elgin and NairnPro- 
visional Medical Committee, held that afternoon (July 9th), 


‘in which the following resolution occurred : 


The Committee unanimously resolved not to approve of any: 
medical man in this area accepting a post on the Provisional 
Insurance Committee of Elgin and Nairn until terms are 
arranged between the British Medical Association and the 
Insurance Commissioners. 

The Division meeting approved of this resolution. The 
Honorary Secretary of the Banffshire Provisional Medical 
Committee intimated that all the medical men in Banff- 
shire who had been approached on the matter had declined 
to serve on the Banffshire Provisional Insurance Com- 
mittee. 

Instructions to Representative-——The Report of Council 


‘to the Annual Representative Meeting was gone over in 


detail, and the Representative instructed to support 
Recommendations A to Q. Considerable discussion took 
place over the alternative Recommendations X and Y, and 
ultimately it was unanimously agreed to instruct the 
Representative to support Y, with the addition “if as the 
result of negotiations the demands of thc profession are 
not granted by October 15th, that negotiations be then 
broken off,” and the Representative was instructed to move 
this rider at the Representative Meeting. 

The Supplementary Report of Council, 1911-12, was also 
gone over and the Representative instructed to support 
generally the recommendations of Council, but to oppose 
the motion of East Norfolk for this year. The Division 
agreed to adopt the model resolution suggested on the 
filling up of death certificates. : 

Public Medical Service Schemes.—This question was 


left over meantime. 
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Fee for Examination of Candidates joining Societies 
under the Insurance Act.—It was to recommend to 
medical men in the Division that a fee of 2s.6d. be charged 
for examining candidates for bona fide membership of an 
approved society. 

Married Men’s Associations in Connexion with Clubs.— 


It was agreed to recommend that all such be given up at 


December 31st, 1912, and no new ones taken on. 

The Honorary Secretary was instructed to send a copy 
of a detailed minute of this meeting to all medical men in 
the Division, so that interest may be kept up. 

Results of Canvass.—The Honorary SECRETARY reported 
that all the general practitioners in the Division had now 
signed the supplementary pledge except two, and one of 
these had signed the resignation form for his club. In 
view of the acceptance of appointments under the Insur- 
ance Act by whole-time medical officers, the Honorary 
Secretary was instructed to invite the whole-time medical 
officers in Banffshire to. sign the pledge, those in Elgin 
and Nairn having already done so. 


NORTH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH WEST- 
MORLAND BRANCH : 


Furness Division. 


| A MEETING of this Division was held in Barrow on 


July 10th. Dr. Sansom occupied the chair, and there were 
twenty-two members present. 
: Instructions to Representative. 

In introducing this subject, Dr. Sansom said their 


ultimatum must now be given. It was obvious that their 


demands were not going to be met, as Mr. Lloyd George 
could not grant their request regarding the £2 limit. They 
we six months in which to plan what they were going 
to do. 

Dr. Daniet, the Representative, read extracts from 
Mr. Lloyd George’s letter (see SuprLeMENT, July 13th, 
p. 87). He thought it was all “ bluff” on the part of the 
Chancellor. He hoped the Division would allow him 
latitude in voting at the Representative Meeting. 

The CHarrMaN read the Recommendation of Council 
(p. 23, SUPPLEMENT, No. 130). 

Dr. Cross said they had to consider their position after 
negotiations were broken off. Their position might become 
worse unless they had some scheme like a public medical 
service ready. 

‘Dr. Kenpaty thought that while, as professional men, 
they might be inclined to break off negotiations, it would 
not be good business to do so. In his opinion Mr. Lloyd 
George was giving way. The Representative should have 
a free hand. 

Dr. Pootry disagreed with Dr. Kendall’s view. By 
continuing bargaining they would lose .their present 
position. He proposed a resolution, which, with additions, 
was finally adopted. 

Dr. JonnsTon seconded the resolution, and was strongly 
of opinien that negotiations should cease. 

The following is the resolution : 

That, with the information at present in our hands, the: 
opinion of this meeting is that negotiations should be 
broken off. 

Dr. RutHEeRForRD said the Representative should have - 
some latitude regarding the income limit. It would be 
difficult for them to check those with incomes over £2, but 
the income tax limit could be checked easily. 

The Secretary (Mr. J. Livingston) said they had put for- 


-ward their cardinal points as “ the irreducible minimum.” 


The Chancellor's reply was a polite“ No.” The Chancellor 
evidently wished them to continue negotiations, but they 
would gain by breaking off now. This meeting should 
instruct the Representative to vote for breaking off the 
negotiations unless he found that the response to the 
Guarantee Fund and the signing of the pledge all over the 
country showedethey were too weak to fight. 

Dr. DanrEt agreed with the last speaker. He thought 
he should be sent down with a strong mandate to break 
off negotiations. At the last meeting of Representatives 
the North was strong and the South weak. This time, he 
believed, would show strength all over the country. He 
ae the splendid reports from Leicester other 
places. 

Dr. CatuacHan said the Representative should be 


_ instructed to break off all the negotiations except those 
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concerning the wage limit, and steps should be taken to 
form a public medical service. 

Dr. ALEXANDER said that in discussing a wage limit they 
should remember the country members. A wage limit 
which would be fair in town would be too high in the 
country. 

Dr. pe said nothing was to be gained by breaking off 
negotiations. Club resignations should be sent in. 

The opinion of most present was that giving 6s. instead 
of medical attendance was not carrying out this Act and 
was a breach of contract with insured persons. 

The resolution noted above was carried, 19 voted for, 
none against, and 3 did not vote. 


Public Medical Service. 

A discussion on this resulted in the following resolution 

being passed : d 

That our Representative ask the Representative Body, in the 
event-of the Association Public Medical Service scheme not 
being —, in time, to instruct the .Divisions to form 
temporary Publie Medical Services. 

Dr. Cook proposed and Dr. CALLAGHAN seconded : 


That the Representative Body be asked to forward the Public 
Medical Service scheme as soon as possible. 
This was carried unanimously. 

Expenses of Representatives—The Secretary intimated 
that he had received £8 15s. from Furness and Kendal 
members towards defraying Representatives’ expenses. 

Correspondence.—The SecrETARY read communications 
from the Ealing, Stockport, and other Divisions. These 
were all read before the discussions, and.a letter from 
Mr. Ballance was noted. 

Local Health Committees.—The only medical councillor 
in Barrow (Dr. J. Leslie Callaghan) declined to serve. 
Another practitioner declined owing to the attitude of the 
Association. The Council then decided to make no medical 
appointment at present. 


NORTH -WALES' BRANCH: 
DENBIGH AND Fuint DivisiIon. 
Provisional Local Medical Committee. 
AT a meeting held at Chester on July 11th, when thirty- 
three members attended, the following resolutions were 
placed before the meeting: 

That we are of opinion that medical men acting as members 
of county councils do not violate any undertaking they 
eng signed with regard to paid appointments under the 

ct. 
Twenty-one members voted—14 for, 7 against. 


That medical men other than councillors be permitted to act 
on county committees. 


- This was carried. 


That the recommendations of Council contained in the 
Report of Council to the Annual Representative Meeting 
be approved. 


This was carried. It was proposed and seconded: 


That this meeting approves of Recommendation Y, and that 
it be an instruction to the Representative of the Division 
to support the recommendation in favour of continuing 
negotiations. 


An amendment was moved: 


That unless the Council of the Association has further 
information to lay before the Annual Representative 
Meeting to be held at Liverpool than is contained in the 
Report of Council which a in the BRITISH MEDICAL 
JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT for July 6th, our Representative be 
instructed to give his vote in favour of ‘breaking off 
negotiations’? with the Insurance Commissioners and 
Mr. Lloyd George. lig 


The amendment was lost, 3 members only voting in 
favour of it, and the original resolution carried by a 
large majority. 


SoutH CARNARVON AND MERIONETH Division. 


Tue annual meeting of this Division was held at the Royal . 


Ship Hotel, Dolgelley, on May 30th, Dr. H. R. Grirrira 
(Chairman) presiding. Eighteen other members were 
present. 

Election of Officers.—The following were elected : Chair- 


man, Dr. H. .R.. Griffith (Portmadoc), re-elected; Vice- - 


Chairman, Dr. J. O, Williams (Barmouth); Honorary 


| Division to facilitate attendance at meetings : 


Secretary, Dr. H. Gladstone Jones (Criccieth); Deputy. 
Honorary Secretary, Dr. L. F. Cox (Lianbedr); Representa- ! 
tive at Representative Meeting, Dr. H. R. Griffith; Repre-. 
sentatives on Branch Council, Dr. Hugh Jones (Dolgelly), 
Dr. Rich. Jones (Festiniog), Dr. J. W. Rowlands (LI’haiarn) ' 
re-elected; Executive Committee, Dr. J. R. Jones (Penrhyn), ‘* 
Dr. Dingle (Barmouth), Dr. Lewis (Nevin) ; Representative 
on Central Council, Dr. H. Jones-Roberts (Penygroes). 

Report of Executive Committee—The annual report of 
the Executive Committee was read and adopted. 

Report of Provisional Medical Committee.—The report 
of the Provisional Medical Committee was read, discussed, 
and adopted. 


OXFORD AND READING BRANCH: 
OxrorD Division. 
THE annual meeting was held on June 29th at the Ran- 
dolph Hotel, Oxford, at 2.45 p.m. Thirty-two members 
were present at luncheon, previous to the meeting, and 
forty attended the meeting. 

Installation of Chairman.—Mr. Styx, in resigning the 
chair to Sir W1LL1AM Oster, took the opportunity of con- 
gratulating the new Chairman, on behalf of the Division, 
on the honour of a Baronetcy so lately conferred on him 
by His Majesty the King. ; 

Chairman's Address.—After the reading and confirma- 
tion ofthe minutes of the last meeting the CHarrMan 
delivered his address. After some humorous allusions to 
the labours of the Secretary, Sir Os er dealt 
pate: | with the medical aspects of the Insurance Act, 
remarking on the unity of the profession and the mistaken 
medical policy of the Chancelior’s advisers. Contract 
practice he thought to be not always good practice; it was 
sometimes slipshod and careless, and it was this that the 
profession must avoid. He looked for an extension of 
hospital. work in two directions—(a) a closer connexion 
between the hospital and the practitioner, who should 
have access to the wards, as well as to medical society 
meetings; (b) and a system of post-graduate teaching, 
like that in vogue in Germany. Such a system might be 
organized by the Association, and take the form of one 
week per annum, at such an institution as the Radcliffe 
Infirmary. 

Executive Committee's Report.—Attention was drawn 
to the large amount of work which had been carried out 
by the Division during the past session. Regret was 
expressed that owing to the stress of work occasioned by 
the proposals of the National Imsurance Act, it had not 
been possible to hold the usual clinical and scientific meet- 
ings. Five special general meetings of the Division had 
been held, all well and often largely attended. There had 
been eleven meetings of the Executive Committee, two of 
the Provisional Local Medical Committee, and one of a 
Special Subcommittee to consider the hospital question. In 
addition to these meetings, there had been three complete 
canvassings of the whole district—one last winter and two 
within the last two months. The canvass included non- 
members, and personal visits had in some cases to be 
made to practitioners living in remote districts. The 
results of these canvasses proved that the Division showed 
a united front by the way in which both members and 
non-members had signed undertakings, pledges, and forms 
of resignation. A local Provisional Medical Committee on 
which the main burden of the canvassing has fallen had 
been formed. A local guarantee fund had been formed to 
indemnify practitioners who might suffer loss by adhering : 
to the policy of the Association, amounting up to date to 
a little over £2,000. The Division numbered 150: 


New members ... 
Moved in 6 
Resignations ... 4 (retired) 
Moved out 8 


The following places had been transferred to the Reading 


Newbury, Hungerford, Kintbury, Enborne, Speen, 
Donington. 

This had resulted in the transference of nine members 

from the Oxford Division to the Reading Division. 

Report of Provisional Medical Committee——The report 
of the Provisional Medical Committee showed the follow- 
ing results : ' 

Pledges signed up to date... 


ise 168 
Resignation of contract appointments... 


356 


| 
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Signed 
Pledge. 
Of 91 contract practice holders... pe 91 


Of 9 members of hospital staff _... 
Of 12 hospital and asylum residents mw 
(Two non-signers not in this district.) 
Of 54 others in active practice bas 
Of 19 retired practitioners 
Of 31 not in practice 
Of 8 home address only 
Of the 8 men in active practice who had not signed, only 
lwas a member, and he was absent from home. The 
other 7 non-members were men who had left and belonged 
to other districts, with the exception of 1, who was officer 
to a medical aid society. ; 

Medical Officer of Health and County Cowncil Insurance 
Committee.—The report was adopted nemine contradicente. 
It being understood that the medical officer of health for 
the county had accepted a post on the County Council 
Insurance Committee, it was proposed by Dr. CoLuiEr, 
seconded by Mr. WHITELOCKE: 

That he be asked to resign his post, and that the Secretary 

should explain to him the reasons for this request. 
This was carried nemine contradicente. [The post has 
subsequently been resigned. 

Financial Statement.—The Secretary read the balance 
sheet, which was adopted nemine contradicente. 

Election of Officers. — The following were elected 
officers : Chairman-elect, Dr. O'Kelly, of Chipping Norton ; 
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Style, vice Dr. Caudwell, retiring ; 


Secretary and Treasurer, Dr. Duigan; Assistant Secre- - 


tary, Dr. Gillett ; Divisional Representative, Mr. Drew ; 
Two Members of Executive Committee, Dr. Hitchings and 
Dr. Penrose (vice Dr. Ormerod and Dr. Croly, retiring). 

Public Medical Service.— The scheme of a public 
medical service was deferred for discussion at a later 
date. 

Examination for Admission to Friendly Societies.— 
A lively discussion took place on the subject of examina- 
tion without a fee of new members joining friendly societies 
and clubs. It appeared that there was a great increase 
of new members joining with a view to coming under the 
Insurance Act, entailing much work of medical examina- 
tion on the part of medical officers. Eventually the Cuarr- 
MAN- proposed. that an expression of opinion to the effect 
that a fee should be charged should be formulated by him- 
self and the Secretary, and signed by both, and distributed 
to the secretaries of. the various clubs and societies. This 
was carried nemine contradicente. 

Members were entertained to tea afterwards by Sir 
William and Lady Osler. 


SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: 
BricutTon Drvision. 

Reply of Insurance Commissioners.—A well attended 
meeting was held on July 9th at the Lecture Hall, New 
Road, Brighton, Dr. Rypinc Marsu in the chair. The 
reply of the Insurance Commissioners to the demands of 
the medical profession was considered, and the Repre- 
sentatives were instructed for the Annual Representative 
The Provisional Medical Com- 
mittee appointed to consider matters referring to the Act 
had very carefully considered the question beforehand, 
and presented two reports which were read by the Cuarr- 
MAN. Report No.1 contained a statement of the results 
of the canvass of medical practitioners in the area of the 
Division, and showed that every one of the holders of club 
appointments had signed the supplementary pledge, and 
that all but one had sent in the provisional resignation of 
all club appointments. Report No. 2 consisted of seven- 
teen recommendations, all of which were carried with 
a few amendments. The following were some of the more 
important, and were carried nemine contradicente : 

That the Government be informed that the Association 

adheres to its minimum demands as formulated in -the 
~. letter of February 29th, 1912, and since elaborated in 
interviews with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

That the Association calls upon all members of the Advisory 
Committees in connexion with the National Insurance Act, 
and also on other medical members of those Committees 
‘who are in meg, vee d with the policy of the Association, to 
withdraw from these bodies until such time'as the cardinal 
eee gg moe of the British Medical Association shall have 
porn granted to the satisfaction-of the Representative 


That the British Medical Association calls upon all those 
practitioners who have signed the undertaking, and on all. 
other practitioners who desire the unity of the profession, . 
to refrain from applying for, or accepting, an Say, t, 
or office of any kind in connexion with the Nationa In- 
surance Act until such time as the Government has satisfied 
the Association that its demands will be met. 

That the honorary secretaries of all Provisional Medical 
Commitises be instructed to send in the resignations of all 
contract appointments at a date to be fixed by the State 
Sickness Insurance Committee, not later than August 3rd, 


1912. 

That, should the Chancellor of the Exchequer offer to meet 
the Representative Body, his offer be declined until such 
time as the seven cardinal principles of the Association be 
granted to the satisfaction of the Representative Meeting. 

That, until the seven cardinal principles of the British 
Medical Association are granted to the satisfaction of the 
Representative Meeting, no registered medical practitioner 
should give any assistance whatever toward bringing 
sanatorium benefits, or any other benefits, of the National 
Insurance Act into operation, either by assistance on com- 
mittees, by means of certificates, medical attendance, 
examinations, or otherwise. 


DartrorD Drvision. 
A meeTING of this Division was held at Dartford on 
July llth. Dr. Cuarves Firtu, Chairman of the Division, 
presided. 

’ Correspondence.—Letters were read from the Medical 
Secretary re resigaation of club appointments, and from 
the Ealing Division re sanatorium benefits. 

Supplementary Report of Council_—The recommenda- 
tions in this report were carefully considered and agreed 
to, except Recommendation 23, re “Salaries of Ship 
Surgeons.” It was resolved that the following words 
be added: 
Except in those cases in which an ad valorem fee is paid for 

attendance on passengers. ' ; 

National Insurance Report.—The various recommenda- 
tions in this report were considered, and in most cases. 
adopted without amendment. ; 

Kent Sanatorium Scheme.—Dr. CromBie gave a short 
account of the proposed scheme, and a short discussion 
followed. 

Recommendations X and Y.—It was unanimously 
resolved : 

That the Representative be instructed to vote for the break- 

ing off of negotiations, unless circumstances occur and 

- reports are received at the Representative Meeting render- 

ing such a course inadvisable. _ 

Kent Medical Scheme. — The Honorary SEcRETARY 
ave a short explanation of this scheme, which had 
ee approved by the Provisional Medical Committee 
for Kent. The meeting, while unable to give a definite 
decision on the scheme, felt that it was worthy of support. 

Resignation of Clubs.—It was resolved that the for- 
warding of the resignation forms to the secretaries of 
clubs be postponed till the close of the Representative 
Meeting. 

Vote of Thanks.—On the motion of Dr. Crawrorp, 
seconded by Dr. Suurts, a vote of thanks was accorded 
to Dr. Firth for presiding at the meeting. pss 


Hastings Division. 
_A spEcIAL and urgent meeting of this Division, to which 
all registered practitioners were invited, was held on 
July 12th at the Eversfield Hotel. .The chair was taken 
by Dr. Wi11s, and forty-five were present. 

Provisional Medical Committee.—Dr. Wits, of Bexhill, 
and Dr. Skryyer, of Winchelsea, were unanimously elected . 
to serve on the Provisional Medical Committee for the 
county council area of East Sussex. 

Recommendations of Cowncil.—Dr. ©. TRAVERS proposed, 
and Dr. ALLForD seconded, that the Recommendation X 
(of the Council’s report), breaking off negotiations, be 
accepted. Dr..MurpocH pro’ , as an amendment, that 
the Recommendation Y (of the Council’s report), continuing 
negotiations, be adopted. .No one seconding this, the 
original resolution, after many had spoken in support of it, 
was put to the meefing and carried unanimously. The 
three special Recommendations, I, II; III, p. 23, Suppie- 


MENT, were then put separately. These were all three 
|. carried unanimously. 2: 
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Sir William Plender’s Report.—It was proposed by Mr. 
Farrant Fry and seconded by Dr. ALLForD: 


That the State Sick Insurance Committee of the British 
Medical Association be asked to answer through the public 
press the statements of Sir William Plender. 


This was put to the vote and carried unanimously. 


IstE oF THanet Division. 
Tue annual meeting of this Division was held at the 
(Jueen’s Hotel, Margate, on June 28th. Sixteen members 
and one non-member were present, all practitioners in 
'hanét having been invited. 

Special Representative—A letter was read from the 
Medical Secretary informing the Division that they had 
been granted a Special Representative at Representative 
Meetings. 

Election of Officers—The following were elected 
officers: Representative, Dr. Halstead; Honorary Secre- 
tary and Treasurer and Member of Council of South- 
Eastern Branch, Dr. Raven; Executive Committee, Drs. 
Archibald, Biddle, Bennett-Powell, and Sworder; Ex-officio 
Representative, Honorary Secretary, and Honorary Secre- 
tary of Provisional Medical Committee, Dr. Brunton. 

Provisional Medical Committee.—Dr. Brunton, Honorary 
Secretary of Provisional Medical Committee, read a report 
from the Committee to the meeting, and also a report of 
the delegates on the County of Kent Provisional Medical 
Committee. Speaking in connexion with this report, Dr. 
PowE tt stated that he was not in a position to sign the 
Association’s pledge as he held a whole-time appointment. 
Dr. CHIDELL also made a personal statement. 

State Sickness Insurance Committee.—The Honorary 
Secretary read three letters from the State Sickness 
Insurance Committee: D 54, D 55, and D 56. 

Sanatorium in Thanet.—A discussion arose on informa- 
tion given that it was understood that a sanatorium under 
the Act might be started in Thanet. After considerable 
discussion the following resolution was carried: 


That the Executive Committee be instructed to call a special 
meeting of the Division as soon as they have indication that 
the Kent County Council have chosen a site in Thanet for a 
sanatorium for pulmonary tuberculosis. 


Instructions to Representative.—The Representative was 
empowered tojuse his discretion in voting at the meeting. 
Dr. Hatsteap asked for instructions as tu how to vote on 
the question of payment of expenses of Representatives, 
and the meeting gave its opinion that the time was not 
yet ripe for such expenses to be paid. 

Medical Inspection and Treatment of School Children.— 
A discussion took place on the medical aspects of public 
education, examination, and treatment of school children, 
and certificates. It was understood that the Margate 
Education Authority had applied to the staff of the Cottage 
Hospital to treat cases of tonsils and adenoids, and that 
they had refused to undertake such treatment. It was 
understood that a member of the Division was signing 
certificates for a fee less than that upon which the Divi- 
sion had decided was adequate. Information was asked as 
to what was adequate payment for testing children’s 

Schedule of Fees under Insurance Act.—A letter was 
read from the Honorary Secretary of the County Pro- 
visional Medical Committee, asking the Division to 
approve of a schedule.of fees drawn up by them to apply 
to the National Insurance Act. A resolution was 
agreeing with the schedule in principle, but advising that 
it would be better to leave the actual details till later, as 
they would probably require modification. Dr. Heaton 
suggested that fees for x-ray administration should be 
added. 

Public Medical Service—Two draft schemes for a 
public medical service, published in the SuprLement of 
June 5th, were approved in principle, and the Representa- 
tive was instructed to use his judgement in considering 
the details at the meeting of Representatives. 

Next Meeting.—It was decided to hold the next meeting 
at.an early date at the discretion of the Executive Com- 
mittee, and that the Division should consider the adoption 
of-a fresh.set of draft rules, published in the SUPPLEMENT 
of May 11th. 


Votes of Thanks.—A vote of thanks was to the 

i for presiding; to the Honorary Sécretary for 
his work during the last year; and a special vote was 
passed to Dr. Gosse, who had represented the Division 
for many years past. 


A speciaL (the fifty-fourth) meeting of this Division was 
held at Ramsgate on July 9th. Dr. F. E. Nichot was in 
the chair, and twenty-three members and three non- 
members were present, all practitioners in Thanet having 
been invited. 


County of Kent Provisional Medical Committee. 


A letter from the County of Kent Provisional Medical . 


Committee was read, asking for support of a resolution 
passed by them deprecating medical councillors taking 
part as members of committees under the National Insur- 
ance Act. It was resolved to reply that the Division could 
not support such a resolution, being contrary to the advice 
of the State Sickness Insurance Committee in a letter 
labelled D 56 on the subject. 

Also for support of a resolution deprecating the support 
in any way of the sanatorium benefit part of the Act until 
the demands of the profession had been met. This was 
supported with one dissentient. ; 

Also asking for nomination of a member of the County 
Provisional Medical Committee who was not a member of 
the British Medical Association. Dr. Morgan was so 
nominated. 

Also a letter re Dr. Flint acting as member of the Kent 
County Council on Committees of the National Insurance 
Act. The opinion of the Division was that he had every 
ethical right to act on such committees in reference to 
letter D 56, and that his presence would probably be 
beneficial to the medical profession. 


Club Resignations.—A letter was also read from the 
Medical Secretary, informing the Division that it had been 
decided not to send in the club resignations at present, not 


all the Divisions — answered, and that final results — 


would be presented to the Representative Meeting. 

Model Ethical Rules.—The Division next considered the 
adoption of a set of model ethical rules, published recently 
in the JourNAL, in the report of the Central Ethical Com- 
mittee. They were adopted unanimously without much 
discussion, the question having already been before the 
Division, and certain ethical rules ating to contract 
practice having been adopted early in the year. 

Instructions -to Representatives.—The Division con- 
sidered the report of the Council and State Sickness 
Insurance Committee, published in the SupPpLemeEnt of the 
JournaL of July 6th. The Honorary Secretary read a 
covering letter referring to the manner in which it was 
suggested that the Division should deal with it, and give 
their instructions to their Representatives. The Honorary 
Secretary read a portion of the report, and a general 
discussion followed, in which practically every member 
took part. Eventually the following resolution was carried 
by 20 votes to 2: she 


That the Division remains in firm support of the policy of 
the Association as defined in the six cardinal — and! 
leaves it to the Council (if the final answer of Mr. Lloyd: 
George is not satisfactory) to break off negotiations when’ 
the returns of the pledges of support from the profession 
and the condition of the Defence Fund justify such an action. 


Ramsgate Education Committee and Refraction Cases.— 


Dr. HatsTEaD introduced a discussion on the question, Is — 


the offer of the Ramsgate Education Committee of 5s. per 
refraction case to be accepted? He began by saying that 
when the letter offering such work was issued several’ 
practitioners replied applying for the post, and that it was 
only realized later that the Divisional members had 
decided only to accept such work through: a committee of 
medical men of the county, and that this committee 
had decided, among other details, that 7s. 6d. was the 
minimal fee to be accepted for treating cases of refraction 
in defective school children. He had. asked the Honorary. 
Secretary to circulate a notice to this effect to all members, 
which had been-done,.and as far.as he knew all members 
had withdrawn their applications pending the decision of 


the Division at this meeting. He asked two questions: . 
(a) Was the demand for 7s. 6d. to be maintained ? (6) Was. 
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it best for one man to do all the work, or for practitioners 
to doit in rotation? He put before the meeting many argu- 
ments pro and con. It was understood that five medical 
practitioners had withdrawn their applications, that is, 
Dr. Halstead, Cooper, Beasley, Dancy, and Morgan. A 
prolonged discussion took place in which most of those 
present joined, including Dr. Dunpas, M.O.H. for Rams- 
gate. It was understood that about fifty cases would 
require treatment in a year. It was resolved that the 
Honorary Secretary write to the Clerk of the Ramsgate 
Education Committee asking that a fee of 7s. 6d. should 
ke offered. It was also decided that such work would be 
better done by one medical practitioner. 

Vote of Thanks.—A vote of thanks was passed to the 


‘SOUTHERN BRANCH: 
SaisBury Division. 

A MEETING of this Division was held at the Infirmary on 
July llth. Dr. Monnineton was in the chair, and eighteen 
members and two visitors were present. Ducted 

. Correspondence.—Letters were read from the Medical 
Secretary relating to the resignation of club appointments, 
and from Mr. Ledworth of Hertfordshire, Ealing Division, 
and East Cheshire Division, advocating methods of 
remuneration. 

Branch Council Representation.—A letter was read from 
the Branch Secretary containing a copy of letter from the 
Medical Secretary relating to the Branch Council repre- 
sentation. It was decided by the meeting that the 
question be postponed for the present owing to more 
pressing business calling for consideration. en 

Special Report of the State Sickness Insurance Com- 
mittee : 

Recommendation A was agreed to. 

Recommendation B was agreed to. 

Recommendation C was carried by 11 votes to 5. 

Recommendations C to Q were agreed to. 

Recommendation X was not agreed to (10 against, 7 for). 

Recommendation Y was agreed to unanimously with the 
addition after ‘organization of profession’’ of the words, 


wae including a public medical service. 


Instruction to Representative-—The following resolution 
‘was carried nemine contradicente : 

That th2 Representative shall have discretionary power in 
voting should civcumstances arise which are not at present 
known to the profession generally. 

Supplementary Repcrt of Counctl—The recommenda- 

tions were all agreed to. 

Public Medical Service.—The: following resolution was 
submitted to the meeting from the medical staff of the 
Salisbury Dispensary and carried unanimously : 

That the Salisbury Division should forthwith take steps to 
institute a public medical service applicable to the Divi- 
sion ; that such a service should be arranged in subdivisions 
for the different parts of the Divisional area; and that 
arrangements be made for the service in the Salisbury 

_ Subdivision without delay. 


SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE DrvisIon. 
A meETING of the Division took place at the Royal Bucks 
‘Hospital on June 25th, mainly to discuss the Public 
Medical Service scheme. Dr. A. H. Williams, of Harrow, 


’a member of the State Sickness Insurance Committee, had 


been invited to be present, and very kindly consented to 
attend. His advice and explanations of the various points 
were much appreciated, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to himatthe conclusion. Dr. DurRan was elected 
to the chair in the absence of the Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman. The attendance numbered twenty-five. Various 
letters from the Medical Secretary were read relating to 
the Insurance Act. The resolution of the Chelsea Division 
was read, and the Representative was directed to vote 
against it. 

Provisional Local Medical Committee.—The Provisional 
Local Medical Committee reported that in its opinion it 
would be quite safe to send in the resignations to the clubs 
in this Division provided that adjoining ones were in as 
satisfactory a condition with regard to the signatures of 
pledges. 

Public Medical Service.—Dr. addressed the 
meeting, and then the Public Medical Service scheme was 


considered, and the result was forwarded to the Medical 
Secretary. The main result of the discussion and voting 
was that 3d. a week was too much for rural districts, and 
2d. a week was substituted. For persons not insured the 
sum of 1}d. per week for the wife was agreed to. The 
Scheme B was not fully discussed, and only agreed to in a 
general way, many thinking it had no advantage’ over 
Scheme A, and some that it wasimpracticable. The feeling 


of the meeting was that if the scheme.could be worked by 


the profession in conjunction with the Local Insurance 
Committee, it would solve the whole difficulty, and do 
away with the expenses and cost of administration. The 
High Wycombe medical men are in favour of a sliding 
scale of contributions such as: Wages up to £1. per 
week, lid. a week; wages up to per week, 2d. a 
week; wages up to £3 per week, 3d. a week. If a 
flat rate is necessary, it should be 2d.a week anda £2 
wage limit. The opinion was expressed that if raedical 
benefits were suspended and each insured member had a 
money grant, the clubs and others would enter their 
members into the Public Medical Service in bulk, and it 
would be well to offer them a good percentage reduction in 
such a contingency. 


NoORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
A meeEtING of the Division took place in the Board Room 
of the Northampton General Hospital on July 9th; Dr. 
Baxter in the chair, and thirty-five members were 
present. ; 

Special Report of Cowncil—The CuHarrman introduced 

the special report of the Council, and said that the meeting 
had better begin by discussing whether negotiations should 
be continued or. off. Dr. To.eurr urged that 
negotiations should be continued until October 1st, and 
that then, if no definite arrangement had been made, they 
should definitely cease. This was supported by Dr. 
Cooke. Dr. HicHeEns read a letter from Dr. Terry advising 
the breaking off of all negotiations. Dr. Linney thought 
Dr. Tolputt’s resolution was in the nature of a compromise, 
which might be accepted. The following resolution was 
then carried with only two dissentients : 

That a State Sickness Insurance Committee be appointed 
with power to negotiate with the Commissioners and to 
ascertain to what extent the demands of the Association are 
likely to be met. The negotiations should, if necessary, be 
continued until October lst, but should then definitely 
cease if nodefinite arrangements have been arrived at. They 
should consider and report on the regulations of the Com- 
missioners as soon as available, and report on the whole 
situation as soon as possible to a Special Representative 
‘Meeting; and meanwhile all steps should be taken to 
perfect the organization of the profession, and to increase the 
Central Insurance Defence Fund. 

The recommendation about locumtenents was then carried. 
On the proposition of Dr. GREENFIELD, seconded by Dr. 
Pretty, the recommendation debarring medical men from 
taking posts in connexion with the sanatorium benefit 
was carried. The recommendations concerning the 
sanatorium benefit were discussed by Dr. Hicuens and Dr. 
McCrinDLE, who considered that they were too detailed for 
the present state of affairs. The Representative was left a 
free hand to deal with these proposals. The recommen- 
dations concerning the maternity benefit were carried. 
The meeting then adjourned after discussing two questions 
of only local interest. 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH : 
CarpirF DIvIsIon. 
A MEETING of this Division was held on July 10th. 

Supplementary Pledge.—It was announced that out of 
238 members 232 had signed the British Medical Asso- 
ciation’s pledge. 

Insurance Act: Negotiations.—The meeting, by a 
majority of 4 to 1, decided to sever further connexion 
with the Government negotiators. 

Insurance Act: Sanatorium Appointments.—A similar 
majority decided that any member of the Division 
applying for sanatorium or other appointments under the 
Act should be placed under Rule Z. 


NortH GLAMORGAN AND BRECKNOCK DIVISION. 
A SPECIAL meeting of this Division was held at the New 
Inn, Pontypridd, on Thursday, June 20th, at3p.m. Dr. T. 
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Finney occupied the chair, and there were twenty-five 
members present. 

Government Inquiry as to Medical Remuneration.—The 
SEcRETARY read document D 55, dealing with the Govern- 
ment inquiry into medical remuneration and the number 
of assistants to general practitioners. It was left to the 
Secretary to obtain the necessary information. 

Public Medical Service—The meetmg then considered 
the two schemes (that on a capitation basis and that 
on the basis of remuneration for work done) as_ set 
forth in the SupPpLEMENT of June 8th. After considerable 
discussion, on the motion of Dr. T. J. WeEsstTER, it was 
resolved : 

That this Division favours the adoption of a public medical 

service scheme based upon a capitation system of payment. 
The voting was 14 to 11; the meeting then considered in 
detail Scheme A. 


Soutn-West Wates 

THE annual meeting of this Division was held at the 
Infirmary, Carmarthen, on Wednesday, June 19th. 

Election of Officers—The following were elected: 
Chairman, J. E. P. Davies (Llanelly); Vice-Chairman, 
C. A. Brigstocke (Haverfordwest); Honorary Secretary and 
Treasurer, Dr. R. Price (Ammanford); Representatives on 
Branch Council, D. M. Davies (Aberayron), J. E. P. Davies 
(Llanelly), Y. H: Mills (Haverfordwest); Representatives on 


Contract Practice Committee, Evan Evans (Llanelly), D. J. 


Williams (Llanelly), Owen Williams (Burry Port) ; Repre- 
sentative for Representative Meeting, D. R. Price (Amman- 
ford) ; Executive Commitiee, L. M. Bowen-Jones (Carmar- 
then), C. A. Brigstocke (Haverfordwest), John Davies 
(Aberayron), Evan Evans (Llanelly), Richard Hopkin 
(Llangadock), T. J. Jenkins (Henllan), D. G. Lloyd (New- 
castle Emlyn), C. D. Mathias (Tenby), Thomas Morgan 
(Llandovery), David Phillips (Llandilo), R. G. Price (Car- 
marthen), D. L. Williams (Ferryside), Owen Williams 
(Burry Port), Samuel Williams (Llanelly). 


SOUTH-WESTERN BRANCH: 
EXETER DIVISION. 
A MerxETING of this Division was held on July 11th. Mr. 
E. J. DoMvILLE was in the chair, and forty members were 
present. 

Minutes.—Arising out of the minutes, which were read, 
the CHarrMAN stated that Dr. Vlieland had requested that 
a copy of his letter be entered in the minutes. The letter 
was as follows: 


Exeter, 
Dear Sir, June 17th, 1912. 

I find that the declared policy of the British Medical 
Association is that no member of the Association shall take 
any = on any Committee formed to administer the Act until 
the Insurance Commissioners have arranged terms with the 
a of the medical profession. 

he council of the city of Exeter have elected me on the local 
Insurance Committee in my private capacity as medical prac- 
titioner, and I intend therefore to ask them to release me from 
such appointment. 
Yours faithfully, 


E. J. Domville, Esq. C. J. VLIELAND. 


Results of Canvass—The HonoRary SECRETARY pre- 
sented a report of the canvass of the Division: 


Signed 
Pledge. 
Number of contract practice holders ... 91* ... 90 
Number of medical practitioners in 
Number of retired practitioners ... . 48 22 
Number of whole-time medical officers ... 14 9 
Number of honorary staff 16 
Number of home addresses - 0 
Number of hospital residents... 1 
Number of medical men in Division ... 212... 169 


* These have all signed resignation forms. 


The partner of the-contract practice holder who has not 
signed the pledge has signed resignation forms for the 
firm in the name of both gentlemen. Therefore, resigna- 
tion forms have been received by the Honorary Secretary 
for every club in the Division—345 in all. Dr. Gorpon 
expressed the opinion that if other Divisions had such a 
good record to show, the meeting would not be justified in 
recommending their Representatives to support any half- 
hearted or compromising resolution at the Liverpool 
Meeting. 


Special Report of Council.—The meeting then dis- 


cussed the Special Report of the Council. During the - 


discussion as to whether the Association should break 


off or continue negotiations, Dr. StoxEs said the question’ 


of extras was a most important point, and should not be 
compromised. In his opinion, the main object of the 
extras was to put a check upon the patient sending for the 
doctor at all and inconvenient hours; that to make this 
effective the fee should be payable by the patient and not 
by the Government, and that if this were carried out the 
estimate of the Chancellor of the Exchequer that the 
extras would add another 5s. per capita to the 8s. 6d. per 
capita would be far in excess of what the probable cost 
would really work out at. Dr. Asx said the mileage extra 
was all-important to country practitioners. also 
pointed out the uselessness of the examination of medical 
men’s books, as the call made upon a practitioner when an 
artisan was paying fees would be very different when 
under the Insurance Act. Dr. Gorpon proposed, Dr. 
Tones seconded, and it was carried with one dissentient : 
That this meeting is in favour of breaking off negotiations, 
but that, in view of the possibility of further information 
being the time of the Liverpool meeting, it 
does not bind its Representatives. 


Manifesto.—Dr. Gorpon proposed, and it was carried 
unanimously: __ 
That our Representatives be instructed to move that the 
Representative Body renew its instructions re manifesto, 
leaving it to the committee to issue the same at a time 
when, in their opinion, it would have most effect. : 


Sanatorium Benefit.—Dr. Davy moved and Dr. AysHForD 
seconded : 
‘That our profession undertake no work in connexion with 

sanatorium benefit until the conditions under the Act are 
agreed upon. 
This was carried unanimously. It was further decided 
that it was useless, therefore, to discuss the details of 
the sanatorium benefit contained in Recommendations 
B to O. 


Torquay Division. 
A GENERAL meeting of this Division was held at the 
Newton Abbot Hospital on July 10th. Dr. Goopwyn was 
in the chair, and twenty members were present. 

Instructions to Representative-—The CuHatrman then 
pointed out that the object of the meeting was to discuss 
the present and future position of the profession, and to 
instruct the Division’s Representative in which way to 
vote at the forthcoming Representative Meeting. 

The Question of Negotiations.—The meeting then passed 
a resolution : 

That the matter in the SUPPLEMENT of July 6th be considered 

as read by the members of this meeting. 

A discussion was opened. Various members spoke, a 
number being in favour of continuing negotiations with 
the Government. Dr. Fitzpatrick pointed out that the 
policy of the Government was evidently one calculated 
to wear down the opposition of the profession. The 
following resolution, proposed by Dr. GoucH and seconded 
by Dr. Firzpatrick, was eventually passed : 

That this Division calls upon the British Medical Association 
to withdraw from any further negotiations with the Com- 
missioners unless the Government satisfy the Association 
that the minimum demands of the profession will be 
granted. 

The Division’s Representative was requested to vote 
accordingly. 

Club Resignations.—It was then decided by the meeting 
to send a covering letter with resignations of clubs to club 
secretaries, pointing out that the British Medical Asso- 
ciation was prepared to inaugurate a medical service 
which would be available for the consideration of club 
members. 


West Cornwatt Division. 
A sPECIAL meeting of this Division was held at the Royal 
Cornwall Infirmary, Truro, on July 9th. Dr. CHown was 
in the chair, and thirty-one members were present. 


Supplementary Pledges—The Honorary SECRETARY. 
reported that since the last meeting the two outstanding 


pledges had been signed, making the Division unaninious 
on the point. 
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Resignations of Contract Appointments.—Resignations 
appointments have been sent in by every 
older. 

Instructions to Representative-—The Special Report of 
the Council in the Supriement of July 6th and the Supple- 
mentary Report in the same issue were considered and 
instructions given to the Representative to support the 
recommendations of Council. Owing to the short time 
given the Division for consideration and the impossibility 
of fully discussing the various items, the Representative 
was instructed to use his own discretion in any matters 
not covered by his instruction. With regard to Recom- 
mendations X and Y, the meeting decided on continuing 
negotiations with the Commissioners so long as there was 
no weakening in the position taken by the Association up 
to date (voting 28 in favour and 3 against). The rider by 
the North Middlesex Division, Subsection 19, in the SupPLE- 
MENT of May 18th, was considered, and the Representa- 
tive instructed to request the Council to obtain legal 
opinion on the possibility of the Association becoming a 
registered trade union; also to issue to the Divisions a 
clear statement of the advantages and disadvantages to be 
obtain by being so registered. 

Local Guarantee Fund.—The Executive Committee was 
instructed to arrange for and make a call of £1 per head 
for the Local Guarantee Fund. With regard to the 
management of the Guarantee Fund, the following 
resolution was passed : 


That the West Cornwall Division of the British Medical 
Association hereby entrusts to the Executive Committee of 
the Division the collection and management of the Insur- 
ance Defence Fund within the area of the Division on 
behalf of the Central Council of the Association, who are 
acting as trustees for the subscribers to the said fund. 


Practitioners in Mining Division.—The resolutions 
passed at a meeting of medical practitioners in the mining 
division were considered and action deferred on them at 
present. 

Position of County Medical Officers of Health wnder 
Insurance Act.—Dr. Burnet, the county medical officer of 
health, who was present at the meeting, made a statement 
as to his position under the Act,and the meeting expressed 
its complete confidence in him. _ 

Examination of Candidates for Friendly Societies.—The 
question of men now being admitted to friendly societies 
was brought up. One member said he had examined over 
a hundred candidates for one club, most of these bein 
other men’s patients. As by his contract he had to atten 
these men, he would thereby gain a six months’ intro- 
duction to families previously attended by other medical 
men. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to write 
to the Medical Secretary for advice as to how this un- 
doubted hardship to many men could be avoided, and the 
meeting expressed itself ready to send in all resignations 
at once if that action would be of service. 


STIRLING BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch was held in the Station Hotel, 
Stirling, on July 1lth. Dr. Joss (Vice-President) presid 
over an attendance of forty-seven members. : 
National Insurance Act.—After a prolonged discussion, 
Dr. GARDNER moved and Dr. Low seconded : 
That the Representative be instructed to support Recom- 
mendation Y in the Special Report of the Council, and that 


he should be given an entirely free hand in all other 
matters. 


Dr. Buist moved and Dr. SrracHan seconded an amend- 


ment in favour of Recommendation X. On a vote being 
taken 35 voted for the motion and 10 for the amendment, . 


and the motion was declared carried. 
Medical Appointments under Insurance Act.—Dr. Joss 
moved, Dr. RoBEeRTsoN seconded, and it was resolved: 


. That this meeting condemns the action of Dr. Currie and 
,., Dr. Cullen in having accepted appointments as medical: 


‘~ officers under the National Insurance Act contrary to the 
% expressed wish of the medical profession in Scotland, and 
* considers that their action has absolutely unfitted them to 
*geeure the co-operation of the’ medical practitioners 


ie. throughout the country.. 


The Direct Representative for Scotland.—On the motion | 


of ‘Dr. Joss, seconded by Dr. Dyer, the meeting expressed 


a want of confidence in Dr. Norman Walker as the Direct 
Representative of the medical profession in Scotland on 
the General Medical Council, and called on him to test the 
feeling of his constituents forthwith by resigning his seat 
and submitting himself to the electorate. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH: 
Barns.ey AND District Division. 

A MEETING of this Division was held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Barnsley, on June 19th. Dr. Caste was in the chair. 

Insurance Act.—A letter was read from the staff of the 
Montague Hospital, Mexborough, expressing willingness to 
fall in with the example set by the honorary staffs of other 
hospitals. A notice was read from the State Sickness 
Insurance Committee, forbidding the acceptance of posts 
under the Insurance Act until the demands of the medical 
profession are granted. 

Assistants.—A return was obtained that in the Division 
there are twelve medical men each employing one assistant. 

Public Medical Service-—The meeting then proceeded 
to the consideration of the schemes for a public medical 
service. It was unanimously decided that the capitation 
system was the only suitable method for this district. 
The Division then discussed the details of Scheme A, 
and forwarded certain criticisms for the information of the 
State Sickness Insurance Committee. 


BraDForD Division. 
_ Provisional Local Medical Committee. 

TuE Provisional Lecal Medical Committee met on June 
28th. After careful consideration it decided to send in 
club to take effect on December 
31st, 1912. 

Resignation of Contributory Contract Appointments.— 

Practitioners holding contributory contract appointments 
had been asked to place their resignations—undated— 
in the hands of the Committee for it to use them 
at its discretion. There are 132 practitioners in the 
Division who hold such appointments, and 125 had sent in 
their resignations as requested, 2 others had themselves 
resigned their appointments. The remaining 5 have not 
resigned. There were over 300 of these resignations, and 
as the Committee decided to post them that night it had a 
busy time filling in the dates and stamping the envelopes. 

._ Fee for Medical Examination for Admission to 
Friendly Societies.—The following resolution was passed 
unanimously : 

That the minimum fee of 2s. 6d. per head be charged for the 
medical examination of all candidates for entrance to 
_ societies without prejudice to existing contracts. 

The Secretary was asked to send a copy of this resolution 

to all practitioners in the Division, and also to remind 


‘practitioners of the necessity of declining to engage locum- 


tenents or assistants who had not signed the pledge. 

Meeting of Hospital Staffs—The honorary staffs of the 
various hospitals, at a meeting held on June 12th, unani- 
mously decided to sign the hospital pledge, subject toa 
proviso which is in accordance with the explanation given 
by Dr. Cox. Nearly all these signatures had been ob- 
tained, and the Committee expected to have the list com- 
pleted within a week. Sixty practitioners hold honorary 
appointments. 


Hauirax Division. 

A spectaL meeting of the Division was held at the Mikado 

Café; Halifax, on Tuesday, July 9th, at 8.30 p.m. Dr. J. 

CrossLEY WricHt was in the chair, and forty-one other — 
members were present. 

Special and Supplementary Reports of the Central 


_Council.—The Special Report of the Council of the Associa- 


tion concerning the present position of the profession in 
relation to the National Insurance Act and the Supple- 
mentary Report of the Council for the year were considered 
and the recommendations of the Council dealt with. In 
place of Recommendation I, in connexion with the policy 
of breaking off negotiations, the following resolution 
by Dr. W. SHaw, seconded by Dr. PriestLEy 
EECH, and carried unanimously, was adopted: |. 
That the Council of the Association be instructed to break off 


all negotiations with the Government. _ 
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Qn the proposition of Dr. Prizsttzy Legcu, seconded by 
Dr. Epwarp Ex.is, Recommendations II and III were 


approved. It was thought that if the Association had 


shown a firmer attitude from the first more men would 
have subscribed to the defence funds. If these recom- 
mendations were passed and the Association showed a more 
resolute front, then fourteen of the men present at the 
meeting promised to subscribe, and twenty-four who had 
already subscribed promised to increase their guarantees. 

Resignation of Club Appointments.—Letters were read 
from the Huddersfield and the York Divisions. It was 
Dr. DenninG, J.P., seconded by Dr. MarsHALt, 
and carried unanimously : 

That the Honorary Secretary be instructed to send in at once 

_ the- resignations of the contract practice appointments held 

by men in this Division, with one exception, and that the 

resignations take effect on December 3lst, 1912. 
Drs. Crossley Wright, Priestley Leech, and Hodgson 
were, on the proposition of Dr. Drury, seconded by Dr. 
Macavtay, appointed to interview the Committee of the 
Halifax Friendly Societies and General Medical Aid 
Association regarding the examination of candidates for 
admission to approved societies. 

Insurance Scheme.—While agreeing with the general 
complaint against the Act as it now stands, and with 
certain of the features embodied in the scheme submitted 
by the Stockport, Macclesfield, and East Cheshire Divi- 
sion, certain clauses were considered objectionable and 
unworkable in all but a few of the provincial Divisions. 
On the proposition of Dr. Eiu1s, seconded by Dr. DENNING, 
J.P., the communication was orderéd to lie on the table. 


WAKEFIELD, PoNnTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD Division. - 
A spEcIAL meeting of this Division was held at the 
Clayton Hospital, Wakefield, on July 11th. : 

Report of Council and Instructions to Representatives.— 
The meetirig was called for the purpose of considering 
the Special Report of Council on the present position 
of the profession in relation to the National Insurance 
Act, and giving final instructions to the Representative 
thereon, for the forthcoming Representative Meeting at 
Liverpool. After some discussion, the following resolution 
was. carried : 

That this Division, after having carefully considered the 

~- Report of Council as published in the BRITISH MEDICAL 

- JOURNAL SUPPLEMENT of July 6th, feels. that it is not in 

session of sufficient information to warrant it giving 
efinite instructions to its Representative as to which of 

‘ the alternative recommendations (X or Y) he shall su 

. port, but we give him a free hand as to the exercise of his 

vote after he shall have heard all the arguments of the 

Payment of Representative——Dr. W. STEVEN proposed» 
Dr. Osmonp seconded, the following motion, which was 
carried: 

That a levy of 10s. per member be made on the Division to 

defray our Representative’s out-of-pocket expenses in 
connexion with his attendance at the Representative 

Meetings. 

Dr. EarpLey proposed, Dr. Wiison seconded, and it was 
carried : 

That Dr. Steven be the Treasurer for this fund. 


Leeps D1vision. 

A meeTING of this Division was held in the General In- 
firmary at Leeds on July 12th, to which all members of 
the medical profession resident within the area of the 
Division had been invited. Dr. Roper, Chairman of the 
Division, presided, and there were also present thirty-nine 
members and forty-one non-members. :; 

Instructions to Representatives.—The only matter dis- 
cussed was the alternative recommendations of the 
Council as to the future action of the Association. It 
was proposed by Dr. ALLEN Witson and seconded by 
Dr. J. Dosson: 

‘That negotiations be broken off. 
To this an amendment was proposed by Dr. Hawkyarp 
and seconded by Dr. Moore: 

That we stand by our minimum demands, but that the 


SS. have discretion as to voting if additional - 
fac 


are brought forward at the Representative Meeting. 
Six voted for this amendment. The vote on the resolu- 
tion was carried by 36 to 3. A vote of all present was 


also taken, when, with the exception of four, all present 
voted for the resolution. Dr. T. B. Betz moved and Dr. 
Moore seconded the following resolution as a matter to be 
considered at the Representative Meeting: 
In the event of the Representative Meeting deciding to con- 
tinue negotiations the Association shall inform the Com- 
- mnissioners in explicit terms that such negotiations will not 
be continued after the last day of August next. 
This was carried by 22 votes to 2. 
Provisional Medical Committee.—The SEcRETARIES re- 
ported the result of a canvass of the Division as follows: 


Total number of practitioners in the area of the 


Members of the British Medical Association ... 210 
Signed the pledge..." ood 
Total of men holding ... hes ae - 3B 
Total of men who have sent resignations - 171 


Number of clubs of which the secretaries hold 
Of the 15 men who did not sign the piedge, 2 are retired 
practitioners, 1 a whole-time man, 6 home addresses only, 
4 men in general practice refused to sign. : 
The Provisional Medical Committee also reported tle 
result of a post-card vote as to negotiations with the In- 
surance Commissioners ; 184 were in favour of breaking off, 
and 80 for continuing negotiations; of the 184,105 were 
members of the British Medical Association, and of the 80, 
48 were members. There were 14 spoilt papers. Total 
voting, 278. 


DUNDEE BRANCH: 

FORFARSHIRE DIVISION. ‘ 
THE annual meeting of this Division was held in Arbroath 
on June 12th. Fourteen members were present. Dr. R. C. 
Buist was chosen provisional Chairman. 

Model Rules for Division—The model rules for a 
Division not itself a Branch and the rules relating tc 
ethical procedure were adopted. 

Election of Officers—Dr. J. D. Dewar was then 
appointed Chairman, and thereafter presided. Dr. Stone 
was appointed Vice-Chairman ; Dr. Yule (Arbroath) Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. The appointment of Representative 
in Representative Meetings was remitted to the Executive 
Committee with powers. Drs. Peterkin, Colman, and 
Cameron were appointed ordinary members of the 
Executive Committee and Branch Council. 

Meetings of the Division.—It was resolved that as a 
rule meetings of the Division be held in Arbroath on 
Thursdays at 3.15 p.m., but the Executive Committee was 
given power to vary this arrangement. 

Representative Meeting.—The meeting considered the 
agenda of the Representative Meeting. No instructions 
were adopted. 


Special Meeting. 
A sPECIAL meeting of the Division was held in Arbroath 
on July llth. Eleven members were present. 

Instructicns to Representative—The Report of the 
Council to the Annual Representative Meeting and the 
Supplementary Report of Council, 1911-1912, were con- 
sidered, and it was resolved: 

That, as all the members present were in favour of ‘‘ con- 
tinuing negotiations,” the Deputy Representative to Repre- 
sentative Meetings be informed that, while the Division did 
not desire to give him definite instructions as to voting, it 
wished him to understand that the majority of its members 
were in favour of the policy of continuing negotiations. 


DORSET AND WEST HANTS BRANCH. 
WE are requested to state that the number of members and 
friends who attended the luncheon given by Lord —. at the 
Summer Meeting at ‘“‘ Herrison,”” Dorchester, was 84, not as 
stated in the report published in the SUPPLEMENT of July 13th, 


page 73. 


A uist of periodical publications, official reports, and Blue 
Books in the Library of the British Medical Association 
available for issue to members on loan has been printed,and 
copies can be obtained free on application to the Librarian, 
at the house of the Association, 429, Strand, W.C. The 
regulations governing the loan of these publications are 


“stated in the introduction to the list. ' 


The Library is open for consultation from 10 a.m. till 
5 p.m. (on Saturdays till 2 p.m.). 


‘ 
— 


120 


Barrrisu Mrpicat JOURNAL 


[JULY 20, 1912. . 


SurPLeMENt THE] NATIONAL INSURANCE : 


MEDICAL REMUNERATION. 


National Insurance. 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ON 
MEDICAL REMUNERATION. 


THe CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHEQUER attended a Liberal 
meeting called to celebrate the coming into operation of 
the National Insurance Act, at Kennington Theatre, on 
July 13th. After speaking for an hour on the general and 
political aspects of the measure, Mr. Lloyd George made 
the following references to medical and sanatorium 
benefit and the remuneration of the medical profession : 

He wanted to say a word to them quietly and con- 
fidentially about the doctors. The critics of the Govern- 
ment said: “You are getting nine and a half million 
people in. You say you will have thirteen, but you can’t 
deliver the goods.” Oh! Can’t we? Wait and see. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

He was not going to set up the technical plea that there 
was no contract ‘between the Government and the people 
under an Act of Parliament. He maintained that there 
was not a benefit under the Act which the Government 
could not deliver. The benefits were 10s. for twenty-six 
weeks (7s. 6d. for women, because they paid a penny less) ; 
5s. a week during the whole time of a man’s bre: 
though it lasted up to the age of 70. After that the 
Pensions Act applied. It was a kindly scheme, and there 
were millions of people who realized it. There was a 
maternity benefit ; special benefits were offered to married’ 
women if they took advantage of the Act. In introducing 
the bill he said there would be £1,500,000 to help the local 
authorities to build sanatoriums for consumptives, and 
something just under a million to maintain them. With a 
full knowledge of all the facts, he declared that the 
Government would redeem every pledge. The money for 


the sanatoriums had been voted, the Act of Parliament | 
had been passed, and the cash was in the bank waiting. | 
The million set aside for maintaining them was provided, | 
Was it really supposed | 


ready whenever it was called for. 
that in six months one could set up committees, find 
out how many sanatoriums were needed, decide where 
to put them, purchase the site, prepare plans, pass 
them through, erect the buildings, employ the staff 
—doctors, nurses, everybody—and 
ment fully there by July 15th? No man in his senses 
would ever dream of it. He was the last man in 
the world to disparage the National Insurance Act— 


(laughter)—but after all it was not like Aladdin’s lamp. 


One could not by rubbing it call out palaces from the sky 


with a retinue of servants, doctors and nurses, food and | 


everything ready. The thing had to be done carefully, 
-and first it was necessary to know how many consump- 
‘tives would require treatment. One woul 
hundreds and thousands of persons developing consump- 


tion in the first week. The incidence of this tragic disease | 
had become much too frequent, but it had come gradually, — 


and it would have to be provided for as the plague seized 


the people. As they fellit would be necessary to be ready | 
with a helping hand to save them, and the Government | 


would be ready. It would be ready to provide them with 


tho best available means now existing; more than that, it — 


would go on improving methods until this curse was 
stamped out of the land. 

It was said, “You cannot supply the medical benefits 
. because you cannot fiad your doctors.” 
eleven doctors for tuberculosis had to be chosen for the 
whole of Wales. As usual Wales was rather in advance, 
and already there had been collected by voluntary sub- 
scripticns nearly a quarter of a million for building sana- 
toriums. The promoters would then get their share—-no 
‘more—of the £1,500,000. They wanted eleven doctors to 
pass about the country to superintend tuberculosis treat- 
‘ment under the Act. They got fifty-seven applications 
—(Applause)—and eleven were appointed on the previous 
day—mostly Englishmen. As long as England sent 
material of that sort Wales would always welcome it. 
‘How did its critics know the Government could not 
supply medical benefit? The benefits would not begin 
until January 15th. Did any one know what would 
happen before then? The Government -had promised to 


down, | 


have the equip- © 


not have | 


The previous day | 


set aside 6s. per member to pay the doctors. He believed 


people in a society, and a hundred of them required 
6s. for the hundred but 6s. for the whole thousand, and 


(Applause, and a voice: ‘And no bad debts.”) All good 
money, paid in advance if necessary. What did this 
mean to the medical profession? Mind, he was not 
ay tog say a word in disparagement of the profession, 
an 


for the doctors. 
million. He was assuming that a third of the maternity 
benefit went to the docto:s 


_ industrial classes of this country, provided by this Act. In 
_ addition, extras for great operations would be paid. 


to pay the doctors whatever it cost. Could they imagine 


many people thought it, was. 6s. per patient; it was 6s. per . 
member whether well or ill, so if there were a thousand | 


medical attendance in the year, the doctor was paid not » 


that gave him an interest in keeping them all well. | 


e would not willingly say. a word which would - 
appear to be a gibe. The 6s. meant four millions a year . 
Sanatorium -benefit meant another 


That was half a million— — 
five and a half millions going for the doctoring of the — 
It was suggested that the Government should promise 


any man outside a lunatic asylum saying in advance that . 
whatever the doctors charged they should be paid, the - 


country meanwhile finding the money? He would not . 
trust even the legal, profession in such circumstances. | 


(Laughter.) If the medical profession refused to come to 
terms the Government would return the money in cash to 
the persons to whom it belonged. There was a provision 
for suspending medical benefit in the Act. 


| doctoring, if the doctors refused to come to terms, the Govern- 


The sanatorium 
| benefit would go through at all costs. The four millions for | 


who would probably hand it back to the societies, which - 


would consider what they would do. In order to show what 
a valuable thing that was—he was not putting it as a sug- 
gestion as to what the societies should do, for it was not 
his suggestion—he asked the Government actuary what 
' could be done with the 6s. if it were paid back and the 
societies used the money for another purpose that would 
suit their members. The reply was that for those who 
joined at 16 years of age the societies could raise the 10s. a 
week to 16s., for those who joined at 21 to 15s. 6d., for 


| ment had the power to return to the members themselves, ~ 
| 


| those who joined at 30 to 15s., and even a man joining at 


| 40 would get 14s. sick benefit. 

_ The Government promised to give medical benefit, and 
though the cost amounted to millions and millions more, it 
| would be bound to see the thing through. The Govern- 
ment promised 6s., but it was prepared to meet the medical 
_ profession. He had always said so, and if the profession 
| could make out a case that owing to the special circum- 
stances of the Act it was entitled to larger pay, he had the 
_ authority of the Government to say that it would recom- 
mend the House of Commons to make that provision. But 
the profession had to make a case. Despite the jeers of 


come to a friendly arrangement with the medical profes- 


_ man in that profession that if it failed the blame did not 
rest with the Government. 
6s.; the doctors asked lls. (Groans, and a voice: “ Give 
- them the lot!” and laughter.) The doctors asked 8s. 6d. 
merely for attendance, 5A 6d. for drugs, and about 1s., he 
' thought, for extras. 
' about 4 millions a year; it,would be about 13d. on the 
. income tax or 33d. on tea. 
He wondered whether many of them had seen Sir 
| William Plender’s report. He (Mr. Lloyd George) invited 
' the British Medical Association to allow the accounts of 
doctors in six towns to be examined, and Sir William 
Plender was agreed upon to make the examination, and 
the towns were also agreed upon. In five out of six towns 


them. In one of the towns, after Sir William Plender had 
gone half way through, they would not give him any more. 


What was the result? A very remarkable one. It showed 
| that on the whole—and he spoke as a professional man 


The Government’s offer was 


He would not say another word about that. ew). 


the Tory press he would pursue the efforts he had made to | 


sion. He would endeavour to persuade every reasonable ~ 


That was an additional burden of - 


almost all the doctors handed in their accounts. He (Mr. — 
Lloyd George) was not represented and he did not see . 
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knowing something about professional incomes—in these 
five towns the average was fairly a to the doctor, an 
average of per annum for each doctor, good, bad, and 
indifferent, in those towns. What did that work out at? 
He asked them to bear in mind that in one of the towns 
drugs were supplied by the chemist and not included. 
That practice obtained in the east of Scotland. In England 
a man who went to the doctor’s house did not feel well 


unless he came away with a bottle in his pocket, and it - 


must be the right colour. (Laughter.) In Scotland the 
knew a trick worth two of that. The Scotsman felt 
on the whole safer if he had a prescription from 
his doctor, took it to the chemist, and just watched the 
chemist as he weighed it in. He wanted to see that he was 
getting his money’s worth. (Laughter.) Therefore, in 
Dundee, which was one of the cities, the drugs were not 
included in the figures. He wanted to take that into 
account, because it was in favour of the doctors. What 
did the figures work out at? For the kind of work the 
Government was asking the doctors to do under the 
Insurance Act it worked out at 4s. 2d., including drugs in 
four of the cities. 
as English drugs, and adding the people attended at 
institutions, it came to exactly 5s. per head of the popu- 
lation, man, woman, and child, including drugs and 
including tuberculosis, which the Government was paying 
for as an extra. Was the Government so unreasonable, 
after all, when it offered 6s., when it took the whole cost 
of tuberculosis on its shoulders and set aside a million for 
that purpose? Nevertheless the Government said to the 
medical profession, “ If you can prove that even 6s. is not 
enough, we are willing to meet you—not eleven shillings, 
but anything within reason.” Their answer was, “ Under 
this Act you say you are going to insist on better attention 
being given to the working classes. That will cost us 
more.” The Government replied, ‘“ Very well, we will 
pay you more, and we are allowing an extra shilling and 
a million for consumption to do it.” But this 4s. and 5s. 
in the towns he had mentioned included the “ swell” 
practice, the guineas they charged. Everybody knew the 
way it was done. There was a tariff; in a certain scale 
there was a charge of perhaps half a crown, in another 
the charge was five shillings. There was a 7s. 6d. fee, 
and in another class altogether it ran into guineas. The 
system had not worked badly; it was a method whereby 
the well-to-do had contributed towards a great national 
medical establishment. Could any one say that the 
Government had treated the profession unreasonably— 
(cries of * No ”’)—that it had no reason on its side when it 
offered 6s.? Even now, if the medical profession could 
demonstrate that, having regard to the fact that they 
must give more attention to the working classes under 
this scheme than they had done hitherto, they must 
receive more than 6s., the Government would meet them. 
But it was better there should be no misunderstanding ; 
under no conditions could he go to the Government and 
say he was prepared to recommend the provision of an 
extra four millions in order to more» than double the 
income of the medical profession of the country. He 
could not do it. (Applause.) The interests of the taxpayer 
must be considered. 

He was perfectly certain that every fair-minded man in 
the medical profession would say that the offer he had 
made was a fair and reasonable one. He had never 
swerved from it. If he hit back when somebody hit him 
he was “a truculent savage.” If he was conciliatory he 
was “climbing down.” What was he todo? (Laughter 
and applause.) He would do what he had done from the 
start—he would take the straight course. Here was this 
great national insurance scheme, great in its magnitude, 
- touching every household, every industry, every trade, the 
commerce of the country and all its interests. If there 
were slips, if there was a little stumble, remember it was 
the first time the nation had been mobilized. Mobilized 
. for what? Not to wage war upon our fellow men, not 

to march upon territories of people flesh of our flesh and 
. blood of our blood to ravage and to destroy, but a nation 
mobilized for the purpose of securing health and plenty, 
and driving away privation and hunger which had in- 
vaded millions of homes. That was the invader whom 
they were organizing this army of fourteen millions 
be meet on Monday. It foul start on the march 
then, 


Supposing Scottish drugs cost as’ much - 


PROVISIONAL MEDICAL COMMITTEES. | 


__. Kent County. 

A MEETING of the Kent County Provisional Medical Com- 
mittee was held at West Kent General Hospital, Maid- 
stone, on July 10th. Dr. W. J. Tyson was in the chair. 

Members of the Committee.—Dr. Chas. Pinching, jun., of 
Gravesend, was co-opted as representative of the general 
hospitals in the county in place of Dr. Firth, who, as 
Chairman, represents the Dartford Division. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to write to Dr. Hewden asking him if 
he consented to represent the Dover Division. ous 

Resignation of Appointments.—It was considered advisable - 
to wait instructions from the Céntral Office before sending 
in the resignation forms. a4 ’ 

Proposed Scheme for a Medical Service for Kent.—Dr. 
Heeés having introduced this scheme, Dr. Parr DupLey 
expressed the opinion that Post Office depositors should be 
provided for in the scheme, and it was resolved that a 
clause be inserted providing for Post Office depositors on 
condition that the Insurance Committee wiped off the 
deficit of this class. The scheme was then considered in 


NORWICH PUBLIC MEDICAL SERVICE. 


Tue tenth annual report of the general committee of the 
Norwich Public Medical Service states that during the 
year the acting staff was augmented by 1, making a total 
of 16 members. The number of new members admitted 
was 1,969, and the number that left was 983, leaving a net 
increase of 986. The following is a summary of the 
97 et presented by the Honorary Secretary, 
r. R. J. Fox: ; . 


1910. 

Gross receipts for quarter ending March 308 8 4 360 1 0 
June... 334 811 38118 2 
” ” ” Sept.... 353.10 6 398 49 
” ” ” Dec. eee 340 15 8 397 19 8 
£1,337 5 5£1,538 3 7 

Working expenses 14.25% 13.75 % 
Total number of members, December 3lst 
s. d. s. d. 
Amount of weekly payments ... 27 711 3110 1 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


[It is particularly requested that communications 
intended for publication should be written on one side of 
the paper only, and should be addressed to the Editor, 
British Mepicat Journat, 429, Strand, London, W.C.| 


Pusiic MEDICAL SERVICE. 


A Contributory Sliding Scale Scheme. 

Dr. T. H. SanpERson- WELLS (Weymouth), at the request of 
the medical men of Weymouth and district, who have 
unanimously approved it and strongly recommend its 
adoption by the Association, has sent for publication the. 
following contributory sliding scale scheme for Public 
Medical Service based on income, to replace Clause 17 of 
Part II of Scheme A of the British Mepica JourNnaL 
SupPLEMENT, June 8th. 

The advantages claimed for the sliding scale are: 

1. Fairness to the Contributor.—It asks of each accord- . 
ing to his means. It gets rid of the dissatisfaction and 
adverse public criticism of the flat rate, in which, for 
instance, the agricultural labourer, earning 14s. a week, 
and the skilled artisan, earning 60s. a week, pay the 
same. 

_ 2. Fairness to the Doctor.—Under the flat rate scheme, 

the invalid casual iabourer and the low wage earner must, 
during illness soon fail to pay his fee. When this happens, 
we shall be obliged to attend him either gratuitously at. 
the hospital or as a parish patient. On the sliding scale. 
we are able to ask a much smaller fee from the invalid; 
and the really poor, while it is possible to take a fair fee. 
from those who cannot plead want. 

3. Capability of Expansion.—Should it be necessary to | 


‘include the wives and families, this can be done as shown. 


Should it be necessary to raise the limit from £2 to £3, 
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this can also be done without detriment to the profession 
and without-undermining the independence freedom 
of the contributor. 

.By adopting a flat rate and. admitting invalid and weak 
liyes (Dr. Sanderson-Wells writes), we make it possible 
and almost necessary to adopt the suggestion in Section 17 
of the British MepiIcaL JouURNAL SUPPLEMENT of June 8th, 
that in the case of persons below the average state of health 
the Committee may prescribe special rates. I think we 
— to combat this idea: with all our might. It is not 
right nor reasonable, as these unfortunates are already 
paying all they can, and it would be impossible for them 
to pay more, as they will not have it. 


: For Insured Persons Only. 

The object of this scheme, in contradistinction to that 
of the Government which falls most heavily on the poor 
and yet leaves them ill provided for, is to assist the casual 
labourer, the invalid, and the low wage earner, by giving 
them attendance and medicine at a low rate. 

It arranges for incomes of £2 and under, by dividing 
them into three classes, A, B, and C, but it is capable of 
extension. 


Non-Insured 
Member’s 


Insured Member’s Subscription. 1 
: Subscription. 


Cuass A. (Income 20s. per week and under)— 2d. per week. 
. If State contribution, 8s.6d. Contribution only 
If State contribution 6s. Contribution + 4d. per 
Cuass B. (Income 21s. to 30s. inclusive)— 3d. per week. 
’ If State contribution 8s. 6d. Contribution + 1d. per 


-_ week 
If State contribution 6s. Contribution + 14d. per 
week 
Cuass C. (Income 31s. to 40s. inclusive)— 
If State contribution 8s. 6d. Contribution + 2d. 


4d. per week. 

week 

If —: contribution 6s. Contribution + 24d. per 
wi 


Additional Fee.—Single men over 2] years of age, without 
depencents, to pay an extra subscription of 1d. per week in 
ali classes. 

_An Assessment Committee consisting of all the medical 
men on the panel, together with an equal number of repre- 
sentatives of the contributors, shall deal with ail questions 
of eligibility to the various classes, and shall have the 
right of imposing a fine of 5s. for wilful misrepresentation 
of income. 

Inclusion of Wife and Family. ' 

An extension of the above scheme would be possible on 
the following basis: 

‘The wife of any contributor to be eligible on the same 
basis of income as her husband, and for the same-sub- 
scription—that is, Class A, 2d. per week ; Class. B, 3d. per 
week ; Class C, 4d. per week. 

Children (under 16) may also be admitted on the same 
basis of income of their parents. 

Cuass A. (Parents’ income 20s. per week and under)— 

1 Child ... 2d. per week. 

2-Children ... * 
3 or more children ... 
€xass B. (Parents’ income 21s. to 30s. inclusive)— 

2 Children ... 
3 or more children .... 
Cuass C. eye income 31s. to 40s. inclusive)— ~ 
1 eee ore 


3 or more children ... . 8d 


All children in each family must be included ; individual 
members cannot be accepted. 
_ All subscriptions must be paid in advance, 


Tue Guarantee Fonp. 
“Dr. A. E. Norpurn (Bath) writes: Nothing,-in my 
opinion, at the present time, will strengthen our position 
more than to have an ample guarantee fund. It will 
assist our relations with the Government and will 
strengthen our brethren. The Council. asked for a 
guarantee fund of £150,000, which represents an average 
of £5 permember. There are many who cannot afford 
to guarantee anything, but there are also many who can 
‘afford to guarantee much more, and those who, like myself, 
do no contract practice, should uphold the position of 


‘others and of the profession in general, for this is not the 


jonly time when the profession may have to defend itself 


There are, no doubt, fully 500 members who, in such a 
crisis, can afford to guarantee (and pay, if necessary, 
though we hope this will not be the case) £100 or more 
each. Similar groups might guarantee other amounts, 
from £10 to £50 apiece. Thus a guarantee fund, largely 
in excess of what the Council requested, would be built 
up. Itisa case in which we: must remember that the 
interests of one affects, or will affect, us all without 
exception. 

I do not see that the incomes of a certain number of 
practit»ners much affects the case. The duty of the 
Government is adequately to remunerate work done ‘for 
the ar some, | as such, and it has nothing to do with 
arranging or limiting the earnings of men who work 
longer hours than any other—seven days a week, with 
nights thrown in. A capable medical man should be 
enabled to reimburse himself for the expenses of his 
education, provide for his family in life and in case of his 
(quite likely) early decease, and have sufficient for his old 
age and to put‘his sons, if desired, in the same calling as 
his own. How many can? 

_ The choice between X and Y seems to me to be un- 
necessary. Whatever the Representatives may be in- 
structed to say, it is obviously the object and the duty 
of the Council to keep in touch with the Government 
and not to hurry. We have refused the Government's 
offer and they refuse ours. Well, let us wait and listen 
with courtesy and patience to anything they have to say, 
with their reasons, if any, and give a courteous and well- 
considered reply. I am not suggesting any withdrawal 
from our position, but to “ break off” relations with the 
Government would put them and us in an impossible 
position, and substitute a guerilla conflict for an 
organized one. , 

suggest that the Secretaries of Divisions should 
appeal afresh to every one who has not sent in a 


guarantee. 


The Bromley Division, at its meeting on July 32th, 

adopted unanimously the following resolution : 

That the Bromley. Division instruct. the 
to write to all members of the profession in the Division 
who have subscribed to the Guarantee Fund, urging them 
to allow half the amount of their local guarantee to be 
deducted: from that Fund and placed to the credit of the 
Central Fund. . 


Dr. A. Tennyson Surru, Representative and Honorary 
Secretary of the Division, in a letter transmitting the 
above resolution, writes: 


Bromley Division considers that a sum of £250,000 could 
and should be easily guaranteed in a month’s time, which 
would represent the guarantee of only £7 13s. 1jd. per 
head of 32,000 men on the register. 

My Division considers it will be to the everlasting shame 
of the medical profession if, through apathy on the part of 
some, selfishness on the part of others, the sum named 
—which, after all, must be considered an investment, the. 
best and safest investment ever made by any medical-man 
—is not guaranteed*in the shortest possible time. Since 
May of last year Divisions have repeatedly sent up their; 
Representatives to the Representative Meetings with bold. 
and startling motions. Branches and Divisions have dis- 
missed good and experienced men from the Council and. 
from the Representative Body because those Members of 
Council and Representatives did not pursue a strong, 
enough policy. Have those Branches and Divisions backed. 
their policy with a sufficient guarantee or any guarantee 
at all? My Division thinks not, otherwise the sum would: 
have been guaranteed months ago. 

Have members of Council, Representatives, Chair 
and Secretaries of Divisions—who are looked to for a 
guidance and a lead in their Divisions, otherwise they. 
would not hold those positions of trust—have those men 
done their duty by the profession, and ‘“‘ hammered in’”’ 
the urgent necessity of a sufficient guarantee fund? My 
Division thinks they have certainly not done so. 

The time has now come for plain talking, and the follow-: 
ing question must be answered at the coming Representa- 
tive Meeting: ‘‘ Is the profession in a position to maintain; 
its strong front?’’ With a guarantee fund of £250,000-at: 
our back, the answer would require no consideration, and 
would be in the affirmative. There can be little doubt 
that those difficulties that still confront us would have: . 
been swept away. months ago if. we could have let it be, 


‘known to Government that we had.an.adeqnate warchest.. 


Branches and Divisions must wake up....Men must doi 
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something and stop their talking. Those men who 
called mass meetings in London, Manchester, Can- 
terbury, and other large centres must call further mass 
meetings, and justify their previous action by guaranteeing 
asum adequate to their incomes, and recommending others 
to do the same. 
_  Thereis yet time, and my Division in handing over half 
its local to the Central Fund, does so hoping that its 
members are giving a sporting lead to the members of 
other =e Surely £250,000 can be guaranteed in 
a month. 
P.S.—At a meeting of the Sevenoaks Division, called at 
short notice, and consequently not a large one, the stn of 
£250 was guaranteed by the members present. 


To Break OrF oR ContTINUE NEGOTIATIONS ? 

Dr. J. T. Macnamara (Lewisham, S.E.) writes: May I 
claim space to call attention to the very difficult position 
occupied by the members owing to the method by which 
the various recommendations of the Council were conveyed 

‘ to them in the SupPLemMEnt of July 6th, page 23. 

X embodied three recommendations headed “ Breaking 
Off Negotiations,” Y contained one headed “ Continuing 
Negotiations,” and at our meeting of the Greenwich Divi- 
sion I tried hard to show that with slight modifications in 
the wording Y was not antagonistic to X, but on the con- 
trary could be made supplementary to it. The Chairman, 
however, ruled my amendment out of order, with the result 
that I am now in the position of having for the time to 
occupy the place of an old and highly respected and an 
absolutely trusted Representative in the person of Dr. Keay. 
The issues are so serious that I am hopeful you will find 
space for this letter in your next issue so that it might be 
in the hands of the members on next Friday. 

Because in accordance with X (i) we inform the Govern- 
ment that we adhere to our minimum demands; because 


in accordance with X (ii) we decide to recall our members — 


from the Advisory Committees ; because in accordance 
with X (iii) we call on all practitioners to refrain from apply- 
ing for or accepting office in connexion with the National 
Insurance Act, does not necessarily mean that we break off 
negotiations with the Commissioners as long as we retain 
our State Sickness Insurance Committee. It simply means 
that we are tired of the dilatory, and I am afraid I must 
add, very tricky methods employed, and that therefore we 
suspend negotiations until the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
places before us some definite proposals on which we may 
hope to continue our pourparlers. It simply throws on 
him the onus of the next move. 

Let me cull a simile from the diplomatic world. 

Because, let us say, this country gets into an entangle- 
ment with, say, France or Germany; because the. tangle 
has reached almost breaking jSoint and because we feel 
the strain to such an extent that we recall our ambassador, 
that does not necessarily mean a breaking off of negotia- 
tions so long as we place the embassy in control of the 
“chargé d’affaires.” It is only when we call in another 
Power to look after the interests of our countrymen the 
estrangement is complete. Now take my view. ' We 


withdraw our ambassadors—namely, the medical mem-, 


bers of the Advisory Committees—but we retain our 
“chargé d'affaires ’—the State Sickness Insurance Com- 
mittee—negotiations are not broken off. It simply means 
the Commissioners must make the next move. This view 
I would like strongly to impress on the Representative 
Meeting commencing next Friday. I know in expressing 
it I am voicing the wishes of the vast majority of the 
members of the Greenwich Division, and I believe it was 
only because of some temporary obliquity of vision or 
incapacity to grasp the hard facts of the situation that my 
amendment giving expression to these views was not 
passed by a preponderating majority. 

Again, Sir, may I ask for the insertion of this letter in 
your next issue? ‘We are out to win, but we must give 
the Chancellor a fair field. 


Dr. B. G. Morison (Highbury, N.) writes: I have before 
ine Dr. Ballance’s letter of July 8tb,. in which he pleads 
for liberty of action on the part of Representatives at the 
coming Annual Meeting with regard to the question of 
a continuance of negotiations with the Government. No 
one-respects the right exercise of liberty more than I do, 
but I think it should be evident to Dr. Ballance and to all 
others: that we have at last reached a point at which 
decision is imperative. The State Sickness ‘Insurance 


Committee has received from the Cemmissioners, as 
representing the Chancellor of the Exchequer, . a .state- 
ment which practically refuses the demands of the 
fession, and none of these more definitely than that which 
is the root principle of all—the £2 income limit. This 
position of refusal has been steadily maintained by the 
Chancellor himself in later communications. Of course, 
in the inconceivable event of an abandonment of this 
position at the eleventh hour an the statutory concession ° 
of all our conditions, it would not be necessary to adhere 
to a .non-possumus attitude. Partial compliance, on the 
other hand, with further protracted negotiations, and at 
last the futile close with which we have become so 
familiar, is out of the question. The great majority of 
Representatives will, I trust, be found to be jn full agree- 
ment with their Divisions in the determination to break 
off negotiations, making no exception in favour of sana- 
torium benefit. This latter is, after all, merely a spe- 
cialized form of medical benefit and is inseparable from it, 
alike in the public and the professional interest. 

In dealing with such a measure as the National Insur- 
ance Act, no exception should be made in respect of an 
particular section of medical service. Nor can suc 
exemption be consistent or honourable even in the case of 
the better paid section. Fears of a whole-time service 
lose much of their force, even for the calculating and the 
timorous, in view of a professional unity which is daily 
knitting us all more closely together. I would invite the 
attention of such Representatives as may have been allowed 
to remain uncommitted, to the fact that whatever their 
freedom from immediate instructions, they are still bound 
by the original declaration and undertaking issued by the 
Association, to maintain inviolate the six cardinal points. 
These constitute for us as a profession the irreducible 
minima which we will not concede, but which must be 
conceded to us as the preliminary to any negotiations. 
This is not the Chancellor’s view. In a letter of July 9th 
he very calmly begs the question by apparently assuming 
that four of the points referred to have been already con- 
ceded. We know the contrary, for we have followed the 
process of counter amendment. With regard to the 
income limit his refusal is definite: The question of 
adequate remuneration is in virtually the same position. 
He tken proceeds to express the hope that a Committee of 
the Association will be appointed to negotiate with him in 
a “ practical spirit.” Not, after all that has gone before, on 
our basis of negotiation, but on his own, and if we so 
negotiate as we should certainly have to do, our cardinal 
points disappear. To be associated open-eyed in such an 
error, would be complicity and a crowning shame, which I. 
sincerely trust no Representative will condemn himself to 
wear. The profession has already shown itself most 
patient in negotiating, its only reserves are those points 
which it regards as of primary and vital importance. On 
these it cannot, and will not, give way. Itis refused them, 
and negotiation for it becomes impossible. 


Dr. W. Winstow Hatt, (London, N.W.), writes: Under 
this heading I wrote, on February 18th, a letter (Sup- 
PLEMENT, February 24th, p. 236) in which I pointed 
out that “the Act secures for us three and a half of our 
six points—namely, free choice of doctor, administration 
by local Insurance Committees, adequate representation 
on the administrative bodies, with (by the Addison 
amendment) recognition of the wage-limit principle. 
Thus there are two and a half points still to be secured—. 
that is, amount of the wage limit, method of remunera- 
tion, and amount of remuneration.” A seventh point, that 
of disciplinary procedure, has been added since then. 

With regard to these remaining three and a half points, 
I would submit that the Commissioners’ letter of June 26th 
gives us all that the Government can give and all that is 
necessary. Point 7 (that of disciplinary procedure) is 
granted. Point 6 (amount of remuneration) is met by a 
promise of extra fees and a capitation grant of something 
between 6s. and 8s. 6d. a year. Point 5 (method of remu- 
neration) is conceded. The remaining half of Point 4 
(amount of the wage limit) cannot now be legally granted. 
But the Commissioners indicate that the medical profes- 
sion may secure this point for itself; for, say they, “the 
Commissioners must, through the Regulations, authorize 
every Insurance Committee to uire persons whose 


income exceeds a limit to .be fixed by the Committee to 
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make their own arrangements for obtaining medical 
attendance and treatment, the Committee contributing to 
the cost of such medical attendance and treatment in the 
manner provided in Subsection (3) of Section 15.” The 
point would be gained, then, if the medical profession 
could compel every Insurance Committee to fix a maxi- 
mum wage limit of £2 for contract medical benefit. And 
this can be done. 

For (1) the choice of doctor by patient is to be “ subject 
to consent of doctor to act.” Therefore let the medical 
profession pledge ‘tself to refuse contract treatment under 
the Act to any member of an approveé society who is not 
willing to sign the “ declaration ” indicated by the Sickness 
Insurance Committee in paragraph 105 (SupPLEMENT, 
July 6th, p. 18). 

And (2) the medical profession is united on this point, 
whatever else may be in dispute. ie 

I would suggest, then— 

1. That negotiations be continued. 

2. That the Commissioners’ terms be accepted as in 
the main (though not precisely) what we asked for. ; 

3. That the definite and reunifying pledge indicated 
above be substituted at once for the deplorable supple- 
mentary pledge. 

Let us ize that the crucial point is now the wage 
—_ that this cannot be given to us; but that it can be 

en. 


Dr. W. G. Dickinson, (Portishead) writes: In Mr. 
Ballance’s circular letter to the profession he claims that 
the Divisions are not yet aware of the full facts, and 
instances three points upon which our knowledge is 
defective: (1) The amount that the Chancellor may 
ultimately be persuaded to give; (2) the number of medical 
men who have signed the supplementary pledge; and (3) 
the amount of the Central Guarantee Fund. 

As to (1) we know from the Chancellor that he definitely 
— to accept our minimum, which is all we want to 

Ow. 

As regards the others, (2) is the only really important 
one. 

If, as is apparent to anyone reading your reports from 
Divisions, it is shown that an enormous majority of medical 


men have signed this pledge, then (3) becomes of no conse-: 


quence at all. No one can lose anything, since no one is 
willing to supplant him. 

Let me therefore urge upon all Representatives not to be 
deterred from doing their duty whatever may be the report 
on the Central Guarantee Fund. 


MEDICAL AND SANATORIUM BENEFIT. 

Dr. Mason GREENWoop (London, N.E.) writes: It is of 
the utmost importance at the present time that no differ- 
ence should be made between medical and sanatorium 
benefit. Mr. Lloyd George recognizes no distinction, for 
when addressing the meeting at Kennington on July 13th 
he is reported to have said: 


“It is said you cannot apply the medical benefits 
because you cannot find your doctors. Yesterday we had 
to chose doctors for consumption in the whole of Wales. 
Eleven doctors were wanted, and we got fifty-seven 
applications.” 

We therefore should agree with him in this particular, 
and so frame our resolutions that it be clearly understood 
that in accepting any official posts in connexion with 
sanatorium benefit a medical practitioner is violating the 
pledge he has given quite as much as if it were in con- 
nexion with medical benefit. Any professional work in 
connexion with the Insurance Act should only be per- 
mitted on a strictly private basis, or in connexion with 


‘contract work that is authorized by the Association. 


Dr. BERNARD O'Connor (Lincoln’s Inn, W.C.) writes: 
The amusing and cleverly-drawn picture of the N. H. 
“sanatorium” procedure laid down on p. 87, col. 2, of 
ren current number for the guidance of one “ who believes 

imself to be suffering from tuberculosis” is interesting 
from several points of view. He is to be furnished by the 
clerk to the Insurance Committee with a blank medical 
report form which he may take to any medical practitioner 
whom he may ask to examine him with a view to the 
filling up the form—and this, for the “ suitable ” fee of 5s.! 
The form is next to be forwarded to the local medical 


officer of health (whether the patient is, or is not, declared 
to be tuberculous ?), and the medical officer of health ig 
assumed to be competent to advise the Insurance Com. 
mittee “as to the form of treatment most suitable to the 
case,” etc.; and provision is to be made for the “home 
treatment” of the patient by his own medical attendant, 
which treatment shall have been sanctioned by the Com: 
mittee. As we know now the composition of this Com- 
mittee we may look out for surprises in the future. 

Although I am quite ready and willing to attest the 
general excellence of the practical sanitary branch of the 
profession, I cannot bring myself to admit that a medical 
officer of health, gud medical officer of health—however 
efficient he may be in his own special sphere of work—is 
the proper person to give advice as to the “form of treat- 
ment most suitable” for a case of tuberculosis; and, 
writing as one who for a couple of dozen years was 
physician (and for ten years senior physician) to a large 
hospital for consumption and diseases of the chest, and 
bearing in mind what a correct diagnosis in a case of sus: 
pected tuberculosis ought to signify, I would urge the 
doctor who fills up the initial certificate to charge the 
proper fee (£2 2s.) for a first consultation and not to sign 
it for any less amount. ‘ 


Sir WitiiamM PLeNDER’s Report. 

Dr. MicnarL Dewar (Edinburgh) writes: At the outset 
it may~ be well to draw attention to the exact relation of 
the British Medical Association to this inquiry. The 
State Sickness Insurance Committee of the British Medical 
Association informed the Chancellor frankly that the 
inquiry was not of its seeking; that the information 
obtained as the result of the inquiry would probably be 
inadequate and might be misleading; and that the demand 
of the profession could not in any way be affected by the 
results of the inquiry. The Association, however, agreed 
not to stand in the way of acceding to the Chancellor's 
request, as it had absolute confidence in the justice of its 


case. 

In the first place, the towns selected were by no means 
the choice of the Association, and certainly there is not 
a practitioner in Scotland who would have chosen Dundee 
as a town typical of what may be considered as affording 
a fair average of the conditions of medical practice, and of 
remuneration to the profession prevailing in Scotland. The 
two towns in Scotis*:d chosen by the State Sickness In- 
surance Committee—namely, Hawick and Stirling, were 


not accepted by the Government, on the ground, I believe, 


that Hawick was practically an English town, and Stirling 
was too respectable. It is absurd to assume for one moment 
that the Dundee figures.could by any means be taken as a 
guide to what should be considered a fair remuneration for 
medical work in the rest of Scotland. Sir William Plender, 
in his report, states that the average gross annual income 
from residents inside towns for visits at patients’ homes, 
and attendance at surgeries, less proportionate deduction 
for bad debts is 4s. 2d. per head of the population, after 
deducting the number of patients attended under contract. 
Adding the contract patients’ income, the average is 
4s. 13d. per head. 
1. In coming to such an estimate of 4s. 2d. per head of 
the population I would like to ask Sir William the 
question: Did he take into consideration that in Dundee, 
at any rate, which forms nearly 40 per cent. of the entire 
population of the five chosen towns—Cardiff being elimi- 
nated—many thousands of people, probably 10,000 or more, 
receive charitable attendance and advice? Can I not 
fairly assume (for a good deal of the auditor's figures are 
mere assumption) that if these thousands of the population 
who receive charitable attendance were deducted from the 
total number of the population, the remuneration, even in 


Dundee, would be a great deal more-than his estimate of | 


4s. 2d. per head ? 

2. It has been pointed out already that 1911 was an 
exceptionally healthy year, and, as a consequence, the 
returns per head of the population would be less than the 
average. 

3. Have the Government and its auditor ever considered 
that 4s. 6d. per head of 14 to 15 million people will never 
recompense the doctors for the withdrawal of something 
like 10 millions of people, who have in the past been the 
backbone and mainstay of the general practitioners’ 
income? 
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4, Has the Government ever considereil that under the 

Act, the probability—nay, the certainty—is that the 
insured person will demand twice the number of attend- 
ances he would seek under conditions of private practice ? 
This means that every practitioner who goes on to the 
panel will have to work twice as hard to earn the same 
income as he does at present. No unbiassed man can say 
that this would be fair and just to the profession. 
. 5, It cannot be too strongly affirmed that the rates of 3s. 
and 4s. per head in contract practice in the past have been 
entirely on a charitable basis, and that it will require at 
least 8s. 6d. per head, with extras, to raise what is termed 
adequate medical attendance out of the slough of charity, 
and place iton a standard of what the profession considers 
adequate remuneration for the work to be done. 

The Se area has definitely resolved that pay- 
ment for medical attendance on insured persons must be 
for work done, and not on a pooled basis, and that the fee 
be 2s. 6d. per visit. The profession has not asked for this 
Insurance Act, and, in this city at least, it is determined 
that it will work the Act only on the condition that the 
minimum demands, which were formulated in June, 1911, 
be conceded. 

Country Practices. 

The books of the practices examined by Sir William 
Plender did not contain those of any country practices. 
We are indebted to a country practitioner for an analysis 
of his own, “a good class general practice in a purely 
agricultural district.” He summarized his results as 


follows: 
Acreage of Poor Law district ... ... 21,916 acres. 
Population ... ... 3,571 persons. 
Estimated number of insurable persons ... 1,391 


Number of miles payable under mileage for 
insurable persons beyond two mile radius 2,320 
Loss: 
Total loss on private practice from ser- 
vants and others becoming insured 
Loss on clubs from insurable persons 
ceasing to pay surgeons capitation fee £90 
Total ... £206 
£417 
” 9 ’ ” ” S. 6d. £591 
Gain for mileage at 6d., £58; at 9d., £87; at1ls., £116 
Net gain at 6s. (besides mileage) = site ... £209 
It should be noted that the extra work necessitated would 
probably require an assistant. 


Gain: 
Capitation fees for oo insurable persons at >. 


REMUNERATION. 

Dr. P. R. Cooper (Bowdon, Cheshire) writes: It would 
have been wiser for us to have taken a firmer stand 
against capitation from the start.“ Undoubtedly it 
means that we bear the risks of the insurance, that we 
accept an unlimited amount of work for a strictly limited 
fee, and that our net earnings are in inverse ratio to the 
amount of work we have to do. Besides the even more 
important matters, from a professional standpoint, that 
under a contract system -we are practically foregoing our 
liberty and independence as practitioners, that our 
relations with our patients are seriously jeopardized, and 
that there must be an inevitable tendency to the en- 
couragement of slipshod, scamped, and unscientific work, 
and so to a general deterioration of the medical profession. 

On the other hand, payment for work done, on a satis- 
factory scale, with every inducement to the best work, and 
the highest development of the medical man as a detector 
and.curer of disease, cannot fail to be in the best interests 
oi the public and the profession. 

When it comes to a question of fees I do not think even 
the Chancellor himself would dare to offer us less than 
2s. 6d. a visit (or, say, 2s. for a consultation at the surgery), 
and although this is not a rate of pay which is likely to 
enrich us, we should at least feel that we were getting 
what we earn, and should be satisfied to do our best for 
our patients and incidentally for the insurance fund. The 
2s. 6d. per visit would, of course, be a minimum fee for an 
ordinary visit, and the various “extras” would be charged 
upon an agreed scale. Further, although we should be 
prepared to attend people up to, say, an income limit of £2 
to £3 per week upon this basis, it should be distinctly 


“LT repeatedly pointed out in these columns that any capitation fee 
offered us would certainly not be an adequate one, _- 


understood that we do not.consider it a full and satisfying 
fee for the work we do, and we should insist upon higher 
rates for people with higher incomes. 
My impression is that the Chancellor, if forced to decide 
between a capitation fee of 8s. 6d. (plus extras) or a per 
item fee of 2s. 6d. (plus extras), would choose the former. 
At any rate, our present course seems clear. Most of us 
would prefer to be paid per item, even if we felt assured 
that thereby our income would be less, as we prefer our 
independence and our present’ status to the slavery and 
debasement of contract practice. We have, therefore, 
nothing to lose but everything to gain by unanimously and 
anne holding out for payment according to work 
one. 


Tue 1x MipwIFery. 

Sir Francis Cuampneys (London) writes: I see in the 
last number of the Journat (SupPLEMENT, pages 16 and.17), 
under the head of “ The Effect of the Insurance Act upon 
the Teaching of Clinical Midwifery,” certain opinions of 
the Council and two recommendations marked P and Q. 

I would suggest that the Representative Meeting should 
think twice before passing any resolution which would, if 
put into force, hamper the teaching of midwifery. It is 
only recently that a step forward has been taken by 
various authorities with the view of remedying what was 
certainly an unsatisfactory state of things, and it is 
scarcely necessary to point out the special difficulties 
under which midwifery labours as a subject of instruction, 
nor of its special importance to the community. 

It would, I think, be universally agreed that it requires 
the best teaching that can possibly be obtained, and I do 
not suppose for a moment that any movement in the 
direction of less thorough and. systematized instruction 
would have a chance of being accepted. 

But I am anxious that our profession, which is in so 
difficult a position at the present time, should not appear 
to wish to subordinate the interests of the community to 
its own immediate interests. Such a view would be very 
shortsighted, for the want of proper training in obstetrics 
would soon deprive the profession of persons fit to train 
others, besides alienating the sympathy of the country. 


Mepbicat ATTENDANCE BY UNREGISTERED PERSONS. 

Dr. H. A. Latimer (Swansea) writes: I think it is right 
that I should draw the attention of the members of our 
profession to a paragraph which appears in Paper No. 12, 
11, vi, 12, of the Advisory Committee of the National 
Insurance Act, 1911. 

Under the heading ‘“ Memorandum on Regulations to 
Meet the Requirements of Section 15 (3)” occurs the 
following item : 

B. Other persons who may be allowed to make their own 
arrangements. 

7. Any insured person may be allowed by the Insurance 
Committee to make his own arrangements for receiving medical 
attendance and treatment (including medicines and appliances) 
in lieu of availing himself of the arrangements made by the 
Committee. The Insurance Committee would have a discretion 
in deciding whether any given insured person should be allowed 
to make his own arrangements. It is not necessary for com- 
pliance with the section that a registered medical practitioner 
should be employed for the purpose of giving such attendance 
and treatment. The Committee must, subject to the regula- 
tions, contribute towards the cost of the attendance and 
treatment obtained. 


When I drew the attention of the Commissioners and 
the Medical Advisory Committee which met at Bucking- 
ham Gate on June 11th to that portion of the paragraph 
which allowed insured persons to make arrangements with 
persons other than registered medical practitioners for 
attendance under the Act, asking if this did not allow of 
the employment of quacks, I was answered by a Com- 
missioner, who said that it was no good for me to debate 


this point, as the House of Commons had deliberately 


inserted this provisicn in the bill, so that people who had 
a predilection for Christian Science, etc., might be able to 
avail themselves of it. 

So it would appear that the State is deliberately sanc- 
tioning the payment of untrained and unqualified persons 
for the treatment of disease! 


Scottish Mepicat Insurance Counctn. 
‘The following letter, addressed by Dr. W. Russell, 
Chairman of the Scotfish Medical Insurance Council, to a 
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medical correspondent, has been forwarded to us for 
publication : 


The Medical pias and the Chaneellor of the 
Exchequer. 
Edinburgh, July, 1912. 

Dear Sir, 

In response wae your venules I shall endeavour to 
restate shortly what I said at some length when addressing 
the Edinburgh and Leith Division of the British Medical 
Association on Thursday, the 11th inst. 

The two points which I specially dealt with were (1) the 
terms formulated by the profession as a condition of their 
working the National Insurance Act, and (2) the continu- 
ance of so-called negotiations with the Clfancellor of the 
Exchequer, who appears to be the main, - not the sole, 
authority under the Act. 

With regard to the terms, it is essential we bear in mind 


that by the Act itis proposed to take 10 millions of employed 


persons.out of the sphere of existing private practice, and 
to make the doctors give them medical attendance for the 
sum of 4s. 6d. per head per annum, while Js. 6d. is allowed 
for drugs and appliances. About 4 million persons were 
estimated to be in friendly societies, or in some other way 


‘entitled to medical attendance on a contract basis, before 


the passing of the Act. These two sets of persons make 
up the 14 million or more who are to become insured. 

The profession is necessarily perturbed when it realizes 
that the Act proposes the removal of those ten million or 
more of persons ‘from the sphere of private practice— 
a number wht&h, with the addition of those in friendly 
societies before the passirg of the Act, means one-third of 
the total population of the country. 

When Ireland is left out, it is estimated that there will 
be twelve millions of insured employed persons in Great 
Britain. 

At the rate of 4s. 6d. per head per annum, a sum of £120 
per annum would be available for each of 22,500 doctors 
affected by the Act. 

There is no allowance for travelling expenses in either 
town or country. The doctors realize that they will thus 
have to make the remainder of their gross income out of 
the other two-thirds of the population, which, it ought to 
be remembered, includes the wives and children of the 
poorest classes of insured persons, while from the gross 
income somewhere about one-third has to be allowed for 
expenses, at least in rural and semi-rural areas. 

In Scotland many areas, of which Edinburgh and Leith 
are two, will not accept any capitation rate, but where the 

capitation method of remuneration is acceptable the 
demand is for 8s. 6d., with, in addition, payment for 
mileage and for extras. This is also the demand of the 
profession as voiced in the last Representative Meeting of 
the British Medical Association. When to this 8s. 6d. is 
added 1s. 6d. for medicines and appliances, a sum of 10s. 


per head is reached. The Act provides 6s. only, so that . 


whatever is required above that sum has to be obtained 
from Parliament. Parliament would thus have to find 
£2;500,090, or, if Ireland demanded her share in such a 
contribution, and, as will probably be the case, there are 
15 rather than 14 millions of insured persons, Parliament 
will have to vote £3,000,000 annually for this purpose. I per- 
sonally believe that the mileageand extras demanded by the 
profession would require £2,000,000 more annually. What- 
ever amount these items may come to, it is only fair that 
the risk should be borne by Parliament and not be thrust 
upon the profession. Many of my brethren agree with 
the estimate I have given. The question therefore arises, 
Will the Chancellor of the Exchequer go to Parliament for 
the necessary £3,000,000 to £5,000,000? I ventured to 
predict weeks ago that Mr. Lloyd George would not dare 
to do so, and when his surplus of £5,000,000 was relegated 
to its proper place, this view was strengthened. The 
Chancellor’s recent letter to his medical correspondent has 
made the fact generally known that he cannot give even 
8s. 6d., much less the 10s., with mileage and extras, 
demanded by the profession. 

His statement in that communication may therefore be 
accepted as virtually final. 

I now come to the second point, namely, the continuance 
of so-called negotiations. The word is a euphemism, for 
the profession has stated the terms on which it is prepared 
to adapt itself to the taking away, by an Actof Parliament, 
of so many millions of its patients. The terms were 
minimum terms; the profession in Edinburgh and Leith, 
as well as elsewhere, evidently abides. by them, and there 
is no doubt their representatives will gladly take instruc- 
tions ‘to act_accordingly, and not to depart from.them on 
any point. . We cannot imagine the Representative Meeting 
doing otherwise ; and if it reaffirms the demands made 


at its last meeting, what is there to negotiate about? The 


terms cannot be granted by the. Chancellor, and that indie 
the matter. 

Of course, there are nervous and timid persons in our 
profession who dread the result of steadfast action and 
straight issues, and there may be party politicians amongst 
us who, while running with the medical hare, hunt with 
the Government hounds, and who. would, if they their 
way, accept a dole of a million or a million and a half 


The hour has, Saal now come when. we must SEI 
the dissentients who may be deserters and-traitors to the 
medical cause next January. It is now and not in the 
hour of conflict they must be known. - It is between now 
and the end of the year that our forces have to be finally 
organized to meet the changed circumstances forced upon 
us.and upon 14 millions of our patients. And organization 
will only be completed when the areas realize the fact that 
Mr. Lloyd George cannot grant them even the money 
demands they have made. 

- For the sake of the public, and the public health to 
which we endeavour to minister, the next months ought 
to be devoted to the prevention of the confusion, disorder, 
and chaos which will inevitably result in January, unless 
the profession takes this decisive step now, and devotes 
itself, even more. strenuously than nlibente, to the 
organization of the insurance areas. . 

I am, etc., 

Ww. Russet, M. B. 


Rabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
STAFF SURGEON G. BUCKERIDGE to Haulbowline Hospital and Yara, 
August 16th. 
Surgeon H. BRAITHWAITE lent to the Hampshire for manceuvres. 
Surgeon E. HEARN to the Victory for disposal, July llth. 
Surgeon M. Haypon to the Europa, temporarily, July 3rd. 


INDIAN MEDIOAL SERVICE. 
CAPTAIN A. W. GREIG, whose services have been placed at the dis- 
posal of the Punjab. Government by the Government of India, Home 
Department, reported his arrival at Bombay on May Ist, and took over 
charge of the duties of Superintendent, Central . Jail, Montgomery, on 
May 7th, relieving Assistant Surgeon H. V. W. Cox. 

Captain R. D. MACGREGOR has ‘been granted a further extension of 
leave on medical certificate for six months. 

Captain- B.- HieHaM; M.B.,:-B.8.Lond., to. be Chemical Analyser for 
Sind’ and Health Officer for the Port of Karachi. 

The promotion of Major ARCHIBALD Nicon FLEMING, M.B., 
F.R.C.S.E., to that rank is antedated from July 29th, 1908, as notified 
in the London Gazette of October 26th, 1908, to January 29th, 1908. 

Captain S. W. JoNEs to act as Superintendent of the Central Prison, 
vice Major C. Lowson. 

Capta n F. N. WHITE, M.D., is appointed. to hold charge of the 
current ‘aeiiee of the office of the Director, Bombay Bacteriological 
Laboratory, in addition.to his own special duties, with effect from the 
date on which he assumes charge of those duties. - 

Major G. E. STEWART, M.B., F.R.C.S.E., to act as Deputy Sanitary 
Commissioner, Central Registration District, during the monsoon, in 
addition to his own duties as Superintendent of Mahabaleshvar. . 

Major C. C. MuRIson, F.R.C.S.E., » toact as Deputy Sanitary 
Commissioner, Gujerat Registration District, in addition to his duties 
as Superintendent of Matheran. 

Captain J. Morison, M.B., is deputed on special duty in connexion 
iia the investigation into ‘the causes of diarrhoea at Poona during 
the rains, with effect from April 17th, 1912. 

Captain W. E. BRIERLY, medical officer, 17th Cavalry, Bareilly, to 
— civil medical charge of the district in addition to his military 

es, 


Agra Volunteer Rifles—Major H. A. Smiru, M.B., arene his com- 
mission, dated April Ist, 1912. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE 
CoLONEL Guones S. Exuiston, C.B., is retired under the conditions 
of paragraph 60 of the Territorial Force Regulations, and is granted 
permission to retain his rank and to wear the prescribed uniform ; 
dated July 17th, 1912. 


Royat ARMY MEDICAL Corps. 
Notts and Derby Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance.—ALEXANDER 
—s WEBBER, M.D., F.R.C.S , to be Lieutenant, dated April 27th, 


12. 
Second. Northumbrian Field Amulance.—Captain HENRY C. PEARSON, 
M.B., resigns his commission, dated June 26th, 1912. 

Fourth Southern General Hospital. —Major HENRY. W. WEBBER, 


F. R.C.S.Edin., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, dated January 27th, 1912. 


First London (City of London) Sanitary Company. —Lieutenant 
HEAVER S. FREMLIN to be Captain, dated May 24th 

Attached to Units other. than Medical Units. “iieutenant THOMAS 
H. RicuMonD, M.B., to be Captain, dated February 2nd, 1912; “Lieu- 
tenant HENRY ROBINSON, M.D., to be Captain, dated April lath, 1912; 
Lieutenant ARTHUR E. HorsPAuu. M. B., to be Captain, dated January 
1st, 1912; Major REGINALD GEORGE HANN, from the Second Northern 
General Hospital, to be Major, dated April Ist, 1912; Liettenant 
a ae. G. THOMPSON, M.D., resigns his commission, dated June 


, 
Chay 79 to settle all the differences between Mr. Lloyd George 
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t Anglian Field Ambulance.—Major JosIAH OLDFIELD, 
| M. 208 the examination and qualified for’ promotion 


Third Home Counties Field Ambulance.—Lieutenant STANLEY A. 
| Coap to be Captain, dated February 22nd, 1912. 
Second Western General Hospital. —Lieutenant-Colonel GrorGE A. 
‘‘wricut, M.B., F.R.C.S.; on completion of his period of service in 
comman4, is retired, dated June 22nd, 1912; Lieutenant-Colonel Joun 
W1LL1AM SMITH, M.D., from the 3rd East Lancashire Field Ambulance, 
fad be Lieutenant-Colonel, dated June 22nd, 1912. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES. 
! ! THE following changes have been notified by the Colonial Office: 


West AFRICAN MEDICAL STAFF. 
| New Appointments.—The following gentlemen have been selected for 
appointment to the Staff: P.W. Buack, L.R.C.S.,L.R.C.P.Irel., Northern 
Nigeria; W. C. E. Bower, M.R.C.S.Eng., L.B.C. P.Lond..,- L.M.ands. 
Madras, Sierra Leone; W. BROWNE, L.B.C.S., L.R.C.P.Edin., L .F.P.S. 
‘Glas. Southern Nigeria; W. G. Coss, M.B., Ch.B.Edin., Northern 
Nigeria; H. de C. Dituon, M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.Dub., L. M.Rotunda, 
‘Southern Nigeria; L. DoUDNEY, M. R.C.8. Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond. -Northern 
Nigeria; M. Graves, L.M.S.S.A.Lond., Gold. Coast; W. B. JOHNSON, 
'M.B., F.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C. 'P.Lond., Northern Nigeria ; C. 
KELSALL, L.R . L.R.C.P.Irel., L.M. Rotunda, Southern Nigeria: K. 
Manson, M. B., ‘B.S8.Durh., Sout thern Nigeria; R. H. Nowan, M.B., 
Ch.B.Edin., Northern Nigeria; M. W. Rutuven, M.B., Ch.B.Edin. a 
Southern Nigeria; F. C. V. THompson, L.M.S.S.A.Lond., "Gambia ; 
G. THOMPSON, M. B.Lond., Gold Coast. 
Retirement.—B. Fioop, L.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Edin., L.F.P.S,Glas., 
Medical Officer, Northern Nigeria, retires with a gratuity. . 


OTHER COLONIES AND PRrorecr 
an BucHanan, M.D., Ch.B.Aberd., D.P.H. Birm, been selected for 
pointment as a Medical Officer with the work of House-Surgeon in 
its Settlemen 
the Sts Hart, M.B., B.Ch., B. ‘A. O.Dub., has been selected for appoint- 
ment as a Medical Officer in the Straits Settlements. 

V. W. T. McGusty, M.B., Ch.B., B A.O.Dub., has been selected for 
appointinent as a Medical Officer in’ Fiji. 

C. W. McKENNY, M.D., B.Ch., B.A.O.Dub., L.M.Rotunda, has been 
solocted for appointment as a Medical Officer in Hong Kong. 

J. H. PATERSON, , Ch.M.Edin , D.P H.Cantab., late Medical 
Officer, Northern Nigeria, has been ‘selected for appointment as 
Colonial Surgeon in — ye Islands. 

D. T. SKEEN, M.B. B.Aberd., has been selected for appointment 
as e Medical Omicer (Grade IID in the Federated d Malay States. 

G. L. vAN SoMEREN, L.B.C.S., L.B.C.P.Edin., L.F.P.S. Glas.. 
L. Ds "has been selected for appointment as a Medical Officer in the 
East Africa Protectorate. 


Pital Statistics. 


HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 
In ninety-five of the largest English towns 8,238 births and 3,930 deaths 
were registered during the week ending Saturday, July 13th. The 
annual rate of — in these towns, which had been 11.6, 11.1, and 
10.8 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, rose to 11.6 per 1,000 in the 
week under notice. In London last week the death-rate was equal to 
11.3 per 1,000, against 10.6, 10.8, and 10.3in the three preceding weeks. 
Among the ninety-four other large towns the death-rates last week 
ranged from 4.3 in’ Warrington, 4.5 in Bath and in Wallasey, 4.9 in 
Walthamstow, 5.8in Dewsbury, 6.3in Ilford, and 6.7in Walsall to 15.5 


in West Hartlepool, 15.8 in Merthyr Tydfil, 16.5in Steckport, 16.6 in 


‘Salford, 17.1 in Liverpool, and 17.4 in Tynemouth.: Measles caused 
a death-rate of 1.2 in Leeds, 1.4 in Sunderland and in South 
ifhields,- 1.9 in Stockport, 2.2 in Liverpool, 2.7 in Gateshead, 
and 5.7 in Rotherham, the mortality from the remaining infec- 
tious diseases showed no: marked excess ‘in any of the large 
towns, and no fatal case of small-pox was registered during the 
week. The causes of 39, or 1.0 per cent., of the total deaths were not 
certified either bya registered medical practitioner or by a coroner 
after inquest, and included 9 in Liverpool, 8 in Birmingham, and 3 in 
Stoke-on-Trent. The number of scarlet fever patients under treat- 
ment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and the London Fever 
Hospital, which had been 1,358, 1,398, and 1.417 at the end of the three 
preceding weeks, had further increased to 1,477 on Saturday last; 227 
new cases were admitted during the week, against 188, 1%, and 201 in 
the three preceding weeks. 


HEALTH OF SCOTTISH TOWNS. 
In eighteen of the largest Scottish towns, 1,133 births and 560 deaths 
‘were registered during the week ending Saturday, July 13th. The 
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 14.0 and 14.6 
per 1,000 in the two preceding weeks, declined to 13.4 in the week under 
notice, but was 1.8 per 1,000 above the rate recorded in the ninety-five 
large English towns. Among the several Scottish towns the death- 
rates last week ranged from 6.3 in Govan and in Motherwell, 7.5 in 
Kilmarnock, and 7.6 in Partick to 17.3 in Perth, 20.2in Ayr, and 23.8 in 
Hamilton. The mortality from the principal infectious diseases 
averaged 1.2 per 1,000, and was highest in Dundee and Hamilton. The 
185 deaths from all causes registered in Glasgow included 2 from 
whooping-cough, 1 from enteric fever, 1 from measles, 1 from scarlet 
fever, 1 from diphtheria, and 2 from infantile diarrhoea. Five deaths 
from measles were recorded ‘in Dundee, 4 in Hamilton, and 2 in 
Partick; and 4 deaths from whooping-cough in Dundee and 2 in 
berdeen. 


HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS. 

During the week ending Saturday, July 6th, 603 births and 306 deaths 
were registered in the twenty-two principal urban districts in Ireland, 
as against 594 births and 354 deaths in the preceding week. The 
annual death-rate in these districts, which had been 17.2, 15.7, and 16.0 
per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks. fell to 13.8 per 1, 000 i in the week 
under notice, this figure being 3. r 1,000 higher than the mean 
average death-rate in the ninety-five English towns for the correspon- 
ding period. The figures in Dublin and -Belfast were 16.0 and 12.1 
respectively, those in other districts ranging from 3.9 in Galway and 
4.6 in Wexford to.23.8 in Dundalk, and 27.5in Armagh, while Cork 
stood at 12.2, Londonderry at 10.2, Limerick at 12.2, and Waterford at 
11.4. The zymotic death-rate in the twenty-two districts —— 1.2 
ver 1,000, as against 1.3 in the preceding veriod, 


Pacancies and Appointments. 
‘VACANCIES. 


WARNING NOTICE.—Attention is called to a Notice (see Index 
to Advertisements—Warning Notice) appearing in our advertise- 
ment columns, giving particulars of vacancies as to which 
inquiries should be made before application. ~ 

BANGOR: Ch AND ANGLESEY INFIRMARY.— 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

BARNSLEY: BECKETT HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.—Second 

House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

BIRKENHEAD: BOROUGH HOSPITAL.—Junior House-Surgeon. 
Salary, £80 per annum. 

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY.—Lecturer in Physiological Depart- 
ment. Stipend, £200 per annum. 

HOSPITAL.—House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of 

£100 per annum.. 

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Resident Casualty Officer. Salary 
at the rate of £50 per annum. 

CARDIFF: KING EDWARD VII'S HOSPITAL.—House-Surgeon 
(Male). Honorarium, £30 for six months. 

CHESTERFIELD AND NORTH DERBYSHIRE HOSPITAL.— 
Junior House-Surgeon. Salary, £80 per annum. 

COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE HOSPITAL.—Junior House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £90 per annum. 

CROYDON GENERAL HOSPITAL.—Anaesthetist and Junior House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £75 per annum. 

DERBY COUNTY EDUCATION COMMITTEE -—Bchool Medical 
Officer. Salary, £250 per annum. . 

DERBY: ROYAL DE _ AND DERBYSHIRE NURSING AND 
SANITARY ASSOCIATION.—Honorary Obstetric Physician ¢o 
the Nightingale Nursing Home. 

EXETER: ROYAL DEVON AND EXETER HOSPITAL.— Assistant 
House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £80 per annum. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. to the Professor of 

ol 

GRAVESEND "HOSPITAL. — House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 per 

~ annum. 

GREENOCK: SMITHSON POORHOUSE AND ASYLUM.—Medical 

_ Officer. Salary, £110 per annum. 
HEREFORD COUNTY AND CITY ASYLUM.—Two Assistant Medical 
cers (Males). , £170 and £130 per annum rising to £200 
and £150 respectively. 

HULL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Assistant House-Surgeon. Salary at 
the ag of £60 per annum for six months, or £80 per annum for 
twelve. 

LANCASTER: ROYAL LANCASTER INFIRMARY. —House-Surgeon. 

Salary, £100 perannum. 

LEAMINGTON SPA: WARNEFQRD GENERAL HOSPITAL.— 
House-Physician. Salary, £85 per annum. 

LEEDS INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAIS.—Junior Assistant 
Medical Officer. Salary at the rate of £150 per annum. 

LEICESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY. — Assistant House-Surgeon. 
Salary, £80 per annum. 

LIVERPOOL DISPENSARIES.—Head Surgeon. Salary, £170 ber 
annum. 

LONDON COUNTY ASYLUM, Colney Hatch, N.—Junior Assistant 
Medical Officer. Salary, £170 per annum. 

MANCHESTER NORTHERN HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND 

_ CHILDREN.—Honorary Clinical Pathologist. 

MERTHYR TYDFIL UNION.—Assistant Medical Officer for the 

’ Workhouse. Salary, £150 per annum. 

METROPOLITAN EAR, NOSE, AND THROAT HOSPITAL, Fitzroy 
Square, W.—Anaesthetists. 

MIDDLESBROUGH: NORTH RIDING INFIRMARY.—Assistant 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £75 per annum. 

NOTTINGHAM GENERAL DISPENSARY (Branch). — Assistant 
Resident Surgeon (Male). Salary, £160 per annum. 

POPLAR HOSPITAL FOR ACCIDENTS, E.—Assistant House-Sur- 
geon. Salary at the rate of £80 per annum. 

set HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST, City Road, 

E.C.—Medical Officer (non-resident) for Prevention of Consump- 
tion Department. Salary at the rate of £250 per annum. 

RYDE: ROYAL ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY HOSPITAL.—Resident 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN, Plaistow, 
E.—Assistant Resident Medical Officer. Salary at the rate of £80 
per annum. 


SALFORD ROYAL HOSPITAL.—Casualty House-Surgeon (Male). 


Salary at the rate of £65 per annum. 

SCARBOROUGH HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.—Junior House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £80 per annum. 

SHEFFIELD ROYAL HOSPITAL.—Sixth Resident. Salary, £60 

annum. 

SHEFFIELD: ROYAL INFIRMARY. —Junior Resident Medical 
Officer. Salary, £70 per annum. 

FREE EYE HOSPITAL _—House- Surgeon. 

100 a year 

SOUTHPORT INFIRMARY.—Resident Junior House and Visiting 
Surgeon (Male). Salary commencing at the rate of £70 per 
annum. 

STAFFORD: STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY HOSPITAL. 
Medical Officer. Salary, £160 per annum rising to £210 

STAFFORD: STAFFORDSHIRE GENERAL INFIRMARY. —(1) 
House-Physician. Salary, £100 per annum. (2) House-Surgeon. 
Sa. , £120 per annum. 

STOCKPORT INFIRMARY. Junior 'House-Surgeon. Salary, £80 per 


annum. 

STOGEFORS UNION HOSPITAL. Resident Assistant Medical 
Office per annum. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS GENERAL HOSPITAL.—House-Physician 
_ (Male). Salary, £100 per annum. 


ah: 

| 

; 
: 
~~ 

‘ 

a 

1 

= 

3 

l 

2 

é 

y 

3 4 

- 

‘ 
> 
y 

> 

7 % 

- | 
~ 

| 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


[JULY 20, 1912, 


VICTORIA HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Tite Street, S.W.—House- 
Surgeon. Appointment for six months. , £40. 

WEST BROMWICH DISTRICT HOSPITAL.—Assistant Resident 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £75 per annum. 

WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN UNION.—Medical Officer for the No. 2 
District. Salary, £95 perannum. 

WESTMINSTER GENERAL DISPENSARY, Gerrard Street, Soho.— 
Resident Medical Officer. Salary, £120 per annum. 

CERTIFYING FACTORY SURGEONS.—The Chief Inspector of Fac- 
on ‘ees the following vacant appointment: Newtyle 

orfar). 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be receiwed not later than the first post 
on Wednesday morning. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
BALL, W. Surgical Registrar at St. Bartholo- 


mew’s Hospital. 
Buackg, P., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Kingston District, co. Surrey. 
BourkE, I. McWm., M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.Lond., Acting 
f Chief Medical Officer and Chief-Heaith Officer, Territory: of : 
Papua. 
. Carr, G. F., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.Lond., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Leyburn District, co. York. eR, 
CLAREE, Cecil, M.B., B.S.Lond., Assistant to the Superintendent of : 
the Laboratories, Hospital for Consumption. 
T. R., M.R.C.S.. L.R.C.P., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Frodingham District, co. Lincoln. 
Fry, A. C., M.B., B.C.Cantab., District and Workhouse Medical 
Officer of the Stone Union. 
Hartican, T. J., M.B., B.Ch., R.U.1., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Croom District, co. Limerick. 
Jaynes, V. A., M.R.C.S., L.S.A., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 
Bermondsey District, co. London. 
MacLeop, J. F., M.B., District Medical Officer of the Middlesbrough 
Union. 
McMortry, W.D., L.R.C.P.and 8.Edin., District Medical Officer of the 
Wandsworth Union. 
McRag, D., M.B., C.M.Glas., Assistant Medical Officer of the City of 
London Union (Bow Institution). 2 
M.D., B.S.Vict., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.M.R.C.P.I., 
Obstetrician and Gynaecologist to the Parsi General 
Hospital and Consulting Gynaecologist to the Bacterio-therapeutic 
Pyp s, F.R.C.S., ca. eree under the Work- 
Act, 1906, for County Court Circuit No. 1, 
vice T. G. Ouston, deceased. 
. E., M.D., B.Ch.Oxon., Visiting Anaesthetist to the 
Hospital for Children and Women. 
SUTHERLAND. A. L., M.D., District Medical Officer of the Skipton 
Union. 
TornEY, J. H., M.B., B.Ch.Dub., District Medical Officer of the 
Plymouth Incorporation. 
Tymns, H. G., F.R.C.S., Medical Officer to the West Australian Fire 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Edin.. L:R.F.P. and 
. D., M.D.Brux., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Edin., L.R.F.P. and §. 
Tottenham. 
NFIRMARY.—At the meeting of the managers on 
Russell was reappointed Ordinary Physician 
and Mr. J. W. Hodsdon, F.R.C.S.E., Ordinary Surgeon. Mr. 
D. P. D. Wilkie, M.D.; Ch.M., F.R.C.S.E., was elected Assistant 
Surgeon, and Mr. J. D. Ingram, M.B., Ch.B., and Mr. W. Mont- 
gomery Johnston, L.R.C.P.andS8.Edin.,- were appointed non- 


resident House-Surgeon and Clinical Assistant in the Ear and 


Throat Department. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


' The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 


Deaths is 3s. 6d., which sum should be forwarded in Post Office 
Orders or Stamps with the notice not later than Wednesday morning 
in order to ensure insertion in the current issue. a 


BIRTHS, 


MILNE.—At 129, Mitcham Lane, Streatham, §.W., on July 15th, 1912, 
the wife of George Milne, M.D., of a son. 

POWELL Evans.—On July llth, at Berth Ddu, Wimbledon, the imife 
of David Robert Powell Evans, M.R.C.S,, L.R.C.P., L.8.A., of a 
son. 

REIDy.—On July 8th, at 314, Commercial Road, Stepney, the wife of 
J. Reidy, M.B., of a son. 

TAYLER.—On July 12th, at The Croft, St. Margaret Street, Bradford- 
_——— the wife of H. C. Tayler, M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., 
of a son. 


MARRIAGES. 


CRABB—TANNER.—On July 10th, at Emmanuel Church, Hampstead, 
by the Rev. Dundas Harford, M.A., assisted by the Rev. P. F. 
Young, M.A., and the Rev. H. J. Tanner, M.A., Alfred Phillips 
Crabb,-of Regent's Park, N.W, to Florence Isabel Tanner, 
daughter of John Tanner, M.D., M.A., LL.D.;F.L.8., of Claremont 
House, Hampstead, late of Queen Anne Street, W : 

Smi1ta—Horrocks.—On the llth inst., at the Belgrave Independent 
Chapel, Darwen, by the Rev. A. Bond, of Lower Chapels, William 
Alex. Smith, M.B., Ch.B., of Wesham, near Kirkham, to Elsie, 
only daughter of Mr. Benjamin Horrocks, Darwen. 

STOPFORD-TAYLOR—Kay.—On July llth, at St. Mary's Chapel for the 
Blind, by the Rev. J. W. M. Lund, M.A., George G. Stopford- 
Taylor, M.D., of 26, Rodney Street, Liverpool, and Standishgate, 
Hoylake, to Annie, elder daughter of the late W. J. Kay and Mrs. 
Kay, Halifax. At home, September 17th and 18th, at Standish- 
gate, Stanley Road, Hoylake. 4 


DEATHS. : 
ForsytH.—On July 10th, 1912, at 78, Brook Green, W., Alexander 
Forsyth, M.D., C.M., L.S.A., in his 77th year. 
Glenbank, Jedburgh, on 16th inst., William Jeffrey, 


MIDDLEBROOKE.—On the 5th inst., at Rudyard, Staffs, Edwin Middle- 
brooke, L.8.A.Lond., L.M.S.8.A., L.M.Dub., late of Long Benning- 
ton, Grantham. 

MossE.—On July 4th, at Oberland, Guernsey, Channel Isles, the Hon. 
Charles Benjamin Mosse, C.B., C.M.G., late Deputy Surgeen- 
General, A.M.D., and for nearly twenty-five years Superintending 
Medical Officer, Colonial Medical Department, Jamaica, aged 82 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 


HosPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE CHMST, 
Brompton, 8.W.—Wednesday, 4 p.m.: Demonstration. ; 

WEST LONDON Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Hammersmith Road, W.— 
Medical and Surgical Clinics, X Rays, and. Opera- 
tions, 2 p.m. daily. Monday: Gynaecology, 10 a.m.; 
Eye, 2 p.m. Tuesday: Gynaecological Operations, 
10 a.m.; Throat, Nose, and Ear, 2 p.m.; Skin, 2 p.m. 
Wednesday: Diseases of Children, 10 a.m.; Throat, 
Nose, and Ear Operations, 10 a.m.; Eye, 2 p.m.; 
Gynaecology, 2 p.m. Thursday: Eye, 2 p.m.; Ortho- 
ics, 2 p.m, Friday: Gynaecological Operations, 
10 a.m.; Throat, Nose, and Ear, 2 p.m.; Skin, 2 p.m. 
Saturday: Diseases of Children, 10 a.m. Throat, Nose, 

and Ear Operations, 10 a.m.; Eye, 10 a.m. 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Meetings to be Helc. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. Date. 
JULY. JULY (continued), 
Annual Meeting, Liverpool. 24 Wed. Council Meeting, 9 a.m. 
tative Meeting, 10a.m. Sectional Meetings, 10 a.m. to1 p.m. 
Address in Medicine, 12.30 p.m. 
20 Sat. Annual Representative Meeting, 9.30 a.m. Religious Bervices, 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
.25. Thur. Sectional Meetings, 10 a.m. tol p.m, 
22 Mon. Council Meeting, 9.30 a.m. Address in Surgery, 12.30 p.m. 7 
Annual Representative Meeting, 10 a.m. Section of Surgery, 2.30 p.m. 
Secretaries’ Conference and Dinner, 7 p.m. Annual Dinner, 7.30 p.m. 
: 26 Fri. Council Meeting, 9 a.m. 
23 Tues. Annual Representative Meeting, 9.30 a.m. Sectional Meetings, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
i Annual General Meeting, 2 p.m., President’s 
Address, 8.30 p.m. 27 Sat. Excursions. 
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